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GIVING TOGETHER 2020
The Santa Fe Community Foundation's GIVING TOGETHER  
program supports our efforts to ensure that all people in our communities  
have equitable access to oppor tunities to thrive, prosper, and contribute.

OUR PLACE. OUR PEOPLE. OUR POWER TOGETHER.
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The GIVING TOGETHER program is a project of the Community Leadership Fund.  
The Santa Fe Community Foundation's Community Leadership Fund supports donor  
education and nonprofit capacity building through our Philanthropy Hub. 

Learn more about the Community Leadership Fund on page 4.
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The GIVING TOGETHER  catalogue is a service for our donor advised fundholders.  
They can use this catalogue to add to the total amount of grants made during the cycle, 
helping us address critical local needs. 

Community members can use this catalogue to gain greater understanding of the 
organizations working in these areas. 

By GIVING TOGETHER , we can have a greater impact in our communities by 
insuring that services and resources get delivered to those who need them. We ask  
you to join us in supporting our local community. 

Since its inception in 2010, the GIVING TOGETHER program has  
generated nearly $4.5 million in additional funds to area organizations.

GIVING TOGETHER IS EASY... 

1   Decide whether you want to direct your grant recommendation to the Foundation's 
Community Leadership Fund, to the general grant pool, to a specific proposal, 
or to all three. Don't forget! You can always make an unrestricted grant to the 
Foundation's pool of funds used for the competitive grant cycles. 

2   Log into the Donor Portal (donor advised fundholders only) to initiate your  
grant request. https://www.santafecf.org/donor-portal  
Grant minimum is $250. 

3   If you are interested in learning more about any of the enclosed grant  
proposals, please contact Christa Coggins at 505.988.9715 ext. 7002 or  
ccoggins@santafecf.org.

YOUR CONTACTS FOR GIVING TOGETHER:
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SANTA FE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION INITIATIVES & FUNDS

Foundation initiatives are funds that are run by a volunteer committee, supported  
by SFCF staff, and have their own independent grantmaking ability in order to  
address the pressing needs of our community.

Some Foundation initiatives are brought here by our donors and some unfold  
through our community partners to meet critical local needs. We invite you to  
join us by investing in this essential work. 
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Community Leadership Fund (CLF)

Mission | CLF allows the Santa Fe Community Foundation  
to improve community outcomes in four significant ways:
• Increasing Donor Impact
• Improving Nonprofit Capacity and Performance
• Expanding and Enhancing SFCF Grantmaking
• Investing in Strategic Initiatives
CLF allows the Foundation to serve as a convener of  
people, ideas, and funds, and provide leadership in the 
nonprofit sector.
Proposal | Contributions to CLF are among the most 
critical resources that contribute to the work we do here at 
the Foundation each day — from supporting food security 
to safety net health services, to working on creating 
housing solutions and elevating our educational system, 
to the far-reaching technical assistance work we do with 
nonprofits that has made us the largest nonprofit capacity 
building provider in New Mexico. None of this would  
be possible without the generosity of our donors and 
community partners.
Noteworthy | $406k in CLF contributions were received 
in 2019. $900k in additional dollars were granted out to 
nonprofits in Santa Fe and northern New Mexico through 
fundholder contributions via the Giving Together catalogue, 
made possible by CLF. The Foundation reinvigorated its 
corporate sponsor program with the support of CLF. This 
program enables important community partnerships to 
exist, ultimately enhancing quality of life in the region and 
allowing significant progress on difficult issues such as 
education, economic security, and affordable housing.

Dollars4Schools

Mission | Dollars4Schools is 100% committed to student 
success and classroom support. Our unique grassroots 
structure provides Santa Fe public school teachers with  
a local web-based "helping hand."
Proposal | With your support, Dollars4Schools will be even 
better prepared to meet the unique challenges of education 
during the pandemic and beyond. Teachers will have what 
they need for their classrooms, and students will receive the 
essentials they need to succeed in school and in life. From 
reading books and math tools to backpacks, warm winter 
coats, hats and gloves, Dollars4Schools is a trusted local 
resource for student success. 
Noteworthy | "Thank you for the money for our students' 
basic needs. The money you provided has allowed me  
to feed lots of hungry kids with snacks and provide clothing 
and shoes. I am so grateful Dollars4Schools exists in  
Santa Fe." - Santa Fe Public Schools teacher

Envision Fund

Mission | To promote the health, safety, and empowerment 
of at-risk and underserved LGBTQ+ New Mexicans. 
Proposal | We seek funding to support organizations that 
are working to create an HIV-free generation in New Mexico; 
combat discrimination against LGBTQ+ people in any 
form; and support school-based programs that create a safe 
environment for all students, including LGBTQ+ students. 
Noteworthy | The Envision Fund is the largest philanthropic 
entity in New Mexico dedicated solely to serving the 
LGBTQ+ population. The Fund has made nearly $700,000 
in grants since inception in 1997.
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Expanding Opportunity for Young Families

Mission | Expanding Opportunity for Young Families 
(EOYF) is a collaborative project of multiple community 
partners that supports young parents' education and  
career pathways through multi-generational supports and 
systems innovations. EOYF work focuses on young parents 
of color under age 30 who have not yet obtained a post-
secondary degree.
Proposal | We seek support for a new young parent health 
sciences degree cohort at Santa Fe Community College, 
young parent leadership development activities, and the 
design of additional supports for young parents to complete 
education and career training pathways.
Noteworthy | More than 85% of young parents of color 
in Santa Fe have a child aged zero to three. Investing in 
young parents' educational attainment and career success 
improves their children's early development as well as 
their own economic and social wellbeing, and increases 
educational attainment for both parents and children, a 
multi-generational impact.

MoGro

Mission | To help people get access to nutritious,  
affordable food.
Proposal | Funding supports new deliveries to areas in  
New Mexico hit hard by food access during COVID-19, 
especially to tribal communities with other risk factors like 
limited access to transportation, healthcare, and water. 
Noteworthy | Our work and impact has increased three-
fold during COVID-19, and we are still getting new requests 
from communities each week. In rural Native Communities 
the economic crisis, job loss, and school closures have 
upended people's already limited access to nutritious food. 
Communities are contacting us because other options 
haven't come through.

Native American Advised Fund

Mission | To enhance Native lifeways now and for future 
generations in New Mexico by promoting a spirit of sharing 
and supporting native community initiatives.
Proposal | Funding supports grantmaking to organizations 
that emphasize the commitment to Native core values: 
community, language, culture, and environment.
Noteworthy | Originally founded in 1997 with a seed grant 
from Allan Houser, the Native American Advised Fund  
has granted over $200,000 to 50 different tribes, schools, 
and organizations.

New Mexico Health Equity Partnership 

Mission | To strengthen the capacity of communities to shift 
power relations and advocate for policy and systems changes 
to create healthy and just communities.
Proposal | Funding supports community members to 
engage in community driven research and deepen their 
capacity to reclaim and tell their own narratives via creative 
engagement methods (photovoice, graphic harvesting, zines, 
video, etc.) to inform policy change. 
Noteworthy | HEP believes every New Mexican should have 
the opportunity to lead a healthy life, live in a neighborhood 
where children and families thrive, and have a say in the 
decisions that impact their communities and their lives. HEP 
invests in Black, Indigenous, and People of Color community-
based leadership to change systems and offer solutions toward 
this belief. New Mexico needs community members actively 
involved and invested in making a difference, and it needs a 
strong set of community-based organizations learning from 
one another and serving as a galvanizing force to offer creative 
solutions and inform decisions. HEP is building the foundation 
to make this possible.
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Nonprofit Merger Fund

Mission | The Merger Fund will provide grants to Santa Fe 
area nonprofits whose boards are engaged in discussions to 
consider a merger.
Proposal | Because the merger process can be very expensive  
due to attorney fees, due diligence, etc., we invite contributions  
to this Fund which will make grants to eligible nonprofits 
engaged in a merger process.
Noteworthy | In Santa Fe County alone, there were 
849 nonprofits registered as 501c3s in 2015. While the 
numbers of nonprofits, per se, don't tell us anything about 
their effectiveness or redundancy, there are certainly 
instances where some nonprofits, especially smaller, more 
challenged groups, may be able to find strength and greater 
effectiveness by joining forces with like organizations. 

Opportunity Santa Fe: Birth to Career

Mission | Opportunity Santa Fe (OSF) aspires to improve 
the lives and key transitions of children and youth across 
Santa Fe, from birth until they enter their careers. By aligning 
strategies, actions and resources across partners, this effort 
seeks improved collective outcomes in the areas of early 
childhood, K–12 education and youth resiliency, disconnected 
youth, post-secondary education, and career pathways.
Proposal | Funding supports general operations, particularly 
city-wide youth engagement and Collaborative Working 
Group activity related to aspirational goals that include 
increasing kindergarten readiness, re-engaging disconnected 
youth, and supporting college and certificate enrollment. 
Noteworthy | OSF takes a stand for equity in the 
community and says it proudly! We believe in centering 
youth and People of Color in solutions. We are committed 
to creating multilingual and multicultural spaces where 
intentional collaboration, learning, and joy are fostered. In 
December 2019, OSF and our partners began our Beyond 
2020 Journey. This work is set to center youth presence 
and voices in our work and redesign our collective goals and 
priorities to carry a more equitable and inclusive lens. 

The Philanthropy HUB 

Mission | The Philanthropy HUB serves as a social sector 
learning and convening space with an emphasis on skill-
building and leadership development through an equity lens.
Proposal | Funding supports our annual work with content 
that addresses board responsibilities, finance, communication, 
fundraising, program delivery and leadership skills. Programs 
include the Board Orientation Program, Emerging Social 
Sector Leaders, Exploring Whiteness, Learning Lab 
Series, New Mexico Planned Giving Roundtable, Santa Fe 
Fundraising Immersion, and New Mexico Women of Color 
Nonprofit Leadership Initiative.
Noteworthy | "This [Emerging Social Sector Leaders] 
program was the start of so many important conversations. 
It created the space and time to touch into our creative 
capacity for collaboration, healing, and innovation in  
this work." – Cohort participant

Santa Fe Artist Medical Fund

Mission | The Santa Fe Artists' Medical Fund was founded 
in 1998 by a group of Santa Fe individuals who were 
concerned about the problems encountered by professional 
artists who are uninsured, and thus, at risk of serious financial 
difficulties in the case of medical emergencies. 
Proposal | Contributions will support assistance depending 
on the applicant's circumstances. Funds are distributed  
to pharmacies, hospitals, and health care providers — not  
to individuals. 
Noteworthy | U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services indicate 10.2% of New Mexico's two million people 
have no insurance of any kind. 
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Santa Fe Baby Fund

Mission | Promotes the healthy development of babies and 
toddlers in Santa Fe County, prenatal through age four, and 
raises awareness of the critical importance of investing in 
early childhood for the benefit of our community.
Proposal | Funding supports Santa Fe Baby Fund programs 
and activities including annual competitive grantmaking, 
awareness raising and advocacy work on early childhood 
issues, and resources to connect families of young children  
to early childhood programs and services. 
Noteworthy | For every $1 invested in high quality early 
childhood programs, there are $4 to $9 in returns over that 
person's lifetime. In 2020, in response to COVID-19 closures, 
the Baby Fund worked with partners and donors to assemble 
and distribute 450 bilingual early childhood learning kits and 
2,500 books to young children in Santa Fe County.

Special and Urgent Needs (SUN) Grants

Mission | We created quick turnaround SUN grants to 
address the short-term needs of nonprofits. With a relatively 
small amount of funding, SUN grants help an organization 
take advantage of an unbudgeted, unforeseen, and time-
sensitive opportunity or emergency that will enhance or 
preserve the ability of the organization to meet its mission.
Proposal | Funds further our support for nonprofits 
who apply for funding in times of critical and unforeseen 
situations.
Noteworthy | Given the very small size of this pool of funds 
and the overwhelming need in this area, we do not have the 
capacity to consider requests for operating expenses due to 
budget deficits or shortfalls.
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Other Animal Welfare Funds at the Santa Fe 
Community Foundation include:

Animal Protection of New Mexico
Albuquerque 

Mission | To advocate for the rights of animals by effecting 
systemic change, resulting in the humane treatment of all 
animals. APNM accomplishes its goals through educational 
programs and campaigns, direct services to animals, and 
advocacy in support of animal protection laws. The powerful 
partnership between APNM and its legislative arm, Animal 
Protection Voters, is unique among animal advocacy 
organizations in the US.
Proposal | Funds will be used for our lifesaving work to run a 
statewide Animal Cruelty Hotline (877-5-HUMANE, provide 
safe haven for animals of domestic violence victims, teach 
New Mexico students kindness and responsibility for animals, 
ensure chimpanzees formerly used in painful experiments 
can enjoy permanent sanctuary, end trapping on public lands, 
protect horses from the slaughter pipeline, and more.
Noteworthy | Since 1979, APNM has been advocating for 
animals by effecting systemic change, working towards the 
humane treatment of all animals. This includes active support 
of local and state legislation towards the prevention of animal 
cruelty, as well as public awareness campaigns designed to 
teach students and communities across New Mexico about 
the ongoing threats to animals.

ANIMAL WELFARE

In 2020, thanks to a bequest from the estate 
of Carla Freeman, the Santa Fe Community 
Foundation established the Animal Welfare 
Fund to address animal welfare-related needs 
existing in the community. Grants will support 
organizations providing services and/or 
advocacy to protect both domestic and  
wild animals in Santa Fe, Mora, Rio Arriba,  
and/or San Miguel counties.
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Animal Welfare Coalition of  
Northeastern New Mexico
Las Vegas, NM

Mission | To promote humane principles, compassionate 
care, and prevention of cruelty to animals in northeastern  
New Mexico.
Proposal | The AWC has raised the level of care routinely 
given to each animal that enters the shelter. Vaccinating 
every animal upon intake, addressing their medical needs, 
and requiring sterilization for every animal that is adopted 
are at the core of what we consider to be basic care. While 
we provide the services we have built our reputation on, 
we also offer pet guardians the resources for humanely 
maintaining a companion animal in one home for its lifetime.
Noteworthy | More than 90% of animals entering the AWC 
Pet Center annually are not spayed or neutered (intact) and 
even more than that have no identification. The AWC Pet 
Center spent over $141,681 on veterinary care for the sick, 
the injured, and the forgotten animals we received in 2019. 
Addressing the problems of overpopulation of unwanted 
animals and neglected and abused animals is the work the 
AWC Pet Center does every day.

Athena Fund

Mission | The Athena Fund assists individuals of low 
or moderate income with veterinary expenses related to 
cancer care for their pet including chemotherapy, radiation 
treatment, pain management, and supportive care.
Proposal | Funds will support animal medical care and 
services for low to moderate income individuals' pets.
Noteworthy | Approximately eight million companion 
animals enter animal shelters nationwide every year.  
Of those, approximately four million are dogs and over 
three million are cats. Each year, approximately three million 
animals are euthanized. (The American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) 

Española Valley Humane Society
Española

Mission | To reduce animal suffering in underserved 
communities. We address the issue by providing free 
services, admitting more than 3,500 animals each year at the 
shelter, and providing more than 6,000 spay/neuter surgeries 
annually at the clinic.
Proposal | Our clinic was closed for two months because of 
COVID-19, which means many animals were left unaltered. 
We seek funding for 120 free spay/neuter surgeries for 
families with pets who live within a 10-mile radius of our clinic 
and fall within 200% of the U.S. poverty guidelines (of which 
90% of our clientele fit within). Each surgery costs $125.
Noteworthy | The population of Española is around 10,000 
and we admitted more than 3,500 animals last year alone. By 
comparison, Santa Fe Animal Shelter takes in 5,000 animals 
per year in a city of 75,000. Our goal is to alter 80% of pets 
in Rio Arriba and northern Santa Fe counties. We believe if 
we provide 5,000 free spay/neuter surgeries per year over 
the next five years we can achieve our goal. Ten years ago  
we took in 5,000 animals annually, so statistically, we are 
making progress.
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Friends of the Estancia Valley Animals
Edgewood

Mission | To help reduce the number of unwanted pets 
in our communities by providing low cost spay and neuter 
options and educating the public about the importance of 
spay-neuter in keeping their animal safe and healthy.
Proposal | In January 2020, a volunteer at the Edgewood 
Animal Shelter informed us that they were being overrun 
with cats and kittens. We had some reserve funds, so we ran 
a special: spay and neuter for cats at half of our regular price. 
This was to end in March. Because of the change in the 
economic climate, we don't want to stop the program and 
go back to charging full price. This program is beginning to 
drain our reserves. We are still paying the regular, although 
reduced, price to the local vets.
Noteworthy | For every person born, 15 dogs and 45 cats 
are born. Many kittens and puppies are euthanized because 
there are not enough loving homes. Since January 2020, we 
have helped over 75 cats and 25 dogs. We continue to get at 
least two to three calls a week.

Heart and Soul Animal Sanctuary
Pecos

Mission | The Heart and Soul Animal Sanctuary is a place 
of refuge for neglected, abused, and abandoned animals 
in northern New Mexico. We provide the care necessary to 
rehabilitate and re-home animals and a permanent residence 
for those who are too traumatized or injured to be placed. 
All animals live in a humane, cage-free habitat. We work with 
schools and community groups to educate the public on 
humane animal care and encourage pet adoption. We work 
toward a community free of cruelty toward animals.
Proposal | Our organization is facing financial hardship due 
to the cancellation of our spring fundraiser. However, we 
continue to take in animals in need and provide food, shelter, 
and veterinary care to the 150 permanent residents at the 
sanctuary. The donations have slowed, but our work doesn't 
stop. We need to make repairs around the property, including 
roofs, fencing, and insulation for outbuildings that provide 
shelter to our animals.

Noteworthy | Since January of 2020, our organization 
has rescued 52 dogs and puppies from rural county animal 
shelter euthanasia lists. Of those, eight puppies had Parvo, 
which costs an average of $1,000 to treat, however our 
adoption fee is only $200. When we cannot find a suitable 
family for a puppy by the age of 12 weeks, we pay an average 
of $60 per puppy for a health certificate so that the puppy 
can be adopted out of a partner organization in Colorado;  
14 puppies were transferred since January this year.

