
 Donor Advised Funds 
 

 

An easy way to make charitable gifts with the support and expertise of your community foundation.  For 
more information, contact Gabriela Gómez, VP for Advancement, at ggomez@santafecf.org.  

 

Creating a fund in your name: 

Giving reflects your values, hopes and vision for a better world. The Santa Fe Community foundation 
offers you convenient options to enjoy as much hands-on involvement as you’d like while managing the 
administration of your gifts and grants.  
 
Donor advised funds make it possible for you to recommend grants locally and nationally, support issues 
you care about and contribute to the overall wellbeing of northern New Mexico. 
 
Whatever your interests, establishing a donor advised fund at the Santa Fe Community Foundation gives 
you an immediate tax benefit.  It also allows you to make gifts over time, investing your charitable 
dollars and recognizing you and your family – without the administrative burden and expense of a 
private foundation. 
 
There are three kinds of donor advised funds offered at the Santa Fe Community Foundation: 
 

▪ Donor advised gift fund.  These funds are invested in cash instruments or money market funds. 
There are no earnings on this type of fund. 

▪ Donor advised long-term invested fund.  These funds are invested in one of the pools offered 
by the Foundation and donors may tell us each year how much (if any) of your invested principal 
you plan to grant out. 

▪ Donor advised permanent endowment fund.  These funds are invested in the endowment pool 
offered by the Foundation.  Distributions are made in an annual amount currently equal to a 
percentage set by the Foundation based on anticipated long-term market returns. 

 

How it works: 

• You make a gift of cash or other assets to establish your fund 

• You receive an immediate tax deduction for your contribution 

• Your funds are invested according to our investment philosophy and can be structured to 
protect principal, generate current income and ensure capital growth 

• You recommend grants from your fund to support charitable organizations.  After our due-
diligence review of the charities you select, we make the grants in your fund’s name 

How you benefit: 

• We handle all the paperwork 

• You centralize your charitable giving without the costs and administrative burden of a private 
foundation 

• You enjoy the highest level of charitable tax benefit 

• You receive written acknowledgement for tax purposes of contributions you make to your fund 
as well as regular summaries of the grants your fund has made 
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Services provided: 
The Santa Fe Community Foundation provides you with the tools, resources and community expertise to 
give according to your passions and priorities.  Our full complement of services, combined with our 
strong investment performance, give our donor advised funds a powerful advantage over funds at 
financial institutions. 

 
We are dedicated to making your giving effective and convenient. We pair each of our donors with a 
donor services staff person who is available to answer your questions and support your grantmaking.  
 
1.   Administrative support allows you to focus on giving while we take care of the paperwork 

• Due diligence on grantees 

• Documentation and tracking 

• Charitable organization evaluation and follow-up 
 

2. Community expertise, based on our long, deep ties to Santa Fe and Northern New Mexico, sets 
the Santa Fe Community Foundation apart 

• Information about community disparities and philanthropic strategies 

• Opportunities to give together with the Santa Fe Community Foundation and other donors 

• One-on-one consulting on nonprofits, issues and needs 

• Educational events with experts on community issues 

• Workshops on strategic grantmaking and nonprofit evaluation 

• Mission-related investment opportunities 

3. Family support through philanthropy programs and one-on-one support to help involve your 
children and grandchildren. 

 
How to get started: 

The Santa Fe Community Foundation makes it easy for you to establish a fund. We offer several options 
for charitable gifts, each of which meets different needs. Bequests make it possible for you to leave a 
legacy and care for the well-being of our community forever 

• Contact Gabriela Gómez at 505-988-9715 

• Work with our team to complete a New Fund Form 

• Make an initial contribution to the fund you establish 

• Consider making a bequest to your donor advised fund or to the Santa Fe Community 
Foundation 

 
Fees and minimums: 

• There is a one-time fee of $250 to set up a fund 

• The minimum grant that can be made from a fund is $250 

• All funds follow a fee structure to cover administrative costs and support Foundation services, 
such as workshops, donor consulting, and community work.  There is an additional fee for 
investment management.   

o Fee for the fair market value of the assets up to $2 million is 1.5%  
o Fee for the fair market value of the assets over $2 million up to $5 million is 1% 
o Fee for the fair market value of the assets over $5 million is 0.5% 

 
Gifts to a fund: 

When you establish a fund at the Santa Fe Community Foundation, you can choose to transfer a wide 
variety of assets to the fund such as cash or marketable securities, each of which may offer different tax 
advantages.   