The Horse Shelter
Santa Fe

Mission | To rescue, rehabilitate, and facilitate the adoption 
of abused, abandoned, and neglected horses throughout 
New Mexico.
Proposal | We are asking for general operating support 
and funding for our training and adoption program. We've 
experienced revenue losses as result of the pandemic due to 
having to close our Resale Store and suspend adoptions. The 
horses we take in have a long road of recovery, as they are 
often extremely malnourished, have often not been exposed 
to humans or have been abused. Training is essential to 
ensure these horses are well behaved around humans and  
are able to find good, new forever homes.
Noteworthy | We have an average of 75 rescue horses at 
any time. Each horse costs us $3,000 a year, just for feed 
and regular care. This includes hay, grain, vaccinations, 
dental and farrier work. It does not include any major 
medical issues, or training! We have one onsite trainer, who 
has around ten horses under saddle at any time and others 
in the groundwork program, due to having had adoptions 
suspended. We need additional help to keep these horses  
in training and get them adopted.
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ANIMAL WELFARE

Max and Tucker Canine Welfare Fund

Mission | Established by a single donor, the Max and Tucker 
Canine Welfare Fund assists individuals of low or moderate 
income over age 60 with veterinarian expenses for their 
companion dog. 
Proposal | Funds will support treatment for a curable 
condition for seniors' pets. 
Noteworthy | Seniors who own a dog spend an average 
of 22 more minutes per day staying active, a new study 
has found, and take an additional 2,760 steps per day. 
globalnews.ca

Northern New Mexico  
Street Homeless Animal Project Inc
Santa Fe

Mission | To alleviate suffering and keep homeless animal/
human families together. We assist the street homeless 
community in obtaining veterinary care, food and supplies 
for their companion animals.
Proposal | Your gifts help us assist the cherished companion 
animals of the homeless people of Santa Fe. We aid them 
in obtaining emergency veterinary care, food, supplies, vital 
preventative care, spay and neuter services, and advocate 
for their welfare. Since 1998, SHAP has existed because 
companion animals provide emotional support, safety, loving 
relationships; and especially in youth who become less 
depressed, less lonely, and have more of a sense of purpose 
with their companion.
Noteworthy | Each year Street Homeless Animal 
Project handles over 300 clients and calls for help. 25% of 
homeless persons have companion animals for protection, 
unconditional love, and to overcome mental health disorders. 
50% of our clients are now youth under 21 on the streets due 
to mental health issues, domestic violence, substance abuse, 
prejudice, and the economy. The COVID crisis is making 
it much worse for homeless or marginal people and mental 
health issues are rampant. Animals help!

Pecos People for Animal Welfare Society
Santa Fe 

Mission | To improve the health and wellbeing of pet dogs 
and cats by providing mobile, no cost/low cost spay and 
neuter services to underserved areas of San Miguel County 
and as a result reduce the huge over-population of pets.
Proposal | Requesting funds to hold two spay/neuter clinics, 
doing up to 60 surgeries in an underserved area of northern 
New Mexico. 
Noteworthy | More than 100,000 dogs and cats enter 
New Mexico's animal shelters each year. Over 20,000 dogs 
and cats are euthanized due to an inadequate number of 
homes in which to place them.

Santa Fe Animal Shelter and  
Humane Society
Santa Fe

Mission | Since 1939, the Santa Fe Animal Shelter has  
been dedicated to its mission: support animals, save lives, 
spread compassion.
Proposal | In the coming year, our focus will be on 
transferring animals from underserved rescues and shelters 
from around the state in order to: give second chances to 
hundreds of at-risk animals from other areas; provide relief 
to New Mexico communities struggling with overpopulation 
or limited resources; and decrease New Mexico's rate of 
euthanasia. Now more than ever, the Santa Fe Animal 
Shelter needs support from its community to give second 
chances to animals all across New Mexico.
Noteworthy | According to Animal Protection New Mexico's 
most recent survey of New Mexican shelters, more than 
100,000 homeless animals are annually admitted to shelters, 
rescues, and municipal facilities across the state. Those with 
the highest intake numbers typically also have the highest 
rates of euthanasia and fewest resources. By transferring 
animals from high-intake facilities to our no-kill shelter, we 
are increasing live-release rates at other organizations and  
in New Mexico overall.
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Sky Mountain Wild Horse Sanctuary
Santa Fe

Mission | To create healthy ecosystems for wild horses and 
to provide sanctuary for vulnerable mustangs where they live 
free. We envision a world in which all wildlife live free and 
thrive within healthy ecosystems. We value freedom, and we 
work to keep wild horses roaming wild in their family bands 
throughout their lives. We value a whole ecosystem approach 
and work for conserving wild land to sustain wild horses, all 
wildlife that share it with them and the environment.
Proposal | We seek funds for sustaining quality of life for 
our band of mustangs while protecting the ecosystem of 
our sanctuary land. They're able to live free, not in pens, 
and forage off grasses on the land. We also seek funding to 
underwrite our collaboration with Carson National Forest 
to provide herd management services on their two horse 
territories. We offer PZP, an immunocontraceptive, to mares, 
thereby reducing pregnancy and allowing wild mustangs to 
stay on the territories. A viable solution, not a bandaid.
Noteworthy | Wild mustangs living on public lands in 
the west are subject to brutal round ups and then put in 
holding pens until the end of their lives. Minimal numbers 
are adopted and failed adoptions often results in abuse and 
wild horses being sold for slaughter. Habitat loss, drought 
and human impact from mining, oil and gas production, 
and grazing of millions of head of privately owned cattle on 
public lands all contribute to mustangs losing their freedom. 
Our PZP work allows more mustangs to roam wild and free.

WildEarth Guardians
Santa Fe

Mission | WildEarth Guardians protects and restores the 
wildlife, wild places, wild rivers, and health of the American 
West. We are working to end trapping, poisoning and aerial 
gunning of native species on their native landscapes and  
shift the paradigm to one of non-lethal management  
and coexistence.
Proposal | We seek funds to support our End the War on 
Wildlife and Trap Free New Mexico Campaigns. Our End 
the War on Wildlife Campaign is focused on reforming 
Wildlife Services, a federal program that inhumanely kills 
tens of thousands of coyotes, and hundreds of other native 
carnivores and wildlife every year, primarily on public lands. 
Our Trap Free Campaign is focused on enacting a legislative 
ban on traps, snares, and poisons on New Mexico's public 
lands to protect native wildlife and public safety.
Noteworthy | Trapping on public lands is still legal and largely 
unregulated in New Mexico, harming endangered species like 
the Mexican gray wolf, and imperiling other wildlife, people, 
and companion animals. Recent high-profile trapping incidents 
near Española and in the Santa Fe National Forest have 
included companion animals being maimed or killed. Despite 
these incidents and nearly 70% of NM voters opposing the 
use of traps, state wildlife agencies have only made superficial 
changes to trapping rules.
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Our Mission is to enhance and strengthen the 
systems of care that address the most challenging 
health and social needs in Santa Fe and northern 
New Mexico with a unified funding strategy. 

This year, in partnership with Anchorum 
St. Vincent and CHRISTUS St. Vincent, the 
Santa Fe Community Foundation established the 
Community Health Funder Alliance dedicated 
to improving health and wellness in Santa Fe and 
northern New Mexico.

The Alliance partners have combined funds to create two 
pooled tiers of funding, including Community Grants and 
Health Impact Grants, focused on health and wellness in 
the following areas across the lifespan.

•  Maternal Health and Early Childhood

•  School-Age Children and Adolescent Health, Wellness 

•  Adult Physical Health

•  Adult Behavioral Health

•  Women's Health

•  Senior Health and Wellness

•  Social Determinants of Health Across the Lifespan

The geographic region for community health grants includes 
Santa Fe, Los Alamos, Taos, Colfax, Mora, Rio Arriba and 
San Miguel counties.

HEALTH & WELLBEING: COMMUNITY HEALTH FUNDER ALLIANCE

SANTA FE
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION
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All Aboard Earth 
Santa Fe

Mission | To connect youth with healthy living through 
gardening, nutrition, exercise and environmental education. 
Our programs integrate online multi-media content with 
hands-on learning activities, original music and dance 
routines, giving students the chance to connect with the 
intelligence of their bodies as they learn. Our goal is to 
cultivate passion for environmental stewardship and physical 
health — what we eat, how we move and how we take care  
of the place we live.
Proposal | We are seeking $10,000 for a youth health and 
wellness program focused around the themes of gardening, 
nutrition, exercise and environmental education. This 
program will give youth the tools and knowledge to grow 
their own food and adopt a nutritious diet, improving mental 
and physical health.
Noteworthy | Almost 15 out of every 100 teenagers in  
Santa Fe are considered obese. Only 18.4% of high school 
students report eating five or more servings of fruit/
vegetables each day in 2017. (Community Needs Health 
Assessment, p. 43) In addition to weight maintenance, 
working in the garden and eating fresh produce balances 
neurochemistry and hormones, reducing depression  
and strengthening the immune system. (Association of 
Nature and Forest Therapy)

Alzheimer's Association,  
New Mexico Chapter
Santa Fe

Mission | The Alzheimer's Association leads the way to end 
Alzheimer's and all other dementia — by accelerating global 
research, driving risk reduction and early detection, and 
maximizing quality care and support.
Proposal | We are committed to funding vital research to 
find a treatment, prevention or cure but, until that time we 
seek funds to provide services and support to impacted 
individuals and families in northern New Mexico.
Noteworthy | The Alzheimer's Association, New Mexico 
Chapter provides support, fundraising and advocacy on 
behalf of the 43,000 New Mexicans with Alzheimer's  
disease and their 108,000 unpaid family caregivers.

Assistance Dogs of the West
Santa Fe

Mission | To build successful working partnerships between 
clients and dogs that empower people and open doors to 
new opportunities.
Proposal | Funding will support the acquisition, training,  
and placement of assistance dogs with northern New Mexico 
residents having physical and/or psychiatric disabilities. Our 
dogs assist with disabilities such as mobility impairment, 
autism, diabetes, seizures, traumatic brain injury, PTSD 
(military and civilian), anxiety and depression. ADW also 
trains and places Courthouse Facility Dogs who work with 
vulnerable victims and witnesses of crime in the investigation 
and prosecution of crime.
Noteworthy | For people with disabilities (28% of  
New Mexico population), trained assistance dogs 
provide life-changing physical and emotional support, 
promote greater independence and self-reliance, increase 
independent daily living, and offer unconditional love  
and companionship. In the judicial system, the dogs  
assist special victims' advocates in providing a safe and 
supportive environment for depositions, mediation and  
trial preparation and testimony.
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Bag 'N' Hand Pantry
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide nutritious food in a caring environment 
to the hungry of Santa Fe. We do this by inviting the clients 
to come in and enjoy some social time as they wait to go 
through the distribution line. We provide integrity to our 
clients by allowing them to choose the foods they will use. 
We interact with the clients so we can determine what their 
needs are and plan classes, etc. that will educate them in the 
areas of their needs.
Proposal | The Bag-N-Hand Food Pantry seeks funds to 
distribute food to those who are food insecure in Santa Fe 
and the surrounding area. We are open two mornings a 
week, plus two evening distributions per month for the 
working poor. Our distribution has been set up so that clients 
have gone through the line and chosen what they needed 
rather than given a box of food. During this time of COVID 
we have had to adapt for safety reasons and operate as a 
drive-through with pre-boxed food.
Noteworthy | In 2017, 21% of children were in households 
that were food insecure in Santa Fe. This statistic holds for 
our population, which is about 22% of children in households 
we serve. During the last quarter of 2019 we started seeing 
an increase in the numbers of households we were serving, 
as well as at the beginning of 2020. Then the pandemic hit 
and we have seen an exponential increase in the numbers of 
families who are in need.

Bienvenidos Outreach, Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide food and clothing to those in need in 
Santa Fe and the surrounding areas.
Proposal | Since 1989 Bienvenidos Outreach has provided 
assistance with food, clothing and household goods to our 
clients, always at no cost or obligation to them. We request 
funds in order to continue to enhance our food programs by 

adding healthier food selections for children, the elderly, and 
those with medical conditions who are the most vulnerable  
of our clients.
Noteworthy | According to the Food Research & Action 
Center (September 2019), 19.5% of New Mexicans  
(399,456 people) are living in poverty (second worst state  
in the country), and 26.3% of children in New Mexico 
(124,024 children) live in poverty (also second worst state  
in the country).

Big Brothers Big Sisters Mountain Region
Santa Fe

Mission | Big Brothers Big Sisters Mountain Region creates 
professionally supported one-on-one mentoring relationships 
that ignite the power and promise of youth. Our vision is 
that through the guidance of life-changing mentors all youth 
can achieve their full potential. Research shows that children 
matched in our program are 90% more likely to do well in 
school, 46% less likely to use drugs or alcohol, and 89% less 
likely to make bad decisions.
Proposal | We seek funding to continue offering support to 
our most vulnerable youth. Connection is vital for the health 
and wellbeing of our children which is why we are requesting 
$12,000 in funds to support our expanding technology 
efforts to ensure that all children are able to stay connected 
to their mentors. These funds will allow our matches to 
use virtual technologies such as text, phone, and video 
conferencing to reduce social isolation and continue on  
the path to success.
Noteworthy | Positive youth development research has 
long demonstrated that youth benefit from close, caring 
relationships with adult positive role models. A 2013 study by 
Herrera, DuBois, & Grossman showed that after an average 
of 10 months of mentoring, youth fared better than those 
without mentors in emotional/psychological wellbeing, social 
relationships, academic attitudes, and self-reported grades. 
Also notable were reductions in depression symptoms across 
all groups who participated.
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Cancer Foundation for New Mexico
Santa Fe

Mission | To help save lives by providing the needed 
support to enable every northern New Mexican with cancer 
to access treatment in Santa Fe.
Proposal | CFFNM is the only local, independent nonprofit 
to offer the life-critical services needed to ensure access to 
treatment for all low-income northern New Mexicans with 
cancer who suffer disproportionately in their effort to start 
and complete their cancer treatment. These support services 
include transportation reimbursement, overnight lodging 
near the cancer center, grocery cards and support groups for 
patients, families and caregivers.
Noteworthy | In 2019 CFFNM supported more than 28,000 
cancer patient visits to Santa Fe for treatment, up 33% from 
the 21,000 patient visits supported in 2017. However, the 
number of Native American cancer patient visits remained 
flat during that time period. Our research discovered that 
this statistic is due to lack of awareness of CFFNM programs 
in the region's tribal communities.

Cancer Services of New Mexico
Albuquerque

Mission | To provide services that reduce cancer suffering 
for New Mexico's families. Our vision is that every  
New Mexican family will have access to the information, 
support, and resources that they need to cope with cancer.
Proposal | A cancer diagnosis impacts the entire family 
system. Our programs go beyond just supporting cancer 
patients. We include their family members, loved ones, and 
caregivers who are also impacted by the disease. We work 
closely with other cancer services providers across the state 
to coordinate programs and minimize duplication of effort.

Noteworthy | Over 100,000 New Mexicans are currently 
living with cancer and over 10,000 new cases are diagnosed 
each year. New Mexico's cancer patients and their caregivers 
need better tools and resources for managing the disease. 
For many, it is hard to get assistance with practical issues 
related to treatment and disease management.

Cancer Support Services/Holy Cross 
Medical Center
Taos

Mission | Cancer Support Services is committed to 
providing non-medical services to people with cancer and 
their families in Taos and western Colfax counties.
Proposal | We are requesting funds for core support for our 
Cancer Support Services Program which strives to alleviate 
some of the emotional, physical and financial challenges for 
individuals fighting cancer. This funding would allow us to 
improve the quality of life for our clients by helping to meet 
basic needs with non-clinical support.
Noteworthy | The American Cancer Society estimates 
there will be 9,800 new cases of cancer diagnosed in 
New Mexico in 2020 and projects that there will be 3,720 
deaths from cancer this year. Cancer is the #1 cause of death 
in Taos County. Individuals with cancer in Taos must travel 
to Santa Fe or Albuquerque to receive treatment for their 
disease which creates a financial burden. In Taos County, 21% 
of our residents live below the poverty line, so this financial 
impact is felt even more deeply. 
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Caregiver Wellness Retreat
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide pro-active health and wellness day-
long retreats emphasizing self-care for family caregivers of 
Alzheimer's and other dementias through Self-awareness, 
Wellness Education and Community Support for those in 
similar caregiving circumstances. We partner with Memory 
Care Alliance of northern New Mexico and The Alzheimer's 
Association to educate and raise community-wide awareness 
for issues concerning the overall health of caregivers and 
prevention for caregiver burnout.
Proposal | CWR seeks to increase sustainability by 
substantially increasing the scope of volunteer coordination, 
respite care, and post-retreat programs. To cost-effectively 
support our rapid growth and operations with a lean core staff, 
we seek funding for a volunteer coordinator and offer respite 
funding to serve over 300 caregivers. The VC will recruit 
and collaborate with more than 160 wellness professionals to 
provide wellness tools to cope with caregiver burnout.
Noteworthy | Statistics show that >30% of caregivers die 
before those they are caring for. (Ref: Alz Association) CWR 
provides meaningful engagement, supportive services, and 
access to wellness education making a significant difference 
in reducing burnout, stress, illness/disease and improving the 
long term quality of life for caregivers. The largest obstacles 
to wellness: time, stress, and financial resources. CWR 
teaches free tools they can use on a daily basis which  
have a powerful cumulative effect.

CASA First Judicial District 
Santa Fe

Mission | To support and promote court-appointed 
volunteer advocacy so that abused and neglected foster 
children in Santa Fe, Rio Arriba and Los Alamos counties, 
can be safe, establish a permanent home and thrive.
Proposal | CASA First asks for your help so that foster 
children from Santa Fe, Rio Arriba and Los Alamos counties 
who have experienced physical, emotional or sexual abuse 

and severe neglect are no longer in harm's way, are in a safe 
loving forever home and have the supports and oversight 
needed to thrive. Our court appointed volunteers are fierce 
advocates in and out of court and caring adults for the most 
traumatized and vulnerable children in our community.
Noteworthy | Last fiscal year, there were over 1,400 
accepted reports of child abuse and neglect in Santa Fe, 
Rio Arriba and Los Alamos counties. The child victims 
who suffer the most severe abuse and have no one able to 
safely care for them, are taken into custody. About 2,400 
children enter foster care each year in New Mexico. Last year 
CASA represented 175 children, a third were five years old 
or younger, with half birth to two years old. There are foster 
children in our district without an advocate. 

Casa Milagro
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide a sustainable, safe, and therapeutic 
home that supports the recovery of wellness and thriving of 
each of our formerly homeless residents.
Proposal | At Casa M, we are working diligently to provide 
a strong, healthy, and sustainable place for those we serve to 
stabilize, recover health, and thrive in community. Our vision 
of healthy belonging includes honoring the human family's 
place amidst the grandness of the natural world. Thanks to 
all your amazing support, we now expect that by the end 
of 2020, the facility's deferred maintenance projects will be 
complete and solar panels will be providing our electricity. 
We are getting there! Onward!
Noteworthy | Though over the past decade, the United 
States has achieved reductions in homelessness, in the last 
few years the numbers are increasing again. In the time 
between the two most recently reported Point In Time 
counts — in 2018 and 2019 — unsheltered homelessness 
increased across all racial groups in the United States. In 
this same one year time frame, New Mexico was one of the 
states reported to have the largest increases in homelessness 
with a 27% increase counted.
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Catholic Charities
Albuquerque

Mission | Founded in 1945 in Santa Fe, Catholic Charities 
has built a wide range of programs to meet the continually 
changing needs of the community throughout Santa Fe, 
Bernalillo, Sandoval, and Valencia counties. Our mission is to 
put faith in action to improve the lives of those in need and 
our vision is to honor human dignity. Today, our programs 
include senior transportation, immigration legal assistance, 
refugee support, homelessness assistance, adult education, 
early childhood education, and more.
Proposal | Funding will support our Partnering for Seniors 
program in Santa Fe. PFS provides free door-to-door rides 
for seniors in need after hospital discharges and to and from 
medical appointments/health services. With the help of our 
volunteer drivers and community partners, we provide both 
same-day and scheduled rides, as well as companionship and 
connect them with other services they may need.
Noteworthy | Santa Fe's senior population is nearly 6% 
higher than the national average and expected to make up 
a third of the city population by 2040. As individuals age 
they face more health needs and changes that may affect 
their ability to drive, which can leave seniors unable to access 
health care and feeling isolated. Studies by Santa Fe County 
and Transportation for America have found that Santa Fe 
has poor public transit access for this population, particularly 
low-income individuals.

Child Counseling Center & Play Therapy 
Institute of New Mexico
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide healing-centered, trauma and practice-
informed mental health services for children and families  
and to provide training and supervision for professionals in 
New Mexico.
Proposal | CCCPTI of New Mexico is seeking capacity 
building funds to turn the curve on the shortage of 
behavioral health providers that work with children ages 
one to two. We offer mental/behavioral health counseling 
for children in our community with therapists trained in 
children's mental health and play therapy. We provide 
monthly trainings in play therapy for therapists. The more 
skills therapists have working with children increases the 
number of providers willing to work with children.
Noteworthy | September 2019 US Department of HHS, 
Provider Shortages and Limited Availability of Behavioral 
Health Services in New Mexico's Medicaid Managed 
Care: "Behavioral health organizations report challenges 
with continuity of care, citing limited care coordination and 
provider shortages. Almost all of New Mexico's counties 
have a 'health professional shortage area' for mental health." 
See Health Resources and Services Administration, Health 
Professional Shortage Areas Find. May 24, 2019.
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Children's Grief Center of New Mexico 
Albuquerque 

Mission | To provide a safe and supportive environment 
where children, teens, young adults (up to age 25) and their 
caregivers can share feelings and experiences while grieving 
a loved one's death. CGC is the only organization of its 
kind in central New Mexico and all programs are provided 
at no cost. Outcomes are measured twice per year and 
goals include at least 85% of participants reporting specific, 
measurable improvements in their health and wellbeing. 
Proposal | We seek funds to allow young people to 
participate in support groups and monthly workshops 
for free. During these uncertain times we're transitioning 
programs to a digital format in order to serve existing clients 
and reach new grieving families in need of support. Providing 
support virtually allows people from all over the state to 
access care without having to drive to Albuquerque; which 
for some families is not an option, due to limited resources 
(money, transportation, etc.).
Noteworthy | New Mexico is second in the nation for 
number of youth experiencing the death of a parent or 
sibling by age 18 (Judi's House/JAG Institute, 2020). There 
is a severe lack of resources for grieving kids. When their 
needs are left unaddressed they become five times more 
likely to die by suicide (US Census Bureau), nine times more 
likely to drop out of high school (Natl. Principals Assoc.), ten 
times more likely to engage in substance abuse (Rainbows 
for All God's Children), and twenty times more likely to 
develop behavioral disorders (CDC). 

Comedor de San Pasqual
Las Vegas, NM

Mission | To provide food and the opportunity to socialize to 
anyone across the life span in the Las Vegas area. Besides a 
balanced hot meal two days a week, Comedor also provides 
food pantry bags which contain items from each major food 
group. Persons may take as many bags as they wish. To-go 
meals are provided upon request. Any food remaining from 
the meal is shared with the local homeless shelter. 

Proposal | Comedor feeds anyone for free, two hot 
meals per week. We supplement takeout meals with non-
perishables that will extend the week's food with balanced 
nutritional items. Comedor is located in Las Vegas, NM, 
on the Old Town Plaza. We do not receive commodity 
assistance from the government and seek funding to offset 
these costs.
Noteworthy | 32% of San Miguel County's population lives 
below the poverty rate, with children at 36% (US Census 
data). The national poverty rate is below 13.1%. Seniors have 
fixed incomes. We serve families and individuals who have 
a need for better nutrition to help meet expenses. There 
are many people without transportation to get to free food 
distribution options locally. Our central location in Old Town 
allows us to best reach a low income population.

Coming Home Connection
Santa Fe

Mission | Coming Home Connection, trains, places and 
supports volunteer and professional caregivers in homes and 
other settings where help is needed to assist clients and their 
families through sickness, old age and the end of life.
Proposal | Funds from this grant will: 1) Support Casa Cielo 
hospice house, a tranquil place where people can come to die 
with dignity, surrounded by love and caregiving regardless  
of their ability to pay. 2) Support our volunteer programs: 
The Kindness Crew and Casa Companions. 3) Provide  
high quality, low-cost and free home care to seniors in  
need or at-risk, allowing them to safely age-in-place, in  
part by preventing falls, a major cause of avoidable deaths  
in New Mexico.
Noteworthy | Conde Nast and US World Report named 
Santa Fe as on of the top ten places to retire. This invitation 
has increased our community's senior population to 23.2% 
of Santa Fe County's, with 8.4% living in poverty. Elders 
in our community are often managing chronic conditions 
and facing complex challenges to stay healthy, including 
barriers to accessing care. (CSV 2020 CHNA). We are the 
only nonprofit providing free and affordable care to seniors 
directly in their homes and through our inpatient hospice.



HEALTH & WELLBEING: COMMUNITY HEALTH FUNDER ALLIANCE 

2 2

Communities in Schools New Mexico
Santa Fe

Mission | Communities In Schools of New Mexico (CIS) 
surrounds students with a community of support, empowering 
them to stay in school and achieve in life. Since 2012, CIS has 
been providing comprehensive wraparound supports in ten 
underserved Santa Fe public schools to ensure greater equity 
and access for all children. CIS is actively responding to the 
needs of students, and their families — always, and especially 
during the COVID-19 crisis.
Proposal | We seek funds to address both the academic 
and nonacademic needs of students. Working with school 
leadership and staff, CIS site coordinators — who are based 
inside schools — prioritize the needs of the school, determine 
which supports need to be increased or improved and 
identify supports that the schools need but don't currently 
have. In addition to the school needs assessment, site 
coordinators also identify students at risk of dropping out, 
assess what they need and then find the right supports to 
ensure they stay on track to graduate.
Noteworthy | In Santa Fe Public Schools there are 
approximately 13,000 students enrolled and 74% (9,000) 
qualify for free-and-reduced lunch (SFPS, 2019), a federal 
indicator of poverty. These students face many barriers to 
learning — including hunger, lack of stable housing, trauma, 
and reduced ability to concentrate. Without community 
support, these students are at high risk for dropping out, 
perpetuating cycles of poverty. SFPS's graduation rate 
averages 71%, 13 points below the national average.

Community Against Violence
Taos

Mission | To foster and support a community free from all 
forms of domestic and sexual violence.
Proposal | Community Against Violence (CAV) requests 
funding to continue best-practice, one-stop, and safe 
services to child and adult survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence, and child abuse and neglect. Supporting CAV 

services allows for continued, exemplary, client-centered, 
trauma-informed programs for survivors in rural and 
geographically-isolated communities in north central  
New Mexico.
Noteworthy | Community Against Violence provided direct 
services to 885 child and adult survivors of domestic/sexual 
violence and child abuse/neglect in 2018–19. Of those,  
249 were cases of child abuse/neglect in the seven north 
central counties of: Taos, Rio Arriba, Colfax, Union,  
San Miguel, Guadalupe, and Mora. These numbers of 
clients being provided direct services by CAV continues 
in an upward trend as more survivors reach out for critical 
assistance and support.

Compassionate Touch Network dba 
Breaking the Silence New Mexico
Santa Fe

Mission | To promote mental health literacy, wellbeing,  
and advocacy for adolescents and adults through education, 
personal story, and the arts. Our primary focus is the public 
health challenge surrounding mental illness, suicide, and 
associated stigma.
Proposal | BTSNM promotes a culture of mental wellness 
by breaking the silence, shame, and stigma on the public 
health challenge surrounding mental illness and suicide for 
all New Mexicans. We seek funds to support our evidence-
informed, proactive mental health and suicide prevention 
education program for upper elementary, middle, and high 
school adolescents in public and charter schools throughout 
the state. This program includes education for school 
personnel, parents, and the community.
Noteworthy | Nearly one in five adults in the United States 
live with mental illness and half of all lifetime cases of mental 
illness begin by age 14, with the average delay between 
onset of symptoms and intervention at eight to ten years. 
Our programs focus on education, early intervention of 
mental illness and referral to treatment, suicide prevention, 
and support for those living with mental illness to better 
understand their illness, stay in treatment, and recognize  
the value they bring to their community.
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Cooking With Kids
Santa Fe

Mission | Cooking with Kids educates and empowers 
children and families to make healthy food choices through 
hands-on learning with fresh, affordable foods.
Proposal | Cooking with Kids requests funding for hands-
on food and nutrition education activities, where students 
explore, prepare, and enjoy fresh, affordable foods from 
diverse cultural traditions. We aim to positively change eating 
behaviors, increase home cooking practices, and support 
public schools in their efforts to engage students in creative 
and cross-disciplinary ways.
Noteworthy | In northern New Mexico, one in four children 
live in homes without consistent access to adequate food 
and one-third of 3rd grade students are overweight or obese. 
Despite these sobering facts, very few elementary school 
students receive nutrition education.

Dreamtree Project, Inc.
Taos

Mission | DreamTree Project provides housing and 
compassionate support services for youth in crisis. Our  
vision is that all New Mexico youth have stability, support, 
and the opportunity to pursue their dreams.
Proposal | Funding keeps our programs operating and 
serving homeless teens and young people: the Street 
Outreach Program for youth on the streets, the Emergency 
Youth Shelter for youth ages 12 to 17, the Transitional Living 
Program for youth ages 16 to 24, and the DreamTree 
Families Program, for young parents and their children.
Noteworthy | The Youth Risk and Resiliency Survey has 
shown that 6.6% of teenagers in New Mexico struggle with 
housing instability every year; in our five-county service area, 
this rate jumps to 7.9%. This amounts to hundreds of young 
people throughout north central and north east New Mexico 
who are sleeping in a shelter, in a motel or hotel, in public 
spaces, doubled up, and/or couch surfing.

Española Pathways Shelter
Española

Mission | To provide homeless men and women access to 
viable pathways towards a more productive life.
Proposal | We seek to fulfill both the short and long term 
needs of people experiencing homelessness in Rio Arriba 
County, through the provision of temporary shelter, food, 
respect, referral to health care and long term housing, 
transportation, job training, and barrier jumping in order to 
encourage people experiencing homelessness to stay on the 
road to a more productive life.
Noteworthy | In January 2019, the Continuums of Care to 
the US Department of HUD, reported that on any given day 
New Mexico has an estimated 3,241 residents experiencing 
homelessness. 246 of this total are family households, 257 are 
veterans, 216 are unaccompanied young adults (aged 18–24), 
and 1,455 are individuals experiencing chronic homelessness. 
No homelessness data exists for our area, but we do know 
that Rio Arriba County has a Distressed Community Index 
rating of 95.5/100.

Esperanza Shelter, Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | To shelter those threatened by domestic violence 
and to support healthy relationships.
Proposal | Esperanza Shelter seeks funding in support of the 
comprehensive services it provides for survivors of domestic 
abuse — primarily women and children. Our trauma-informed 
care services include a 24/7 crisis hotline, emergency shelter, 
non-residential services, advocacy, adult and child therapy, 
life skills education, community navigation and court advocacy.
Noteworthy | In New Mexico, one in three women and one 
in seven men are victimized by a domestic violence (DV) 
abuser at some time in their lives. In 2017, a child was present 
at 30% of DV incidents in New Mexico. Of those present at 
the DV incident, 23% of those children were also physically 
abused and 7% of those children had also been sexually 
abused by the offender.
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The Family YMCA & The Española YMCA 
Teen Center
Española

Mission | To build community strength by focusing on youth 
development, healthy living, and social responsibility. The 
mission of our Española YMCA Teen Center is to strengthen 
the efficacy of community youth through educational 
support and positive youth development programs.
Proposal | The Española YMCA Teen Center seeks funding 
to advance teen health and resiliency by providing tutoring, 
life-skills classes, recreational programs, and caring adult 
mentors who will guide youth toward responsible choices and 
who will assist to connect teens in need to advanced medical 
and behavior health resources.
Noteworthy | A 2014 State of New Mexico Children, Youth 
and Families Department report says that Rio Arriba County 
ranked fourth highest of all 33 New Mexico counties in 
severity for early childhood risk factors. Rio Arriba County 
ranked "severe" in these indicators: Domestic violence rate: 
#1; High School graduation rate: #2; Percentage of preterm 
births (less than 37 wks): #3; Percentage of low and very low 
birth weight infants: #5; Adolescent birth rate: #7.

The Friendship Club
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide and maintain a multi-use community 
center that promotes activities and events focusing on 
mental, spiritual and physical recovery. We provide an 
inviting, safe, supportive environment where people in 
recovery can heal and help one another.
Proposal | As alcoholism and drug addiction continue to 
ravage all segments of society, the Friendship Club has 
established itself as a sanctuary and a beacon of hope for 
the Santa Fe Recovery Community. Since our last grant 
proposal, we now have four certified Peer Support personnel 
at the Club to immediately provide these services to this 

underserved population. Further, as liquor stores are deemed 
non-essential and more people will be catapulted into 
unintended detox, Friendship Club can help those in need.
Noteworthy | Over the last four years, the attendance and 
meetings have doubled. We now host over 65 meetings 
weekly with 1,750 people coming through our doors each 
week. We are aware that the programs the Friendship Club 
offers continue to change and be expanded. 

Gerard's House
Santa Fe

Mission | Gerard's House creates safe places where healing 
happens through acceptance and peer support for grieving 
children, teenagers and adults. Because we are here for 
everyone who is grieving the death of — or separation 
from — a loved one, we energetically focus on reaching 
children and families who live on the margins: those who are 
homeless, living in poverty, have attempted suicide or whose 
families have fled violence in Central America and Mexico. 
Proposal | When a child, teenager or adult experiences 
the death of — or separation from — a loved one, Gerard's 
House is there with free grief support services. Programs are 
collaborative, mobile, bilingual, culturally specific, free of 
charge and accessible in multiple ways. We seek funding  
for our services which include 28 weekly peer grief support 
groups, a mobile unit, suicide-prevention programs, individual 
sessions, crisis response services and summer camps, each 
uniquely designed for those experiencing life-changing loss.
Noteworthy | In our grief support groups for Latino 
immigrant youth, 10% of participants are missing both 
parents (because of death, detention, deportation, 
incarceration or immigration status), 21% are missing their 
mother, 47% are missing their father, 6% are missing a sibling 
or best friend and 18% report multiple losses. 85.5% of 
participants in this program reported feeling more supported 
and more cared about after being in a grief support group, 
from their pre- to post-survey.
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High Country Supported Living
Santa Fe

Mission | To create a community living and learning center 
for New Mexicans of all abilities, where culture, art, land and 
lifestyles are celebrated. Through our property in northern 
New Mexico, we provide a beautiful physical setting where 
disabled and non-disabled members of the surrounding 
communities can come together to grow, learn and share 
through a variety of programs that will include cooking, 
gardening and art, among other activities.
Proposal | We seek funding to help increase our capacity, 
allowing us to launch our integrated job training and life 
skills programs with a focus on gardening and cooking in 
2020–2021. The goals of these programs are to improve 
healthy eating habits and reduce the social isolation of 
developmentally disabled adults by offering fun and 
engaging classes where they learn how to identify, grow 
and eat fresh foods using High Country Supported Living's 
gardens in Jacona.
Noteworthy | Obesity has been identified as a health 
priority for the New Mexico Department of Health. 
The adult obesity rate in New Mexico has been steadily 
increasing since 1998. In 2017 the rate was 15.2% to 28.4%. 
Adults with disabilities in New Mexico have an even higher 
rate of obesity — 32.1%. Obesity not only impacts a person's 
physical health; it also negatively affects a person's mental 
health. Over 30% of obese adults over age 18 in New Mexico 
also struggle with depression.

Interfaith Community Shelter Group, Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide safe, hospitable shelter, food and 
clothing to men, women and children experiencing 
homelessness in Santa Fe, and to promote self reliance by 
providing a point of entry to the other services necessary to 
make the transition from homelessness to stable housing. 
There are three components to our programming: the 
Seasonal Night Shelter, the Day Services Program and the 
Women's Summer Safe Haven.

Proposal | We seek funds to support our work as the only 
"come-as-you-are" or "minimal barrier" shelter in northern 
New Mexico, which means we accept everyone, regardless 
of condition or circumstance, including their pets. Last year, 
the Interfaith Community Shelter at Pete's Place served 1,187 
discrete individuals for 22,946 bed nights, served 64,683 
meals and distributed 42,011 articles of clothing. We are a 
largely volunteer agency with 46 faith and community groups 
and 2,000 active volunteers.
Noteworthy | The greatest challenge to our community is 
the number of people who live in poverty; more than 20%  
of New Mexico residents and 14.4% of Santa Fe residents. 
Santa Fe Public School's Adelante program counts more 
than 1,100 homeless students. In a recently released HUD 
report, New Mexico ranked number two, behind Washington 
DC in the highest percentage of chronically homeless, and 
behind Montana, in homeless veterans. New Mexico had a 
57% increase in homelessness last year, the largest increase  
in the country.

Kitchen Angels
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide free, freshly prepared and nutritious 
meals to homebound individuals living with chronic, life 
threatening or terminal illnesses.
Proposal | We seek funds to help us improve the health of 
homebound residents in the greater Santa Fe area who face 
life challenging or terminal medical conditions and who are 
financially limited in their ability to meet their daily nutrition 
needs by providing free, nutritious, specially prepared meals 
delivered to their homes.
Noteworthy | In the US, one in three chronically ill 
individuals cannot afford food, medications, or both.  
The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
estimates that 60.5% of adults age 65 and older have  
two or more chronic medical conditions.
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Los Alamos Family Council
Los Alamos

Mission | To improve social and emotional wellbeing 
through education, prevention, and counseling.
Proposal | We seek funding to further expand affordable 
mental and behavioral health support to those in need. 
Helping individuals and families to overcome difficulties  
that arise from previous trauma enable those same 
individuals and families to prevent future traumas in those  
they love — we aim to help them in that endeavor.
Noteworthy | One in five of our clients struggles to make 
their co-payments to receive mental health treatment for 
themselves and their dependents. Just over half of our clients 
are Medicaid clients. We are trying to ensure that clients are 
able to receive the treatment they need regardless of their 
ability to pay.

Make-A-Wish Foundation of New Mexico
Albuquerque 

Mission | We create life-changing wishes for children with 
critical illnesses. By demonstrating that a wish can come 
true, we encourage a child to envision a positive future and 
to remain an active partner in treatment when courage and 
hope begin to fade. We believe wishes improve the odds for 
wish kids fighting critical illnesses. Wishes inspire and have 
the power to change lives. Most importantly, wishes can 
improve a child's quality of life, giving them a better chance 
of recovering.
Proposal | Wishes can't wait because we are always in a 
race against time. Kids with critical illnesses need a wish 
experience to give them hope and help them heal. While 
most of our children do survive and thrive, we never know 
when or which child may lose their battle. Support from 
donors like you is critical to achieving our vision of granting 
the wish of every eligible child and providing life-changing 
experiences for wish kids and families at a time when it is 
truly needed. 

Noteworthy | The New Mexico chapter was established 
in 1986, and in January of 1987 we granted our first Wish 
for Donovan, who Wished for his very own bicycle. In the 
past 30 years we have granted more than 2,200 Wishes 
to New Mexico children! We are incredibly grateful to our 
donors, supporters and volunteers who have helped to make 
our success possible as we strive to reach as many eligible 
New Mexico children as possible.

McCurdy Schools of Northern New Mexico 
DBA McCurdy Ministries
Española

Mission | McCurdy Ministries Community Center creates 
hope and empowers the lives of children, youth, adults 
and families through education, life skills, and faith-based 
programs in the Española Valley.
Proposal | McCurdy Ministries Community Center 
(MMCC) sponsors Project Cariño, a free school based mental 
heath counseling program, which serves 28% of the school age 
population of the Española Valley AND their families. Services 
include play, talk and family therapy, support groups, crisis 
intervention, Big Buddy/Little Buddy program, educational 
programs and support of the MMCC & McCurdy Charter 
School staff and administration. Project Cariño works to build 
resiliency in our students and their families.
Noteworthy | According to the US Census Quick Facts, 
35% of the residents of Española live below the Federal 
Poverty Line. The Rio Arriba County Health Council 
states that due to drug and alcohol addiction rates and 
incarceration rates, 60% of our students are being raised 
by their grandparents. Through Project Cariño, MMCC is 
working to improve the self esteem, mental health, resiliency, 
educational and life skills of our students who are adversely 
affected by these statistics.
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Mesa to Mesa
Española

Mission | To bring people together to improve the 
health, safety and security of low income homeowners in 
northern New Mexico by performing minor repairs to their 
homes, facilitating larger repairs by means of referrals and 
collaborations, and providing home maintenance education.
Proposal | We seek funding to help those in most need of 
our services — low income, disabled, elderly, homes with 
young children, and those in crisis situations, to live safely 
and with dignity. We do this by making small home repairs, 
free of charge to qualifying families.
Noteworthy | According to the New Mexico Department  
of Health, New Mexico's fall-related death rate was 1.5 times  
greater than the US rate in 2017. In 2018, there were  
5,829 hospital visits in those 65 and older, because of falls. 
This is up from 5,515 visits in 2017, an increase of over  
5%. Our organization works with elderly clients to identify 
and minimize risks. 100% of our clients fall below the  
Federal Poverty Line which increases their chances of  
living in substandard housing.

Mora Valley Community Health Services, Inc.
Mora 

Mission | To deliver excellent primary care and related 
services to Mora residents.
Proposal | MVCHS seeks funding to: provide case 
management services and a variety of resources to Adult 
Day Services participants, to include, but not limited to: 
groceries, utility assistance, firewood, transportation services, 
house and yard cleaning, primary care coordination, and 
personal care services, during their homebound stay resulting 
from COVID. Adult Day Services has been mandated to 
close due to COVID and these at risk participants need 
resources and assistance until they can return.

Noteworthy | Adult Day Services participants are referred 
to MVCHS' program by Adult Protective Services because 
they have been deemed to be at risk of abuse, neglect, and/
or exploitation. According to New Mexico's Adult Protective 
Services Division "Adult abuse, neglect, and exploitation 
are under-reported, yet can have severe or even deadly 
consequences. Older victims are four times more likely to be 
admitted to a nursing home, and have a risk of dying three 
times that of non-abused seniors.”

Mountain Home Health Care, Inc.
Taos

Mission | To provide superior quality home health and hospice 
to anyone in Taos and Colfax counties regardless of ethnicity, 
gender, age, or ability to pay. Our provision of care depends 
on each client's needs —, whether involving a short evaluation 
period of supportive and instructive care, an indefinite period 
for chronic maintenance care, or terminal care at home. We 
appreciate Taos' cultural diversity with respect and dignity, 
enhancing the quality of life for our community.
Proposal | We serve 750 patients directly with additional 
caregiver education and counseling support to serve 3,500 
people in Taos every year. We turn no one away, and as 
such have an active indigent Care Program, providing the 
same level of compassionate care based on an individual's 
needs to everyone, irrespective of health care coverage. 
Funding support will go directly toward indigent care 
expenses as well as the strain of additional expenses resulting 
from the current COVID-19 pandemic.
Noteworthy | According to Data USA, Taos County, a rural 
county of 2,200 sq miles, has a 21.3% poverty rate across a 
culturally diverse population. Over 25% of Taos County is 
65+ years old. Uninsured individuals in Taos County are  
11.9% of the population, while 16.8% are currently on 
Medicare and 33.9% on Medicaid. While those with private 
health insurance pay $4,155 on personal medical care, those 
with Medicaid pay $5,445, and those with Medicare pay 
$8,663. We have a 97% return to hospital prevention rate.
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Mountain Kids!
Santa Fe

Mission | Mountain Kids! is an outdoor education and 
adventure program for children and youth based in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. We aim to foster a sense of community and 
personal challenge, while instilling a love of nature and all 
that it provides. Our goal is to reach all children in Santa Fe 
and beyond, helping to create a healthy new generation of 
young people, that care about the earth, themselves and 
each other.
Proposal | We seek funding for Mountain Girls which 
provides middle school girls with an opportunity to build 
confidence, improve health, leadership skills, and a love of 
nature through activities such as hiking, guided exploration 
and natural play. Topics of body image, healthy food choices, 
self awareness and peer relationships are built into weekly 
discussions, guided journaling and activities designed to 
build confidence in the girls' bodies and themselves. 
Noteworthy | By middle school 40 to 70% of girls are 
dissatisfied with two or more parts of their body, 53% of  
13 year-old American girls are unhappy with their bodies.  
For girls, middle school is particularly stressful; puberty, social 
pressure, and unrealistic portrayals of women in the media 
leads to body image issues, anxiety, risk for depression, 
self-harm and eating disorders. Body satisfaction hits a low 
between the ages of 12 and 15 and is the most important 
component of self-esteem. 

My Little Horse Listener
Santa Fe

Mission | To help women, children and young adults recover 
from past hurts by developing a trusting and learning 
relationship with miniature equines who are trained to be 
gentle partners.
Proposal | Funds will support the cost of outreach materials, 
media and community education about the availability 
of free support to women who are living in silence with 

domestic violence and have not articulated their concerns 
and fears with anyone. Our miniature equines provide a safe 
space to articulate what has been unspoken as women take 
the first step towards safety for themselves and their children.
Noteworthy | In 2018, there were 18,884 domestic violence 
incidents reported to law enforcement in New Mexico. 6,657 
children were present. A 2005 state-wide survey revealed 
that one in every three women had experienced domestic 
violence in their lifetime. The New Mexico Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence reports that, for every violent assault 
reported, ten remain unreported.

New Mexico Center for Therapeutic Riding
Santa Fe

Mission | To expand and enrich the cognitive, physical, 
social and emotional wellbeing of children, youth, and adults 
with special needs through equine-assisted activities and 
therapies. "Changing Lives One Stride at a Time."
Proposal | Funds will be used to expand programming and 
provide scholarships for children and youth with unmet needs 
by enhancing their mental and physical wellness through two 
equine-assisted scholarship programs. Our proven School 
Outreach Program serves underserved, low-income students 
with disabilities (Down Syndrome, ADHD, autism, PTSD, 
etc.) and our research-based Self-Mastery Program serves 
at-risk youth experiencing depression, suicidal thoughts, 
substance use, bullying, aggression, etc.
Noteworthy | According to the 2016 US Census, the 
percentage of the New Mexico population living below 
the poverty line is almost double that of the overall US 
population (19.8 versus 12.7%) affecting both children with 
disabilities and at-risk youth. And according to NM-IBIS,  
the prevalence of feelings of sadness or hopelessness among 
children and youth in New Mexico (32.5%) was higher than 
that of the US as a whole. Providing scholarships to these 
children and youth gives them an opportunity to receive  
our services. 
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New Mexico Environmental  
Public Health Network
Santa Fe

Mission | The Network is a group of advocates whose 
mission is to protect public health through education and 
advocacy for environmental policies that affect New Mexican 
communities. We are nonpartisan and encourage a diversity 
of viewpoints.
Proposal | The New Mexico Environmental Public Health 
Network weeks funds to prepare an analysis of where laws and 
regulations are most needed to prevent dangerous childhood 
exposures in northern New Mexico. This may include an 
assessment for increased epidemiological surveillance 
capacity and the development of information and resources 
to inform health systems, professionals and medical providers 
about childhood environmental health risks.
Noteworthy | More than 250,000 families with young 
children living in northern New Mexico counties depend on 
a safe and healthy environment to live a good life — 12.5% of 
the state's population.

New Mexico Immigrant Law Center
Albuquerque

Mission | To advance equity and justice by empowering  
low-income immigrant communities through collaborative 
legal services, advocacy and education.
Proposal | We seek funds to ensure health access and safety 
for immigrant victims of crimes and neglected, abandoned, 
and abused children. Funds will be used to provide free 
immigration legal services and advocacy for victims of crimes 
and youth, in partnership with community organizations.

Noteworthy | According to Census data, there are  
18,454 immigrants in the City of Santa Fe. An estimated  
30% of this population is undocumented and is ineligible 
for the Heath Care Exchange and most forms of Medicaid 
due to exclusion based on immigration status under the 
Affordable Care Act.

New Mexico Legal Aid
Albuquerque

Mission | New Mexico Legal Aid (NMLA) is the voice, 
defender and advocate for poor people who are seeking 
justice in all forums, particularly in the communities in which 
they live. NMLA is committed to help poor people in their 
struggle to access food, shelter, security and to preserve their 
unique cultural heritages.
Proposal | New Mexico Legal Aid has a unique role in 
addressing health equity for all New Mexicans: providing 
free civil legal aid to low-income individuals and victims 
of violence to address socio-economic factors that affect 
their legal rights and wellbeing. Your support translates into 
families leading safer lives, keeping their homes and having 
more economic security to build better futures — thank you 
for helping us help those most in need.
Noteworthy | Each year 71% of low-income US households 
experience at least one civil legal problem, including 
problems with domestic violence, veterans' benefits, 
disability access, housing conditions, and health care. The 
rate is even higher for households with interpersonal violence 
survivors (97%), with parents/guardians of kids under 18 
(80%), and with disabled persons (80%). Most of those 
families don't get the help they need.
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New Mexico Wildlife Federation
Albuquerque

Mission | Inspiring New Mexicans to conserve public 
landscapes, watersheds, and wildlife for our children's future.
Proposal | The New Mexico Wildlife Federation is launching 
a movement to transform play and learning spaces for 
young children for the benefit of our kids, communities, 
and our planet. Our Early Childhood Health Outdoors 
(ECHO) initiative helps child care programs transform their 
playgrounds into dynamic, engaging spaces that support 
children's physical and social-emotional health, while also 
training teachers to activate these spaces. At an ECHO  
site, children start building healthy, lifelong behaviors.
Noteworthy | In the seven-county northern New Mexico 
region, nearly 27% of children live in poverty, and across 
the state, poverty is high among children ages zero to five 
(28%), Hispanic children (30%), and Native American 
children (41%). Growing up in poverty threatens healthy 
child development because it can impede children's ability 
to learn and contributes to physical and social-emotional 
problems. Providing opportunities for kids to connect to 
the natural world, including growing food, can help mitigate 
these impacts.

Nurses With Heart Home Care
Santa Fe

Mission | Heart & Soul Senior Day Center, an extension of 
the Nurses With Heart continuum of care, aims to create a 
Geriatric Center of Excellence where seniors can not only be 
safe and healthy but to also nurture our senior community in 
a caring and compassionate manner.
Proposal | We seek funding for Heart & Soul Senior 
Day Center to continue providing skilled, engaging, and 
compassionate senior day care services to the individuals 
aged 65 and older in Santa Fe County. Heart & Soul meets 
the needs of seniors in Santa Fe County who require 

additional daily care, cannot afford home care services 
during the day, or who have family members who require 
respite care or cannot care for their loved ones during  
the day.
Noteworthy | According to the CHRISTUS St. Vincent 
Hospital Community Health Needs Assessment, New Mexico 
is ranked as the 10th fastest growing aging population in the 
country. New Mexico also has almost twice the rates of falls 
in those aged 65 and older and Santa Fe has the highest 
rates of unintentional death related to falls. This, coupled 
with Santa Fe's high rate of abuse and neglect of seniors, 
highlights how important safety is for our senior population.

Presbyterian Medical Services
Santa Fe

Mission | Presbyterian Medical Services designs and delivers 
quality accessible integrated health, education, and human 
services in response to identified community needs of the 
multicultural people of the Southwest.
Proposal | We seek funding to support our diverse services 
which include primary care, dental, behavioral health, 
childhood education and senior programs. To make the 
greatest impact possible, we concentrate our resources on 
meeting the needs of underserved areas of New Mexico. In 
Santa Fe we pursue health equity for children, adolescents 
and homeless adults. Presbyterian Medical Services is not 
affiliated with Presbyterian Healthcare Services, Presbyterian 
Hospitals or Presbyterian Health Plan.
Noteworthy | Homelessness in Santa Fe: Joe Jordan-Berenis, 
executive director of the Interfaith Community Shelter, says 
that in the last two years, the number of people served at 
the shelter spiked by about 20%. He attributes part of this 
increase to drug use. "I think we are seeing some of the 
effects of substance abuse, opioid and meth addiction in 
Santa Fe," Santa Fe Reporter Feb. 19, 2019
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Renesan, Institute for Lifelong Learning
Santa Fe

Mission | RENESAN is an independent, nonprofit, 
academically focused institution dedicated to the belief that 
everyone can learn, explore, evolve, challenge their beliefs, 
broaden their horizons, and expand their knowledge and 
intellectual capacity at any age. We strive to be inclusive, 
welcoming, and accessible to all members of the Santa Fe 
and northern New Mexico communities.
Proposal | We support social connection between seniors 
through learning. Additional funding support may be used 
to improve accessibility of our programs by obtaining 
assistive or adaptive devices, distributing scholarships, 
developing remote learning opportunities, or providing 
transportation assistance.
Noteworthy | A review of 148 studies (308,849 participants) 
indicated that the individuals with stronger social relationships 
had a 50% increased likelihood of survival. Social connected-
ness is also a protective factor against self-harm or suicide. In 
2016, 12.4% of adults aged 65+ in New Mexico reported that 
they were experiencing cognitive decline; lifelong learning 
programs that keep adults engaged can help prevent cognitive 
decline, fostering wellbeing and independence.

Resolve Violence Prevention  
(formerly IMPACT)
Santa Fe

Mission | To prevent violence by building skills and inspiring 
individuals to be agents of personal, community, and cultural 
change. By reducing the fear and impact of violence, we 
help to create a community where people live powerfully, 
experience freedom, and pursue joy.
Proposal | Resolve seeks funds to teach youth and 
adults skills to prevent violence in their communities and 
defend themselves and others against violence through 
collaborations with schools, Pueblos and nonprofits.  

Our students learn to change the culture that creates 
violence and also learn concrete bystander and self-defense 
strategies to prevent violence. By reducing the impact of 
violence, we improve the safety and wellbeing of youth,  
and we make our communities stronger and healthier.
Noteworthy | Violence is a public health crisis in  
New Mexico. According to the FBI, our state has the  
3rd highest per capita incidence of rape and domestic 
violence in the country and ranks 2nd for violent crimes. 
Prevention and early intervention is key: one out of three 
female victims and one out of four male victims experience 
sexual violence before the age of 18. Additionally, half  
of all middle school students in New Mexico report  
being bullied at school over the course of one year.

Ronald McDonald House Charities  
of New Mexico
Albuquerque

Mission | To provide comfort, care and a "home-away-from-
home" for families whose children are in medical treatment.
Proposal | Each year, the Ronald McDonald House Lodging 
Program provides temporary, affordable lodging and respite 
services to hundreds of children and their families who come 
to Albuquerque to receive care and treatment that is not 
available in their hometowns. This program allows parents to 
remain at their child's side when they are needed most.
Noteworthy | More than 50% of the state's doctors are in 
Bernalillo County (http://www.nmmb.state.nm.us) which 
demands significant travel for New Mexico residents.
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Samaritan House, Inc.
Las Vegas, NM

Mission | Samaritan House collaborates with the public, 
nonprofits, and faith-based organizations to provide a 
continuum of care to those in crisis due to homelessness, 
poverty, or disability while seeking social transformation  
by identifying and addressing the causes of poverty at the 
local level. 
Proposal | We seek support to help us warm the cold and 
feed the hungry while seeking social transformation by 
identifying and effectively addressing the various reasons 
for poverty, toward dignified, sustainable self-sufficiency of 
individuals and families.
Noteworthy | The poverty rate in our service area is 36%  
as compared to 20% statewide.

Santa Fe Boys and Girls Clubs, Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | To enable all young people, especially those who 
need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, 
caring, responsible citizens.
Proposal | We are requesting funding to help pay for 
program supplies for our Healthy Habits programming at 
five Club sites throughout northern New Mexico. Currently, 
76% of our members are Hispanic and 58% are from single-
parent households. Our program teaches kids and families 
how eating healthy and getting daily exercise leads not only 
to healthier lifestyles and decreased rates of obesity and 
overweight in school-age children, but also improvement in 
academic performance and social/emotional learning. 
Noteworthy | According to the latest New Mexico State 
Health Assessment published by the NM DOH, 13.3% of 
kindergarten students and 22.6% of third grade students in 
New Mexico were obese, compared to 18% of 6–11 year olds 
nationwide. Our program, aimed at preventing childhood 
obesity, is tied to understanding its causes and focusing 
on the modifiable factors that can lead to positive health 
changes for every child we serve, many of who are low-
income and attend our program free-of-charge.

Santa Fe Dreamers Project
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide free legal services to immigrants to 
promote economic empowerment, community development, 
family unity, and liberation from detention. Our work is 
centered around the belief that supporting immigrants makes 
our whole community stronger.
Proposal | We seek funding or our in-house Counseling 
Pilot Program which provides no-cost bilingual professional 
counseling, crisis stabilization, and case management 
services for immigrants and refugees who have been subject 
to trauma and/or violence.
Noteworthy | 29% of foreign-born adolescents and 34% 
of foreign-born parents experienced trauma during the 
migration process. Among those that experienced trauma, 
9% of adolescents and 21% of their parents were at risk 
for PTSD (Perreira, Krista M and India Ornelas, Painful 
Passages: Traumatic Experiences and Post-Traumatic Stress 
among Immigrant Latino Adolescents and their Primary 
Caregivers, International migration review vol. 47,4 (2013): 
10.1111/imre.12050.)
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Santa Fe Farmers Market Institute
Santa Fe

Mission | To advocate for farmers, ranchers and other land-
based producers; provide equitable access to fresh, local 
food; own and operate a year-round venue for the Santa Fe 
Farmers' Market; and manage programs to help sustain 
a profitable, locally-based agricultural community. The 
Institute is the nonprofit sister organization to the Santa Fe 
Farmers' Market.
Proposal | We seek funding to support local food  
self-sufficiency through programs that help sustain a locally-
based agricultural community and address local economic 
development, health, and environment issues. We provide 
resources, training, and development opportunities to 
improve farm businesses and expand the skill sets of local 
farmers while supporting the rich heritage of farming in 
New Mexico. We also address food access and educate the 
community about the importance of local agriculture and 
healthy food.
Noteworthy | In Santa Fe County, 25% of the population 
lives at or below the poverty line and we rank last in the nation 
for childhood food security. Only 18% of children in the county 
eat five or more servings of fruits and vegetables every day. 
The lack of knowledge, resources, and access impacts their 
physical and mental health, which has devastating impacts on 
childhood learning and development. Double Up Food Bucks 
helps to bridge that gap by doubling SNAP transactions at the 
Market, increasing access to fresh, healthy food. 

Santa Fe Performing Arts Collaboration
Santa Fe

Mission | We are dedicated to the promotion of creativity, 
critical thinking, and mindful communication through the 
avenue of improvisation and performance. By using play and 
laughter in our classes we offer students the opportunity to 
develop individual courage and deep listening skills, resulting 
in enhanced personal wellness and community connections.
Proposal | This request is to fund a series of Improv 
Courses for low income youth. The psycho-social benefits 
of practicing improvisation, even casually, include a broad 

range of benefits applicable to counteracting both the 
effects of the pandemic, as well as the day-to-day challenges 
of navigating an increasingly complex world. Improv has 
been shown to diminish social anxiety, assist in coping with 
uncertainty, boosting adaptability, flexibility, confidence, 
trust, and presence in the moment.
Noteworthy | Anxiety permeates all aspects of life, impairing 
the ability of youth to excel in school, to be comfortable in 
social situations, and to pursue dreams without fear of failure. 
According to the NIH, nearly one in three of all adolescents 
ages 13 to 18 will experience an anxiety disorder. These 
numbers have been rising steadily; between 2007 and 2012, 
anxiety disorders in children and teens went up 20%. https://
doi.org/10.1080/09638237.2017.1340629 

Santa Fe Ski Team, Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | To foster sportsmanship, respect, tenacity and 
love of skiing and ski racing in our members. Our vision is 
to create a competitive ski racing program that prepares our 
members to compete at collegiate and professional levels 
but, more importantly, to improve and succeed as individuals. 
Our coaches instill a strong work ethic, a passion for alpine 
skiing, a comprehensive understanding of alpine racing, and 
a never-say-die attitude in a fun and supportive environment.
Proposal | SFST primarily serves athletes from Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. Currently we have 40 athletes ages seven  
and up, including several athletes enrolled in a new  
all-mountain program. Our team this year includes  
nine financial aid recipients. Ski racing is an extremely 
expensive sport, and we are grateful to be able to serve 
athletes who could not otherwise afford to participate.  
We would like to increase the number of financial aid 
recipients in the future with your support.
Noteworthy | Santa Fe Ski Team has provided alpine ski 
racing training and competition for athletes of all ages for 
more than 50 years. Our program is open to, and strives to 
serve, all skiers interested in alpine ski racing regardless of 
socioeconomic status.
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Scott's House
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide a free social model hospice residence 
for end of life and respite.
Proposal | We seek funds to assist and enable us to provide 
a free community home for those in need for end of life and 
respite. Respite is for a family that has been looking after a 
family member who has a long term illness, but not hospice-
qualified yet. Respite is meant to give the family a much 
needed break.
Noteworthy | Although there have been hospice rooms 
in Santa Fe, Scott's House is the first community hospice 
house. After over one year of working with the City of  
Santa Fe Land Use Department, in November of 2019 
Scott's House was authorized as a Residential Care 
Community serving up to eight patients.

Searchlight New Mexico News
Santa Fe

Mission | Searchlight New Mexico is a nonpartisan 
investigative news organization dedicated to improving 
the health of families through high-impact, public-interest 
journalism. Our stories involve high levels of community 
engagement — and spark numerous reforms. We focus on 
the many factors that affect health: poverty, trauma, failing 
schools, and lack of access to care. COVID-19 makes this 
kind of reporting more important than ever before. Our 
mission is to cover the crisis and protect lives.
Proposal | Searchlight seeks support for its unique, 
solutions-oriented coverage of the health needs in northern 
New Mexico — needs that have reached crisis proportions 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Our work is community-
centric, which means we not only produce stories that 

spur reform, but also host town halls, hold public forums, and 
reach out to Spanish speakers, indigenous peoples, and the 
state's most vulnerable citizens; we seek funding so that we 
can continue and expand this work.
Noteworthy | New Mexico has long been ranked last or 
near-last in the US for child wellbeing, poverty, and access to 
health care and behavioral health services. It leads the nation 
in child abuse and academic failures. Northern New Mexico 
has some of the nation's highest drug-overdose and alcohol-
related death rates, which run as high as 144 per 100,000 — 
quadruple the US rate. Amid COVID-19, the problems could 
turn catastrophic. Searchlight is committed to changing 
these and other grim realities.

Self Help, Inc.
Los Alamos

Mission | To provide a bridge to self-reliance for people in 
need in northern New Mexico.
Proposal | Self Help seeks funding to support our targeted 
short-term microgrants, which ensure that families in crisis 
don't go without basic needs such as water and shelter.  
For an average of less than $200 per family, we make 
payments directly to vendors and act as a safety net for  
a four-county region of northern New Mexico.
Noteworthy | According to recent surveys, 69% of 
Americans have less than $1,000 in savings, and 29%  
have no savings at all. In impoverished areas of northern  
New Mexico, the percentage of families living on the edge 
is likely even higher. This makes it difficult to financially 
weather even a small emergency such as a water leak, and 
almost impossible to manage a large one (like a house fire  
or the COVID-19 pandemic).
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Solace Crisis Treatment Center 
Santa Fe

Mission | To empower survivors of sexual violence by 
restoring dignity, strength and resilience. Our clinicians 
provide individuals struggling with trauma caused by sexual 
assault and other violent crimes with therapeutic mental 
health services. Our advocates help survivors navigate the 
legal system and connects them with community resources. 
Our education specialists provide students with programs 
designed to reduce violence in our community.
Proposal | We are requesting funds that will enable us to: 
continue providing therapeutic clinical services to children 
and adults who have been impacted by sexual assault and 
other violent crimes; continue providing bi-lingual advocacy 
services to families navigating the criminal and family court 
systems and connect them to the essential wrap-around 
services they need; and continue to provide evidence-
based, violence prevention workshops to schools and 
community groups.
Noteworthy | In New Mexico, one in four women, one in  
20 men and one in two transgender people will experience 
sexual violence in their lifetimes. For many, the #MeToo 
movement was empowering and healing. But for others, the 
movement triggered memories and caused re-traumatization. 
Last year, our Clinical Department saw 589 clients and 
provided over 3,230 sessions. Our advocates saw 927 clients 
and provided over 3,920 hours of service. This was a 30% 
increase over the previous year.

Southwestern College, Tierra Nueva  
Counseling Center
Santa Fe

Mission | The mission of Tierra Nueva Counseling Center, 
which is operated by Southwestern College is to provide 
affordable and accessible client-centered holistic mental and 
behavioral healthcare services that honor cultural resiliency 
and the mental, emotional, cultural and spiritual needs of the 
people of northern New Mexico.

Proposal | Funds will support adult individuals, couples, 
children and families seeking affordable behavioral 
healthcare services at Tierra Nueva Counseling Center 
located on the far south side of Santa Fe. Bilingual, Spanish 
and English, Counseling and Art Therapy are offered on 
a sliding scale from $0 to $25. No one is turned away for 
inability to pay. Treatment is provided for depression, anxiety, 
trauma, stress, conflict, recovery from addiction, loss and 
grief through private sessions and support groups.
Noteworthy | In New Mexico, approximately 20% of adults 
between 18 and 64 are uninsured. The majority of our local 
immigrant community is uninsured. Sliding scale services 
provide affordable behavioral healthcare for this population. 
Additionally, New Mexico ranks among the highest for 
Adverse Childhood Experiences according to national 
rankings. This correlates with post traumatic stress disorder, 
chronic physical health problems and behavioral health 
disorders. Culturally sensitive treatment can help.

St. Elizabeth Shelter
Santa Fe

Mission | To assist homeless individuals and families by 
providing emergency shelter, food, case management, 
counseling, supportive housing and referrals to partnering 
human services organizations. St. Elizabeth Shelter's ultimate 
goal is to end the cycle of homelessness.
Proposal | St. Elizabeth Shelter requests operating support 
for our five residential programs — two emergency shelters 
and three longer-term supportive housing apartment 
complexes — and outreach services to those still living  
on the streets. 
Noteworthy | St. Elizabeth assisted more than 1,800 
homeless men, women and children in 2019 by providing 
40,280 bed nights of shelter, 55,420 meals and 22,495 units 
of case management to our guests, along with 12,690 meals, 
18,854 referrals and 21,419 disbursements to those still living 
on the streets. More importantly, 301 people — 52% of those 
leaving one of our five residential programs — successfully 
moved into housing.
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Taos Whole Community Health
Taos

Mission | To elevate the health, wellness, productivity, and 
economic wellbeing of Taos and surrounding communities 
in northern New Mexico by providing affordable innovative 
integrative healthcare. Our educational and medical  
services provide healthcare for the whole person, family  
and community.
Proposal | Taos Whole Community Health seeks funding 
to support Taosenos by addressing health issues to those 
in need. We are forming trauma-healing groups, offering 
tele-health services, creating nutrient-dense, low-cost meal 
plans and more to assist our community. During this time, it 
is especially important to take care of our community's basic 
health needs. These include daily rhythms, nutrient-dense 
foods, exercise, fresh air, herbs, supplements, and mind/body 
practices to soothe nervous system. 
Noteworthy | New Mexico is the second most impoverished 
state in the US and Taos County is the second lowest in 
New Mexico. 20.4% of our population lives below poverty 
level earning an average of $17,000 annually. This creates 
drastic health disparities. Many services in Taos are priced to 
benefit the wealthy percentage of our population. Individuals 
making less than $15,000 a year report fair or poor health 
status yet do not have access to holistic health services. We 
have seen amazing results offering these services to those  
in need.

Tessa Horan Foundation
Santa Fe

Mission | The Tessa Foundation is a champion for the 
inalienable rights of those marginalized by circumstances. 
We are devoted to furthering the rights for all people 
challenged by hardship, affliction, disability, hunger, and 
abuse. The organization is founded upon expanding the 
value of life, through health, wellness and renewal, using 
a wide range of modalities that reconstruct, renovate, and 
renew the human spirit.

Proposal | The collaboration between the Tessa Horan 
Foundation and Renewal's Health & Wellness Club will offer 
cutting edge modalities which are a whole body and mind 
experience advocating health and healing. We seek funds to 
be able to offer health, wellness and inspiration for seniors' 
whole body and mind experience. The initiative will improve 
the quality of life by supporting and furthering possibilities 
for ageless living. 
Noteworthy | In the next several decades, 150 million 
Americans will be over 50 years old, for the first time in history. 
In New Mexico 62% of the population are seniors. People aged 
40 and over begin to experience poor capillary blood flow, 
eroding the quality of life. Changes that happen with age may 
increase a person's risk of heart disease and suicide.

Tularosa Basin Downwinders Consortium 
Albuquerque 

Mission | We represent the interests of all the people of 
New Mexico who have been affected by the over-exposure 
to radiation as a result of the first atomic bomb test at the 
Trinity Test Site. The TBDC educates the public about the 
Trinity Test and its negative health impacts through outreach 
to other grassroots organizations, community nonprofit 
organizations, medical personnel and facilities, mid school, 
high school and college classrooms, media, and through 
social media.
Proposal | The TBDC seeks funds to continue our outreach 
into communities all across New Mexico to continue to 
educate them about the damaging health effects of the 
Trinity test. Further, we will assist people in filling out Health 
Surveys to be included in our database.
Noteworthy | The New Mexico Congressional 
delegation supports amendments that would include the 
Trinity Downwinders in the federal Radiation Exposure 
Compensation Act (RECA) program. Congress passed 
RECA in 1990, and amended it in 2000. The Trinity 
Downwinders have never been included. The TBDC 
health impact assessment documents the harm done and 
the great need for RECA expansion to include the Trinity 
Downwinders. RECA has provided over $1.2 billion in health 
care and compensation to other Downwinders
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Villages of Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | Villages of Santa Fe supports seniors so they  
may age at home with joy, self-assurance, independence,  
and satisfaction. 
Proposal | Falls can lead to a loss of independence and 
many are preventable. Villages teaches "A Matter of 
Balance," an eight-session evidenced-based program, where 
participants learn that falls are controllable, to set realistic 
goals to increase activity, to change their environment to 
reduce risk factors, and that exercise can increase strength 
and balance. Our goal is to increase the number of Matter  
of Balance classes available by training additional coaches  
at senior centers throughout Santa Fe City/County. 
Noteworthy | Older adult falls result in traumatic brain 
injury, hip and lower extremity fractures, reduced ability to 
live independently, increased risk of future falls, an increased 
fear of falling, skyrocketing health care costs, and early 
death. In New Mexico, only 25% of adults 65+ hospitalized 
for a fall-related injury are discharged to home and the  
older adult fall-related death rate is 1.7 times higher than  
the national rate.

Youth Shelters and Family Services
Santa Fe

Mission | To deliver life-changing shelter and support for 
homeless, runaway and in-crisis youth. Our vision is to end 
youth homelessness in northern New Mexico through shelter, 
housing and case management for youth ages 10–20. Since 
1980 we have provided a 24-hour safe-haven for youth ages 
10–17 who are experiencing family crisis and homelessness. 
Over 40 years, we have expanded services and now provide 
thousands of bed nights for youth and their dependent 
children who otherwise would be on the streets or living  
in unsafe situations.
Proposal | We seek funds for our work to support at-
risk youth to achieve safety and stability which includes 
sustainable housing. We do this through our array of services 
including our Youth Emergency Shelter, Cold Weather 
Shelter, Transitional Living, Rapid Rehousing, Street 
Outreach, Community Counseling, Food Pantry and  
our Pregnant and Parenting Initiative.
Noteworthy | According to the Family & Youth Services 
Bureau, there is a strong correlation between youth 
homelessness and low household income, school dropout, 
substance abuse, mental health issues, and experiences of 
childhood abuse. These studies also found special populations 
such as LGBTQIA+ identifying youth and foster care youth 
experience homelessness at alarmingly greater rates than other 
youth. Parenting youth fleeing domestic violence and minority 
youth are also disproportionately represented.
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NATIVE AMERICAN ADVISED ENDOWMENT 

WE INVITED REQUESTS FROM ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT WORK TO IMPROVE: 

•  Sense of community — residents feeling connected 
to the community and each other 

•  Openness and acceptance of the community 
toward people of diverse backgrounds

•  Diverse participation in art and cultural  
community programs and events 

•  Preservation and strengthening of cultural  
and historical heritage, traditions, and a  
creative economy

Through direct service, policy advocacy,  
and/or collaboration efforts, priority strategies 
will address:

•  Lifting up and preserving cultural and historical 
heritage, tradition, and assets of the region 

•  Using art as a bridge to communicate across cultures 
and languages and build transformational relationships 
to advance equity 

•  Using art, culture, language, and community stories 
to shift narratives, shape public conversations, and 
influence policy

•  Improving access to arts and cultural programs to 
benefit youth and families who otherwise would not 
have the opportunities 

•  Systems change including public policy, civic 
engagement, community organizing, or public 
information to preserve and strengthen the arts and 
cultural segment of the creative economy locally

CULTURAL VIBRANCY

RESULT | Cultural Vibrancy is celebrated and reflected in the community.
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AMP Concerts
Albuquerque

Mission | AMP Concerts is the leading cultural institution 
in New Mexico providing innovative and inspiring arts 
programming to diverse and engaged audiences; bridging 
ages, demographics, and cultural backgrounds. AMP 
presents a variety of free and ticketed events highlighting 
international and American musical styles, as well as 
workshops, outreach programs, and collaborative projects 
with a variety of cultural institutions in greater New Mexico.
Proposal | Funding is requested to support AMP Concert's 
2021 Santa Fe Railyard Free Concert and Movie Series, 
encompassing ten concerts and ten movies over 12 Fridays 
and Saturdays from May to August, 2021. Concerts will feature 
internationally acclaimed touring artists and movies will include 
current blockbusters and classics with all events being free and 
presented in a family-friendly, community environment.
Noteworthy | Santa Fe's demographics are unique at 51% 
Hispanic, 43% White, 4% Native American, with a large 
immigrant population and disparity in income between 
a wealthy retired population, working class, and budding 
creative class. Our Series brings together these communities 
using diverse programming as a bridge, in a central location 
of historical heritage which, by being free, improves access 
to arts/cultural programs for those who would not otherwise 
have these opportunities.

ArtWorks, Partners in Education Foundation
Santa Fe

Mission | To make the arts personally meaningful to children 
and elementary Santa Fe Public School teachers through an 
integrated program of art-making, viewing live performances 
and exhibits, and achieving understanding through inquiry 
and reflection.
Proposal | We seek funds to provide critical arts education 
to over 1,800 students and 73 teachers in the Santa Fe  
Public Schools.

Noteworthy | 76% of Santa Fe Public School students 
overall receive free/reduced lunches and are considered 
low-income. Because of financial barriers and embedded 
educational inequities, these students are least likely to 
receive critical arts education that provides social, emotional, 
and cognitive development.

Axle Projects Inc
Santa Fe

Mission | Axle Projects supports the creation and 
dissemination of contemporary arts in the public sphere in 
New Mexico. We bring the arts to people by placing art in 
the path of daily life. We intersect disciplines, and encourage 
experimental approaches to art-making and presentation.
Proposal | Our project, Axle Contemporary, a mobile art 
exhibition space in a retrofitted delivery truck, has been in 
operation for ten years. Both our artists and our audience 
encompass diverse populations in Santa Fe and across the 
State of New Mexico. Our mobility graces us with the unique 
ability to reach people in the path of daily life, enriching 
communities and inspiring individuals.
Noteworthy | 54% of respondents to the national Culture 
Track, Wave One, CULTURE + COMMUNITY IN A 
TIME OF CRISIS survey (https://culturetrack.com/
research/reports/) taken during the current pandemic 
want more connection and fun in their lives. Further, 49% 
expressed a desire for challenging, thought provoking 
cultural experience, 47% felt that cultural experiences help 
communities decompress and stay connected. Axle provides 
for these needs that align with what respondents miss most 
from cultural experiences.
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Cornerstones Community Partnership
Santa Fe 

Mission | Cornerstones works in partnership with 
communities to restore historic structures, encourage 
traditional building practices, and affirm cultural values.
Proposal | Cornerstones seeks funds to repair and 
maintain historic adobe structures, reconnect communities 
with traditional building practices and cultural heritage, 
introduce solar energy to Tribal lands and economically 
challenged northern New Mexico villages, and provide 
youth, the unemployed, and underemployed that have 
limited or no economic and educational opportunities with 
training and job skills they can utilize to improve their lives, 
the welfare of their families, and their communities.
Noteworthy | In 2017, the US Census Bureau ranked 
New Mexico as having one of the highest poverty levels 
in the nation. Our state also ranked 48th in the nation for 
having one of the highest percentages (19%) of youth 
ages 18 to 24 without high school degrees who were not in 
school or working in 2016. The state of New Mexico has the 
second highest potential for solar energy in the country. In 
2019, the job of solar installer was the fastest growing job in 
New Mexico.

Creative Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | To leverage Santa Fe's unique sense of place, 
using collaboration and the power of the arts to reframe 
critical issues and drive positive change.
Proposal | Creative Santa Fe (CrSF) is seeking support 
for our work as a connector and collaborator, and our 
efforts to raise the bar on Santa Fe's quality of life and 
economic conditions. The arts and community leadership 
are at our core. In 2021 we will be shepherding the growth 
of a creative community at the Siler Yard: Arts + Creativity 
Center low income housing, presenting information on 
new creative economy jobs and skill sets, and presenting 
innovative programs to promote new connections between 
community members.

Noteworthy | CrSF is addressing the community's loss 
of connections and a creative economy that has been hit 
extremely hard due to the pandemic. 62% of working artists 
have become fully unemployed as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic according to surveys conducted by Americans 
for the Arts. It is evident that the stress of the pandemic is 
causing emotional outcomes for many people and a study  
by the National Institute of Mental Health is underway.

Creativity for Peace Inc.  
(now known as Tomorrow's Women)
Santa Fe

Mission | Tomorrow's Women trains young Palestinian and 
Israeli women to partner as leaders by transforming anger 
and prejudice to mutual respect, facilitating an understanding 
of the other and inspiring action to promote equality, peace 
and justice for all.
Proposal | The Peace Ambassador program is a leadership 
and social change program that brings together a small, 
diverse cohort of emerging female young leaders in Santa Fe 
County and beyond. The curriculum is concentrated around 
the intersectionality of race, class, and gender, and how they 
are inter-related to environmental justice. Through a series of 
intensive meetings across four months, the cohort emerges 
to express the transformation that they have experienced 
through youth-led community arts events.
Noteworthy | Comprising less than 5% of the world's 
population, indigenous people protect 80% of global 
biodiversity. Ethnic minorities hold a mere 16% of 
staff positions and 12% of leadership positions within 
environmental organizations. A 2019 study of exposure 
to fine particulate matter found that Black and Latino 
communities face nearly 40% more exposure to toxic air 
pollution than their white counterparts who as a matter 
 of fact, generate more pollution.
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DOWNWIND 
Santa Fe 

Mission | Our film will advance public awareness of the 
untold stories of abandonment and decades-long suffering 
of New Mexican Downwinders from the first detonation of 
a nuclear bomb. The film will stimulate public engagement 
related to long-concealed issues of health and environmental 
damage and attract media attention. The goal is to mount 
public policy advocacy campaigns aimed at achieving 
redress, acknowledgment and justice for those who have 
suffered so long. 
Proposal | DOWNWIND follows the story of Tina Cordova, 
a remarkable businesswoman and cancer survivor turned 
activist, who is catalyzing a people's movement in southern 
New Mexico. Tina is demanding to be heard more than 
70 years after the world's first atomic bomb, was secretly 
detonated in her backyard in 1945. Never warned, 
acknowledged or compensated, the Downwinders have 
silently suffered generations of cancers from an egregious 
case of environmental racism and have taken their case  
to Congress. 
Noteworthy | Downwinders from the 1950s Nevada Test 
Site have received $2.3 billion in federal compensation. The 
19,000 New Mexicans near Trinity have received nothing. 
Through an FOIA request we received an unpublished 
study from the National Cancer Institute which outlines 
catastrophic radiation doses to New Mexico. It states the 
single Trinity blast irradiated people in New Mexico to at 
least twice the level of anyone from all of the cumulative 
100 atmospheric exposures to Nevada Test Site explosions. 

Hands-On Heritage: Exploring  
New Mexico's Lands and Cultures
Santa Fe

Mission | To support youth whose sense of cultural and 
environmental heritage empowers them to make a difference 
in their lives, their community, and the world.
Proposal | Hands-on Heritage is a four to five week 
summer enrichment program that brings the vibrant 
cultures and ecosystems of New Mexico to life for students 

in fourth through eight grades through place-based 
learning, local arts and cultural experiences, and community 
connection. Participants develop pride in their home and 
their community, and an ethic to care for and protect it. 
We request funds that can be used to hire teaching staff, 
transportation to field trips, partner fees, and purchase 
materials for interactive projects.
Noteworthy | Studies show that students from low-income 
families suffer more learning loss during summer than their 
more affluent peers. About two thirds of the 9th grade 
achievement gap can be explained by unequal access to 
summer learning opportunities (Alexander et al. 2007, 
Lasting consequences of summer learning gap. American 
Sociological Review). Providing quality summer learning 
opportunities that support access to arts and cultural 
experiences is a critical investment in our children.

Las Vegas City Museum and Rough Riders 
Memorial Collection
Las Vegas, NM

Mission | To engage visitors in the rich history of the 
Las Vegas area by collecting, preserving and presenting 
objects and themes relating to the region's unique heritage, 
to increase our understanding of the link between the past, 
present and future.
Proposal | We are embarking on a series of exhibits, and 
concurrent programming, that explore in depth, the City's 
underrepresented Hispano heritage and culture. This grant 
will fund the development of the inaugural exhibit in the 
series, the first to focus directly on railroad-era populist 
activist group, Las Gorras Blancas and their legacy, setting 
the template for future exhibitions in the series.
Noteworthy | In recent years, Museum attendance has 
grown consistently due to increased local engagement. 
In 2015, prior to the current directorship, average annual 
attendance was 1,500 with visitation dependent on out of 
town visitors. In 2019, annual attendance was approximately 
4,500, 50% comprised of local visitors, responding to 
outreach and a robust exhibition schedule. Feedback has 
indicated that increased attention to underserved local 
heritage culture, is driving this increased visitation.
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Lensic Performing Arts Center Corporation
Santa Fe

Mission | To enrich lives by bringing diverse art and people 
together in the historic Lensic Theater, a cornerstone of 
downtown Santa Fe since 1931. The Lensic presents and 
supports local, national, and international artists and serves as 
a center for education, community events, and youth events 
through its accessible and affordable programming.
Proposal | Through a year-round schedule of diverse 
performances and arts education programs, The Lensic 
makes the performing arts accessible to community 
members of all ages and socio-economic status. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we have taken these programs online 
to connect with our community at a time when it is needed 
most. With the loss of income from ticket and theater rental, 
The Lensic currently relies solely on community support to 
continue our mission.
Noteworthy | The NEA's 2019 State-Level Estimates of 
Arts Participation Patterns found that only 37.5% of adults 
in New Mexico attended a performing arts event in 2017, 
compared to 48.5% nationally. New Mexico ranks fourth 
lowest in performing arts event attendance, with cost being 
a major barrier for low-income communities. 20.6% of 
New Mexico residents are below the poverty line. Within 
Santa Fe Public Schools, 75% of students participate in the 
federal free or reduced lunch program.

Main Street Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, NM

Mission | To unify the historic commercial corridor and 
engender pride in the community while promoting economic 
development and preserving historical, cultural, architectural, 
and natural resources through partnerships and community 
collaboration.

Proposal | Main Street de Las Vegas (MSLV) requests 
funding to help cover general operating expenses that 
include salaries and day-to-day operations. COVID has 
severely limited MSLV's ability to fundraise and no MSLV 
gala will be held this year. However MSLV has been deeply 
committed to helping small businesses in Las Vegas survive 
through its weekly Cash Mob and assisting small businesses 
in any way possible. Cash Mob has raised almost $30,000 for 
small businesses as of 8/6/2020.
Noteworthy | There are over 900 buildings in Las Vegas 
that are on the National Historic Register. Small businesses 
are the largest employer in Las Vegas and pay the largest 
share of the tax base. However, small towns have been losing 
population for many years. On top of that, the poverty 
rate is 36.2% in Las Vegas and the unemployment rate has 
ballooned to over 30%. However, as of July 2020, the real 
estate market has grown by 44% and houses here are on the 
market for an average of one to seven days before they sell.

Mora Creative Council
Mora

Mission | To stimulate the preservation and enhancement of 
Mora, New Mexico through education, historic preservation, 
creative economy, beautification, and promotion of 
community and civic pride.
Proposal | We seek funding to provide quality summer 
educational programming for youth through a series of 
camps. The camps range from art, equestrian, agriculture  
& food to outdoor/wildlife.
Noteworthy | In Mora is 25% of the population live in 
poverty compared to the 19% New Mexico rate and the  
14% US rate. Our elementary school has a Title 1 population 
of 99%. The Mora Independent Schools currently have  
an "F" rating.
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Nat Gold Players
Las Vegas, NM

Mission | To entertain, educate, and inspire through the 
performing arts.
Proposal | Nat Gold Players (NGP) is not typical small-
town theatre. NGP is a voice for a unique community. 
Serving a culturally diverse area (80% Hispanic), supportive 
of the underserved (e.g. support for Gay Pride), and a long 
history as a bridge between populations, NGP packs a 
powerful punch for its size. NGP performed Adán y Eva,  
a 17th Century Spanish classic, in the original Spanish; 
created New Mexico Heroes honoring NM veterans, and 
plans the lesbian-themed original play, "After the Dance."
Noteworthy | The American Association of Community 
Theatre says that US theaters generated $166.3 billion and 
$27.54 billion in governmental revenue (sales tax, etc.) in 
2015. Theater has a direct impact on economies. As Keating 
said in "Dead Poets Society," "… the human race is filled 
with passion, poetry, beauty, romance and love—this is what 
we stay alive for. Community theater touches the heart, and 
when the heart is touched, people and communities have the 
will to build, to believe, to succeed."

New Mexico Dream Team
Albuquerque

Mission | To create power for multigenerational, 
undocumented, LGBTQ+, and mixed-status families. 
Through education and economic justice, advocacy and 
organizing, and leadership development, we engage our 
community using an intersectional gender and racial justice 
lens. In addition to advocating for systemic policy change in 
economic, education, and healthcare opportunities, we offer 
storytelling and healing opportunities to build stronger, more 
inclusive communities.
Proposal | New Mexico Dream Team is immigrant-led and 
youth-led. Your support will fund leadership development, 
social justice, cultural healing, and community-building 
opportunities that empower 7,500 young members to become 
engaged, informed leaders. In turn, these passionate youth 
will lead organizing and advocacy initiatives that create more 

vibrant communities and improve employment, education, 
and healthcare practices affecting all New Mexicans.
Noteworthy | 60,000 undocumented immigrants — a third 
of New Mexico's foreign-born population — lack access 
to quality education, health aid, and COVID relief. They 
face child separation, mass deportation, travel bans, and 
other harmful policies. LGBTQ immigrants face additional 
discrimination and oppression — the abuse at the Otero 
County ICE facility is just one example. In response, 
NMDT promotes cultural healing and advocacy to help 
immigrant and LGBTQ+ youth emerge from trauma — 
stronger and in solidarity.

New Mexico Performing Arts Society
Santa Fe

Mission | New Mexico Performing Arts Society (NMPAS) 
is the leading nonprofit performing arts organization in 
New Mexico that exclusively uses and develops New Mexican 
talent. We bring high quality performances to communities 
throughout the state, we train talented young people to 
become better performers, and we do so with a sustainable 
model that pays our artists a living wage and keeps our 
overhead costs low.
Proposal | NMPAS seeks to build on its history of high-
quality performances by New Mexican artists. We envision 
an even stronger nonprofit organization with a renewed 
emphasis on developing and showcasing exceptional 
New Mexican talent, on broadening our reach throughout 
the state, and on developing a succession plan for the 
organization's leadership. NMPAS has been and will 
continue to be a careful steward of its resources, both  
artistic and financial.
Noteworthy | On July 16, 2020 Anthony Tommasini of 
the New York Times, wrote, "To Make Orchestras More 
Diverse, End Blind Auditions: If ensembles are to reflect the 
communities they serve, the audition process should take into 
account race, gender and other factors." (https://www.nytimes.
com/2020/07/16/arts/music/blind-auditions-orchestras-
race.html). A Letter to the Editor from NMPAS ED 
Linda Marianiello, published on August 9, 2020 said it takes  
a generation to address the underlying socioeconomic issues.
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Poetry Pollinators
Santa Fe

Mission | To empower art, poetry, and education to bring 
back declining native bee populations and animate public 
spaces as ecological systems to support the flourishing  
of all species.
Proposal | Wild pollinator bees are solitary with no hive, 
no honey, and no queen. Poetry Pollinators on the Santa Fe 
River is an eco-poetry public art initiative which seeks funds 
to commission local artists to create pollinator bee houses 
along the Santa Fe River. Each house will integrate pollinator 
information and present poems that will be changed out 
seasonally. The project benefits artists, poets, the broader 
community, our native eco-system and the river, a living 
artery that unites diverse Santa Fe communities.
Noteworthy | Pollinators, which are necessary for 75% of 
food crops, are declining globally in both abundance and 
diversity. Bees, in particular, are thought to be necessary 
for the fertilization of up to 90% of the world's 107 most 
important human food crops. About 18 states in the US 
have responded to these concerns by creating legislation 
to address five specific areas relating to pollinator decline: 
"awareness; research; pesticides; habitat protection;  
and beekeeping."

Pomegranate Studios LLC
Santa Fe 

Mission | To provide youth with high-quality dance 
education in conjunction with mentorship that promotes 
self-esteem and empowerment as well as social and financial 
literacy in order to create healthy and strong individuals 
who are socially and fiscally responsible to themselves and 
their community. Pomegranate SEEDs® (Self-Esteem, 
Empowerment and Education through Dance) is offered 
at little or no cost to students in order to reach youth who 
otherwise may not have opportunities for arts education.
Proposal | Contributions to the Pomegranate SEEDs® 
Youth Mentorship Program have allowed us to offer this 
powerful program at low or no cost to the youth of our 

community for the last 20 years. Access to the arts as well 
as tools for developing self-esteem, social skills and financial 
literacy are vital for promoting strong individuals and 
therefore strong communities. 
Noteworthy | Growing up in poverty is one of the biggest 
threats to healthy development, as well as physical and 
emotional well-being. New Mexico has one of the highest 
child poverty rates in the country (US Census Bureau 2018). 
Pomegranate SEEDs® seeks to address this by providing this 
transformative program at little or no cost to the youth of 
our community. In addition to rich arts education, students 
receive financial skills and career mentorship in order to help 
end the cycle of poverty.

Sangre de Cristo Chorale
Santa Fe 

Mission | To entertain, educate, unite and inspire singers 
and audiences by performing great choral music.
Proposal | The Sangre de Cristo Chorale requests support 
for its apprentice, scholarship, and outreach programs to 
provide high quality choral music experiences to the youth 
of northern New Mexico. Due to COVID restrictions, 
the Chorale has moved its 2020–2021 programming from 
in-person concerts to a variety of virtual live presentations, 
including virtual choir performances by the entire Chorale 
and smaller ensembles, interviews and profiles, and the 
experience of commissioning a new choral composition.
Noteworthy | For 42 years the Sangre de Cristo Chorale has 
made a significant cultural contribution to the community via 
choral music. It has united a diverse audience (600 annually) 
and membership (avg. 36 annually) to build bridges of 
understanding for a shared humanity through choral music. 
It has provided choral experiences for high school students 
through an apprentice program (60 participants), a music 
scholarship program (47 awards), and an outreach program 
to over 1,500 young singers.
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Santa Fe Classic Theater, Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | Santa Fe Classic Theater, producers of 
Shakespeare in the Garden in collaboration with the Santa Fe 
Botanical Garden, is a theater company specializing in classic 
presentations of world-class world theater, "from Sophocles 
to Shakespeare to Shaw." It seeks to bring the classic 
theatrical repertory to those in Santa Fe who have not  
yet been exposed to the best of world theater. 
Proposal | Santa Fe Classic Theater, on behalf of a 
collaborative theater project with Teatro Paraguas and The 
Santa Fe Playhouse, seeks funding for a socially distanced 
and safe radio theater format for the presentation of three 
full-length plays in the final months of 2020, to be broadcast 
and loaded on the Internet to help keep our love of Santa Fe 
theater alive. We will concentrate on theater classics (SFCT), 
LatinX productions (Teatro Paraguas) and a Christmas 
comedy (The Playhouse).
Noteworthy | All three applicant theaters were forced to 
cancel their entire theater seasons in 2020 due to COVID-19 
and the closure of live theater in New Mexico. Like all 
theaters across the US, we have brainstormed every way 
of keeping theater alive in Santa Fe, but feel that internet 
platforms like Zoom are technically unsatisfactory. Doing 
"live" theater by performing radio plays, for live broadcast, 
and later Internet access, seems like the best way of 
permitting Santa Fe theater arts to continue.

Santa Fe Desert Chorale
Santa Fe

Mission | The mission of the Santa Fe Desert Chorale, one 
of the nation's premier professional vocal ensembles, is to 
excite, engage, and inspire diverse audiences with the beauty 
and power of great choral music. Through three annual 
concert seasons and collaborative community engagement 
programming, SFDC strives to provide accessible world-
class musical experiences that inspire, unite, and heal 
communities in New Mexico and beyond.
Proposal | The Santa Fe Desert Chorale is requesting 
support for its weekly group singing program, Hearts in 
Harmony, which is now in its fourth year of serving those 
experiencing homelessness at the Interfaith Community 
Shelter (Pete's Place). Professionally co-led by Community 
Leader Angela Gabriel and SFDC singer Sarah Nickerson, 
Hearts in Harmony offers a safe space for participants 
to express themselves, heal, and build a deeper sense of 
community through the power of choral music.
Noteworthy | The New Mexican Coalition to End 
Homelessness estimates that in 2019 there were  
200–500 people experiencing homelessness at any  
point during the year in Santa Fe County. Additionally an 
estimated 1,500 individuals live in unstable housing and 
occasionally utilize shelters. Many people experiencing 
homelessness also live with substance abuse and/or mental 
health issues which further exacerbate the stresses of 
homelessness. Hearts in Harmony attempts to ease these 
stresses through group singing.
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Santa Fe Symphony Orchestra & Chorus
Santa Fe

Mission | To be a year-round, regional cultural resource, 
engaging, inspiring and enriching audiences of all ages and 
cultures by performances of the highest professional quality.
Proposal | We seek funding for the re-imagined 2020–2021 
season of the Santa Fe Symphony Orchestra & Chorus, 
featuring virtual concert presentations from iconic locations 
throughout Santa Fe. Also included in this season are 
intimate, one-on-one live performances through The 
Symphony's new "SFS 1:1" series, and a diverse music 
education suite that offers private mentorship, free 
instruments to students in need, and virtual educational 
content delivered directly to music educators in the  
public schools.
Noteworthy | About 2,500 children in Santa Fe and 
surrounding areas were touched by the Symphony's 
programming just last year — 60% of these students are in 
underserved areas and/or are enrolled in free and reduced-
price school lunch programs, and most would otherwise have 
limited exposure to classical music.

Santa Fe Youth Symphony Association
Santa Fe

Mission | To inspire and engage the youth of northern 
New Mexico's multicultural communities through excellent 
music education, the guidance of music professionals, and 
performance opportunities from small ensemble to full 
orchestra in jazz, mariachi and orchestra. Our Vision is  
to create and nurture a lifelong passion for music-making 
through performances that enhance the region's  
cultural atmosphere.
Proposal | We support and nurture creativity, expression, 
belonging and discipline in northern New Mexico youth age 
six to 18 through excellent music education and performance 
in jazz, orchestra, mariachi, and chamber music. Programs 
are offered on a sliding scale and no child is turned away 

for lack of ability to pay. We unite young musicians across 
cultural and socioeconomic divides to create and share 
musical expression. We have pivoted to online education, 
small groups, and video performance during the pandemic.
Noteworthy | Music programs contribute to an estimated 
90.2% graduation rate and 93.9% attendance rate compared to 
schools without music education. Instrument instruction is not 
available in most Santa Fe schools prior to sixth grade which 
is late to engage their interest. Over 75% of Santa Fe students 
are economically disadvantaged and private instruction 
is cost-prohibitive. SFYSA increases access and provides 
opportunities for inclusion and community, as well as creativity, 
expression and discipline for our students' success.

School for Advanced Research
Santa Fe 

Mission | SAR advances creative thought and innovative 
work in the social sciences, humanities, and Native American 
arts. Our vision is to become the preeminent institution that 
fosters understanding of humankind through scholarly and 
artistic creativity.
Proposal | We seek funds to support the expansion of 
online programs and social media to raise the profile of 
Native American artists and advance thinking and research 
in the humanities through conversations on a range of 
important topics such as the COVID pandemic, race 
relations, and Southwestern cultural history; and to increase 
our technology to provide high-quality online programs.
Noteworthy | SAR began transitioning to online programs 
in March 2020 and has held over a dozen interactive 
lectures and webinars with local, national, and international 
participants. A recent program with two former SAR resident 
scholars and MacArthur fellows explored how to make 
humanities research more accessible to the public through 
art and music. SAR's new Artist Live series on Instagram 
showcases the work of individual Native artists and helps  
to raise their profiles and expand their reach.
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SciArt Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | To create opportunities for the powerful exchange 
of ideas among practitioners, students, and the general 
public in the arts, sciences and technology. Through public 
forums and workshops, we facilitate cross-disciplinary 
research and programming that advocates for sustainable 
environmental practices, local and global scientific and 
artistic literacy, technological equity and freedom of thought 
and imagination. 
Proposal | SciArt Santa Fe supports interdisciplinary 
artists, scientists and other practitioners from Santa Fe and 
surrounding communities whose practices do not always 
fit within a traditional gallery framework. Drawing from the 
unique convergence of knowledge inherent to this area, 
we create online and in-person programming that features 
STEAM initiatives and builds capacity, while engaging 
populations traditionally underrepresented in science and 
technology fields.
Noteworthy | STEM advocates in New Mexico have sought 
to increase the number of students and community members 
proficient in science and math. However, there are few 
STEAM (STEM + art) initiatives that bridge this region's rich 
artistic and scientific communities, serve underrepresented 
groups, and address challenges in both fields. To break down 
those disciplinary silos, SciArt Santa Fe seeks to become a 
regional clearinghouse for timely, place-based scientific and 
artistic inquiry. 

Silver Bullet Productions 
Santa Fe

Mission | To support Native American student workshops in 
writing and filmmaking, wherein Native American teachers 
and students in New Mexico are able to continue practicing 
their storytelling and preserving their cultural heritage 
through film. In many cases, film equipment is left with the 
community for future use and productions.
Proposal | Silver Bullet Productions seeks support for a 
timely and urgent project to motivate protection of sacred 
lands and places significant to Native American tribes  
in New Mexico. This exciting educational project will  

include student and adult filmmaking workshops and a 
Documentary film. SBP requests funding to support the 
"Power of Place" documentary.
Noteworthy | The federal government in 2018 reviewed 
the designations of 27 national monuments across 11 states 
and raised fears of New Mexico's Pueblos and Tribes. 
Native American worldviews and spirituality are rooted in 
the land. The "Power of Place" refers to physical sites that 
are connected to tribal identity, histories, and ancestors. 
Protecting Native sites and privacy to conduct ceremonies 
is vital to sustaining Native culture, language and lifeways 
from generation to generation of Native people.

SITE Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | To nurture innovation, discovery, and inspiration 
through the art of today. By presenting the work of the 
most boundary-pushing, innovative artists in the field, and 
providing meaningful education and public programming 
related to the themes of its exhibitions, SITE Santa Fe 
explores a rich span of cultural perspectives and seeks to 
make contemporary art accessible to a diverse audience.
Proposal | SITE Santa Fe seeks support for its 2021 
programming: a series of solo exhibitions by groundbreaking 
and influential women artists including May Stevens, 
Mary Weatherford, and Regina Silveira, and a variety  
of Education and Public Programs — delivered both  
virtually and in-person. These will explore the themes  
of each exhibition and serve as an opportunity for 
community members of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities 
to connect and engage in cross-cultural conversations and 
creative experiences.
Noteworthy | A study by the Center for the Future of 
Museums reports that in the US, "museum audiences are 
radically less diverse than the American public." In fact, 
fewer than 10% of core museum visitors are people of color. 
Through equitable representation of diverse voices within 
the museum and by ensuring accessibility to all exhibitions 
and programs, SITE endeavors to authentically reflect the 
many cultures and identities that make up our city and 
expand participation at the museum.
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SOMOS: Society of the Muse of the 
Southwest
Taos 

Mission | To support and nurture the literary arts, written 
and spoken, by providing both place and resources for 
writers, readers, and learners while honoring the cultural 
diversity of Taos and the Southwest.
Proposal | We seek funds for the SOMOS Writers Showcase 
which features nationally and internationally known writers and 
poets. We recruit writers and poets of diverse backgrounds 
to give a public reading and a craft workshop. Recent 
writers and poets include Pam Houston, Chigozie Obioma, 
Caroline Fraser, Francisco Cantú, Jamaal May, Arthur Sze, 
Tommy Orange, Tyehimba Jess, Kate Christensen, and  
Naomi Shihab Nye. Due to COVID restrictions, readings  
and workshops are now taking place online.
Noteworthy | It is vitally important for the stories we hear 
to represent people of all backgrounds, and to hear writers 
tell their stories in their own voices. It is projected that whites 
will be a minority in the US by 2045. Our children already 
reflect this. The US Census Bureau projects that, by mid-
2020, nonwhites will account for the majority of the nation's 
74 million children. As one of the most diverse states in the 
nation, New Mexico's literary scene should reflect this truth.

Southwest Seminars
Santa Fe

Mission | To create programs in Southwest Studies in the 
fields of Native and Hispanic Culture, History, Anthropology 
and Archaeology and Natural Sciences and the Environment 
of the southwest through weekly lectures with noted 
scholars or cultural ambassadors....and occasional cultural 
field study programs with some of those scholars or Native 
representatives. 
Proposal | Southwest Seminars seeks funds to build on our 
22-year history as we continue our outreach to the public by 
continuing our weekly lectures via live streaming as we build 

connectivity and celebrate the diversity of the cultures of 
Santa Fe and the southwest. Relying on regional and local 
scholars we focus on sharing the stories and traditions of the 
past in a way that honors the people and the community 
as we come to understand how that history connects our 
community to this day and offers a way forward.
Noteworthy | Southwest Seminars' 1,200+ weekly lectures 
have been attended by over 5,000 mostly local people per 
year. Over 100 of the lectures are now available via our newly 
created lecture library.

Teatro Paraguas Inc.
Santa Fe 

Mission | Teatro Paraguas stages contemporary award-
winning Latinx plays in English and bilingual productions 
of Hispanic/Latinx poetry and classic cuentos (folk tales), 
while promoting children's theatre, producing the works 
of New Mexico playwrights, and celebrating the history, 
richness and diversity of New Mexico's many cultures and 
artistic talent.
Proposal | Given the pandemic and the inability to hold 
live performances and generate income, Teatro Paraguas 
is experiencing difficulty covering rent and other ongoing 
costs. We have negotiated with our landlord and are paying 
half-rent at least through October 2020; this amount is 
$1,780/month. We have posted videos of plays and live 
zoom productions online to generate donations, and have a 
number of projects in the works. Our goal is to maintain our 
two venues through the pandemic and afterwards.
Noteworthy | Teatro Paraguas is northern New Mexico's 
premiere theatre company for producing Latinx plays and 
year-round culturally relevant bilingual programming, while 
maintaining two intimate 55-seat black box theatres for use 
at cost by other theatre companies and individual performers 
as well as our company. Over 200 public events happen each 
year at Teatro Paraguas, including plays and play readings, 
poetry readings, concerts, flamenco performances, film 
screenings, workshops, lectures and meetings.
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Vital Spaces Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | To sustain and enhance Santa Fe's cultural 
vibrancy by creating affordable spaces for artists working 
in all media to create, present, connect, and teach. Our 
focus is on fostering a collaborative creative community 
and supporting people, ideas, and art forms that are 
underrepresented in Santa Fe's commercial art scene.
Proposal | Santa Fe's artistic history is rich and deep. It 
is also threatened by rising property costs that suppress 
creativity by limiting access to opportunities particularly for 
Black/Indigenous/People of Color artists as well as artists of 
any background who are struggling financially. Vital Spaces 
seeks funding to address this by providing affordable space 
and support for artists working in any medium to create and 
share their work with the public, thereby building a vibrant, 
more diverse and connected community.
Noteworthy | We have been able to provide studios to 
just 30% of applicants, testifying to the need for affordable 
space for artists in Santa Fe. The vast majority said that they 
were working in their bedrooms or living rooms because they 
could not afford a separate studio space. Similarly, 200 artists 
applied for 60 storefront installations in May 2020. More 
than 75% of those selected indicated economic need (all 
received a $500 stipend) and more than 50% self-identified 
as artists of color.

Women's International Study Center
Santa Fe

Mission | Inspired by the achievements of Eva Scott Fenyes, 
Leonora Scott Curtin and Leonora Curtin Paloheimo who 
built the Acequia Madre House, the Women's International 
Study Center (WISC) celebrates their legacy with our 
Fellowship-in-Residence program. Fellows are selected 
through a competitive process, housed on the grounds of 
the property, and at the conclusion of their stay, present their 
projects to the public.
Proposal | We seek funds for a workshop series which 
addresses the lack of botanical education available for 
area youth with an emphasis on girls' lack of exposure to 
horticulture. Designed and taught by a local ethnobotanist, 
students will be guided through the process of garden 
design and planting, will learn about southwest healing 
herbs and their specific historical and cultural uses, and will 
document their learning process through journal entries, 
drawing, and photography. The garden will be located at 
Acequia Madre House.
Noteworthy | Exemplifying the disciplines promoted by a 
STEAM curriculum, the workshop series addresses the need 
for preparing youth for the future workforce, one where 
fully 80% of all jobs will require STEAM literacy and skills. 
To develop critical thinking and collaboration skills while 
engaged in the creative process inherent in the visual arts will 
enable area youth to enhance employment prospects as well 
as promote greater self-confidence.
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ECONOMIC SECURITY & OPPORTUNITIES

RESULT | Improve access to opportunities for employment and economic advancement  
for low-income and other disadvantaged youth and adults.

WE INVITED REQUESTS FROM ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT WORK THROUGH PROGRAMS THAT:

•  Provide career counseling and other services to 
attain employment

•  Re-engage disconnected youth in paths for jobs

•  Provide job training programs to low-wage earners 
to advance their skills

•  Provide financial literacy training and improve their 
ability to save for and invest in future economic 
success including asset building

•  Provide opportunities to explore career paths, attain 
internships or apprenticeships, and enter a career with 
skills to succeed, lead and contribute to economy.

Through direct service, policy advocacy  
and/or collaboration efforts, priority strategies 
will address

•  Support job creation and workforce development, 
particularly in mid-to-high level paid jobs through 
efforts that build entrepreneurial skills and activities and 
expand high growth and high wage industries and career 
pathways in Santa Fe and northern New Mexico;

•  Support capacity building for long-term collaborations 
among organizations and programs working together 
to improve targeted outcomes in career pathways and 
workforce development with common agenda, aligned 
strategies, and collective actions; and/or 

•  Support public policy, civic engagement, community 
organizing or public information to improve  
economic opportunity.
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Alliance for Local Economic Prosperity
Santa Fe

Mission | To transform the financial system of the state of 
New Mexico with a public state bank in support of increased 
financial capacity to address infrastructure and economic 
development needs that will enhance the wellbeing and 
public wealth of communities. Its work will be supported 
through increased democratic decision-making and oversight 
of equitable, ethical operations.
Proposal | Policy change and civic engagement are the focus 
of the AFLEP Community Wealth Initiative that will build 
awareness of instrumental options for the state's financial 
system, including a public bank. Input from New Mexicans  
all over the state will continue to inform the priorities 
for a state public bank that will support local community 
development because the state is more fully investing  
our funds in New Mexico.
Noteworthy | Approximately 95% of food consumed in 
New Mexico is imported and 90 to 95% of food produced 
in New Mexico is exported. A public bank could support 
financing of food processing, packaging and distribution 
businesses and cooperatives to create reliable jobs and 
increase local economic stability. Especially in a post-COVID 
era, community wellbeing will hinge on the vitality of small 
businesses. A state public bank is a means of keeping 
New Mexico revenue local and working.

Clark Hulings Fund
Albuquerque

Mission | To promote the legacy of American painter 
Clark Hulings (1922–2011) by equipping working visual 
artists to be self-sustaining entrepreneurs. Founded in 2013, 
CHF showcases Hulings' life and work as an example to 
today's artists, and offers them a comprehensive art-business 
education so that they can thrive as he did.
Proposal | As businesses close their doors and our economy 
is increasingly crippled by the Coronavirus, historically 
vulnerable communities continue to be disproportionately 
affected, and we are all being forced to reimagine and 
virtualize our lives. We work to ensure the livelihood of artists 
and makers — on whom the New Mexico's identity and 
economy rests. We seek support for our skills-based virtual 
programming which builds thriving artist-owned online 
businesses and strengthens local organizations' capacity to 
grow sustainable economies.
Noteworthy | Arts sectors are the primary source of 
employment for over 43,000 New Mexico residents — 50% 
more than manufacturing — and help drive tourism. They 
account for one of 18 jobs in the state and contribute close to 
$140 million in revenue to government, yet a staggering 72% 
of visual artists earn less than $13,000 a year — just above 
the federal government's poverty guideline. In the best of 
economic times, this statistic is worrisome and staggering.
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Cooperative Catalyst of New Mexico
Albuquerque

Mission | To empower communities and individuals to create 
local wealth by catalyzing and fostering local cooperatives 
through the development of cooperatives and creating a 
generative cooperative ecosystem. 
Proposal | We seek funds to provide education, outreach, 
training, and technical, management, and financial 
support and to serve as a network for those involved in the 
cooperative movement across the state. The co-op model 
addresses issues such as income inequality, racial justice, 
ineffective economic development, financial literacy, family 
resilience, and the inadequacy of positive community impact, 
especially in under- and disinvested parts of New Mexico. 
Existing economic models and lack of access to resources 
make it difficult for wealth-building initiatives to succeed. 
Co-ops may be more suited to the needs of low-income, 
immigrant, and rural residents.
Noteworthy | In New Mexico, 21% of the total population, 
and 30% of our children live at or below the federal poverty 
level — $19,790 for a family of three. This places New Mexico 
second highest in overall poverty and highest in child  
poverty nationwide.

Earth Care International
Santa Fe 

Mission | To grow our communities' leaders from the ground 
up to work together to transform our lives and change the 
world. We train and support youth and parent leaders who 
lead social, environmental, and economic justice initiatives 
that build power, civic infrastructure, and institutional change.
Proposal | Earth Care seeks funding to support our civic 
infrastructure and grassroots organizing work that is building 
leadership and power on Santa Fe's southside to improve 
material, health, education, environmental, and economic 
conditions in our communities. Funding will support our 
youth-led climate justice work with YUCCA, our Mutual Aid 

work in response to the pandemic, and our Youth at the 
Center work to pursue community development initiatives  
in our neighborhoods
Noteworthy | According to the NM Department of Health, 
24.6% of children in Santa Fe's southwest Airport Road 
corridor live in poverty. Poverty in the early years of a child's 
life, more than at any other time, has especially harmful 
effects on continuing healthy development and wellbeing. 
Inequity in Santa Fe has led to disinvestment in our southside 
neighborhoods and communities leading to high levels of 
poverty and food insecurity, poor health, education, and 
economic outcomes.

Innovate-Educate NM
Santa Fe

Mission | To create economic mobility and employment 
for low income young adults and adult learners to ensure 
they are not left out due to lack of degree, credentials or 
connections.
Proposal | This grant request is to scale the Pro Skills Boot 
Camp with high risk young adults in Santa Fe County (ages 
16–30) that are at risk of dropping out, have dropped out, 
are out of work, and at risk of juvenile delinquencies/getting 
into trouble. Book Camp participants receive basic financial 
literacy education, work to earn Google Digital Garage 
certificates, build websites, complete personal strengths/
weaknesses self-assessments and create skill-based résumés. 
They work an average of 40 hours over the course of the 
program on career readiness. 
Noteworthy | The 2020 Kids Count reports New Mexico 
overall as 49th in economic wellbeing, 50th in education 
and 48th in family and community. The overall ranking for 
New Mexico is 50th, which aggregates all of the indicators. 
Santa Fe County and northern New Mexico are at or above 
the average on each of these factors compared to other 
regions in New Mexico. See (https://www.aecf.org/m/
resourcedoc/aecf-2020kidscountdatabook-2020.pdf)
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Las Vegas First Community  
Service Foundation
Las Vegas, NM

Mission | To improve and support independently owned 
businesses in the greater Las Vegas, New Mexico area by 
encouraging growth and development.
Proposal | Las Vegas First seeks funding for its effort to 
market the City to tourists and to restore the $15 million  
Las Vegas tourism economy devastated by COVID.
Noteworthy | By 2019, the last year before COVID, the  
Las Vegas tourism economy had grown in just six years 
from $9.6 million to $15 million, as measured by lodger tax 
collections. Current lodger tax collections reflect a $7 million 
drop in overnight visitor spending in motels, restaurants,  
gas stations, and retail stores. This has resulted in loss of  
jobs and closing of businesses.

Literacy Volunteers of Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide free tutoring to adults in reading, 
writing, and speaking English to strengthen our community, 
families, and the workforce. Our vision is a literate, thriving 
community where words can be read, written, spoken, and 
understood, and where people can attain their goals and fully 
participate in society.
Proposal | In order to increase literacy and access to career 
and education pathways amongst adults across Santa Fe, 
we seek funds to support our literacy tutoring programs and 
in particular assist in our transition to virtual tutoring. This 
includes getting our students greater access to computers 
and internet, and providing new trainings in online tutoring.
Noteworthy | The most recent data from the New Mexico 
Coalition for Literacy indicates that New Mexico has a 
46% functionally illiterate population. In Santa Fe County, 
34% are functionally illiterate, and 32% of adults speak only 

limited English. To put this into perspective, using the 2010 
U.S. Census Bureau data, over 39,000 adults in Santa Fe 
County require Basic Literacy tutoring services and 26,000 
adult immigrants in Santa Fe would benefit from English as a 
Second Language instruction.

Mentoring Kids Works New Mexico
Santa Fe

Mission | To improve students' literacy, competence, and 
confidence through mentoring.
Proposal | Mentoring Kids Works New Mexico is seeking 
through the Economic Security and Opportunities section 
because many of our mentor/tutors discover that they are 
interested in a career as an educator or in an education-allied 
field as a result of their work with the elementary children. 
Mentor/tutors are paid a modest stipend of $1,000/academic 
year for mentoring/tutoring in before- and after-school 
programming provided through partnerships between school 
districts and Mentoring Kids Works New Mexico.
Noteworthy | 76% of the children in New Mexico are not 
proficient in reading for their grade level. 79% are not 
proficient in math. 26% are not graduating on time. In 
comparison with the nation, New Mexico's educational 
achievement ranks 50th. (Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2020) 
At the same time, schools in New Mexico are experiencing 
a critical teacher shortage. During the 2919–20 school year, 
there were 644 teacher vacancies statewide. Many more 
classrooms are lead by teachers not certified in the areas in 
which they teach.
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Rocky Mountain Youth Corps
Ranchos De Taos and Santa Fe

Mission | Rocky Mountain Youth Corps is a stepping stone 
to new opportunities. We inspire young adults to make a 
positive difference in themselves and their communities. 
Through training and service, Corpsmembers discover their 
potential for healthy, productive lives.
Proposal | Rocky Mountain Youth Corps is requesting 
support for the American Sign Language Program which 
serves deaf and hard of hearing youth and young adults 
with critical life skills and workforce development training 
that makes them more qualified to enter the workforce. Our 
comprehensive training curriculum gives Corpsmembers the 
confidence and inspiration they need to find employment 
and return to school so they can live a healthy productive life.
Noteworthy | People with a disability in Santa Fe County are 
much less likely to participate in the labor force. The five-
year estimate of the US Census 2018 American Community 
Survey states that 72.8% of the Santa Fe County population 
who were 16 years old or older and had a disability were not 
in the labor force compared to only 39.8% of the population 
who did not have a disability. People with a disability have 
largely given up looking for a job because of the lack of 
viable opportunities and training.

Think New Mexico
Santa Fe

Mission | Think New Mexico is a nonpartisan, results-
oriented, statewide think tank whose mission is to improve 
the quality of life for all New Mexicans, especially those 
who lack a strong voice in the political process. We fulfill 
this mission by educating the public, the media, and 
policymakers about some of the most serious challenges 
facing New Mexico and by developing and advocating for 
effective, comprehensive, sustainable solutions.
Proposal | Funding supports our work researching and 
advocating for public policy reforms that address serious 
challenges facing New Mexico. Successful initiatives include 
full-day kindergarten, repealing the food tax, and reforming 
the lottery to send more dollars to scholarships. Current 
projects include reducing the interest rate cap on small  
loans from 175% to 36% and maximizing the amount of  
New Mexico's education budget that is spent in the 
classroom, rather than on school district administration.
Noteworthy | New Mexico ranks at or near the worst 
in the nation in social indicators such as child wellbeing, 
poverty, job creation, and high school graduation. As the 
only organization of its kind in the state, Think New Mexico 
fills a critical need by developing and advocating for policy 
reforms that can lift the state up in these areas. Narrow 
special interests tend to be powerfully represented in the 
policymaking process; Think New Mexico makes sure that 
everyday New Mexicans are also well-represented. 
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WE INVITED REQUESTS FROM ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT WORK TO IMPROVE: 

•  Kindergarten Readiness

•  3rd grade reading proficiency

• 8th grade math proficiency

• High school graduation rates

• Disconnected youth* rate 

*Youth ages 16–24 not in school and not working. 

Through direct service, policy advocacy,  
and/or collaboration efforts, priority strategies 
will address:

•  Access to quality, affordable early childhood  
and education 

•  Integrated student and family supports for at-risk/
vulnerable populations with strong place-based solutions 
supported by network of caring and appropriately 
trained adult and peer relationship 

•  Access to quality, affordable out-of-school time  
(after school and summer) opportunities for  
low income/at-risk students

•  Targeted interventions to close the academic 
achievement gap across key milestones from  
birth to career 

•   Real life and personally relevant education including 
career exploration and alternative pathways opportunities 
for disconnected and/or at-risk youth

•  Educator/provider/family training & support so that 
they can be strong advocates and supporters for children/
students' success—especially in high need areas

EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS & CAREER PATHWAYS

RESULT | All children and youth succeed in education prepared for a career.
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Breakthrough Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | To identify motivated, underserved public middle 
school students and support them on a path towards college. 
In addition, we provide high school and college-age young 
adults with a rewarding experience as teachers and mentors.
Proposal | Breakthrough Santa Fe requests funds to support 
our ongoing work with young people who will be first in their 
families to go to college. We provide a six-year intensive 
academic program, one-on-one college counseling, tutoring 
services, and advocacy support for students and their families. 
Please help us close the college access gap in Santa Fe!
Noteworthy | According to the 2018 Pell Institute's 
Indicators of Higher Education Equity in the United States, 
only 22% of New Mexican low-income students enroll  
in college.

Bridges Project for Education
Taos

Mission | To increase access to postsecondary education 
for students of all ages, especially those who are among 
the first generation in their families to pursue certificate, 
vocational and degree programs. In 22 years, we've provided 
free individualized counseling to over 3,000 students and 
their families. We serve an additional 500 students annually 
through presentations, College Connections, and our 
monthly column in the Taos News.
Proposal | Bridges respectfully seeks funding to further 
develop our continuum of services supporting postsecondary 
exploration and readiness, providing individualized guidance 
through the admissions and financial aid process and 
increasing certificate and degree completion. As students 
navigate the admissions and financial aid process they develop 
self-advocacy and executive functioning skills that enable them 
to guide other family members and successive generations.

Noteworthy | Bridges' clients are predominately first 
generation, low income students from underrepresented 
groups who are 66% less likely to pursue and complete 
postsecondary programs. Their families lack familiarity with 
the process and school counselor loads average of 400:1 in 
New Mexico. In addition, 32% of children in Taos County 
live in poverty. Investing in education at every level is one of 
the soundest investments that we can make to bolster our 
economy and positively impact critical social indicators.

Cañones Early Childhood Center
Cañones 

Mission | To bring early childhood education, child 
development, and emergent literacy services to an 
underserved population of rural, isolated, minority families in 
northern New Mexico. We interrupt the cycles of rural isolation 
and poverty by serving preschool children and their families, 
fostering confidence, a positive cultural identity, and a basic, 
literacy-rich foundation for future achievement in school.
Proposal | We are seeking funding to continue to provide 
family-centered child development and early/emergent 
literacy services to an underserved population of rural, 
isolated families with preschool children living in northern 
New Mexico.
Noteworthy | New Mexico's children are among the 
least likely in the nation to find opportunities for success. 
Substandard academic performance and high rates of 
dropping out, drug and alcohol addiction, unemployment, 
and other issues impact the state's children at unacceptable 
levels. (Daniels Fund 2015). The area targeted by this project 
has no Headstart, PreK, or other early childhood programs, 
and, in addition, no libraries.
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College and Career Plaza
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide strategic college guidance and career 
mentoring to Santa Fe Public School students.
Proposal | College and Career Plaza seeks funding to 
address the challenges high school students face as they 
move toward becoming independent members of society. 
Our mentoring and strategic guidance programs encourage 
students to broaden their future thinking and provides them 
with the practical tools they need to achieve their college 
and career goals. Our services include mentoring, technical 
school tracking, college application, ACT/SAT registration, 
scholarship essay preparation, and FAFSA support.
Noteworthy | With only 34% of young adults aged 18 to 24 
enrolled in a post-secondary institution, New Mexico ranks 
48th in the nation for college enrollment. At Santa Fe High 
School, 75% of young people are Hispanic and 52% are on 
the free or reduced lunch program. At Capital High School, 
94% of students are Hispanic and 100% of students are on 
free or reduced lunch.

Dual Language Education of New Mexico
Albuquerque

Mission | To develop, support, and advocate for high-
quality dual language enriched education in New Mexico 
and beyond. Desarrollar, apoyar y abogar por una educación 
de lenguaje dual de la más alta calidad en Nuevo México  
y más allá.
Proposal | DLeNM requests funding in partnership with 
Santa Fe Public Schools to support English language 
learners and bilingual programs. This support will include 
virtual learning with DLeNM expert staff, dual language 
experts Drs Collier and Thomas, and access to online 
resources and publications. This work will be specifically 
designed to assist in providing support in the continued 
development of their dual language programs during this 
time of rapid and necessary change in the way we look at 
and implement education.

Noteworthy | Hispanic and/or Latino students comprise  
the largest student population attending the New Mexico 
public schools. In Santa Fe Public Schools 83% of students 
are considered culturally and linguistically diverse, which is 
more than the New Mexico public school average of 77%. 
(Public School Review 2020).

Embudo Valley Tutoring Association
Dixon

Mission | To provide free tutoring/mentoring support to 
children in financial need in a rural area where the child 
poverty rate hovers close to 30%. Reduce the high school 
drop out rate by helping rural students be proficient readers 
and acquire foundational math skills in the primary years. 
Strengthen the quality of education by providing trained 
tutors to rural schools between Taos and Velarde. Help 
dyslexic and learning disabled students succeed by training 
tutors to provide specialized support.
Proposal | We seek funds to provide free in-school tutoring 
to vulnerable students at five rural locations in Rio Arriba 
County (85% of funds) and Taos County (15% of funds), 
supporting the attainment of 3rd grade reading proficiency 
and 8th grade math proficiency. Services include one-on-one 
pullouts, multisensory phonetic interventions for students with 
learning disabilities, English Language Learner instruction, and 
small group instruction by highly qualified tutors.
Noteworthy | Grade school students in New Mexico 
struggle to approach proficiency in language arts and math 
skills. Up to 81% and 93% (in math and reading) remain 
BELOW the grade level benchmark by middle school in 
Española School District as measured by the New Mexico 
standards based transitional assessments. The populations 
of learning disabled students, largely underserved, post 
proficiency levels below 20% and 10% respectively. English 
Language Learners post 14% and 4% proficiency respectively. 
(NM PED, 2019)
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Explora Science Center & Childrens  
Museum of Albuquerque
Albuquerque

Mission | To create opportunities for inspirational discovery 
and the joy of lifelong learning through interactive experiences 
in science, technology, engineering, art, and math (STEAM).
Proposal | Funding will provide science education outreach 
programs for 500 underserved children (birth to age five) 
and their parents/caregivers, with an emphasis on those 
in Mora, Santa Fe, Rio Arriba, and San Miguel counties. 
This investment will increase young families' interest, 
understanding, and engagement in science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math (STEAM) while building 
communities' capacity to provide experiential STEAM-
based learning preparing young children for kindergarten 
and beyond.
Noteworthy | New Mexico ranks near the bottom of all 
states in education and economic wellbeing. Within our 
state, test scores routinely show significant disparities along 
regional, ethnic, and socioeconomic lines, resulting in wide 
achievement gaps and a lack of diversity in STEAM fields. 
Explora works statewide, offering STEAM programming 
in local schools and libraries, and engaging students in 
STEAM learning that builds the foundation for success  
in school and beyond.

Friends of the Santa Fe Public Library
Santa Fe 

Mission | To advocate for and to support the public library 
by providing funding for programming, services, and 
materials that enrich our diverse community.
Proposal | Virtually every penny donated to Friends of the 
Library directly supports: Expanded materials collections, 
including audio and video titles, electronic databases, books 
in Spanish, language programs, large print books, audio 
books, and e-books. We also support author presentations 

and lectures, children and family programs such as the 
summer reading program, after school programs, pre-school 
story times, and Books and Babies. 
Noteworthy | Formed in 1974, the Friends of the Santa Fe 
Public Library is an independent non-profit organization and 
we provide access to information, educational resources and 
technology free of charge to the entire community.

Institute for Computing in Research
Santa Fe

Mission | We are a consortium of students, scientists, 
and educators in the Santa Fe area who work together 
on computational scientific research. The key goal of 
the program is to train students for college and careers 
in research, computer programming, and computational 
science. We offer workshops to students and teachers during 
and after school and on the weekends. At the heart of our 
program is our paid summer research internship program for 
high school students.
Proposal | We seek funding to support Santa Fe students 
in grades 10 to 12 to conduct computational research with 
mentors drawn from the exceptional technological and 
academic institutions in our area. Each student spends four 
weeks working with a volunteer mentor who guides them 
through a computational science project that they will then 
research, model, document, and present to the community.
Noteworthy | Given the most generous statistics, women 
represent about 20% of those working in computer science, 
and many of those are in administrative positions. Racial 
and ethnic minorities represent about 30% of the computing 
workforce. These statistics are not due to a lack of interest 
but, rather, a lack of access. The Institute for Computing in 
Research works to address that gap in equity and access to 
education and jobs in computing.
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Littleglobe, Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | Littleglobe is a New Mexico based nonprofit 
which consists of artists, facilitators, activists, and cultural 
workers committed to the practice of socially-engaged, 
participatory art that activates empathy and leads to 
personal and community agency. We are committed to 
interdisciplinary, collaborative projects and we partner 
with many communities to create rigorous works that 
create meaningful relationships, empower individuals and 
communities, and reflect the power of our social imagination.
Proposal | We are responding to the current crisis by 
creating partnerships and tools for community groups and 
schools that focus on personal engagement, community 
voice and amplifying activities through partner-hosted online 
dialog platforms, remote events, civic meetings, and other 
means. Littleglobe seeks funds to support Santa Fe residents 
to film and interview one another, sharing stories of resilience 
during this period of crisis and isolation, imagining together a 
more responsive and connected world.
Noteworthy | Littleglobe creates a wide variety of means 
to connect residents, agencies, policymakers, and other key 
individuals in our world. We share the skills of a variety of 
artistic disciplines so that people can tell their stories towards 
a more responsive world. We partner across sectors and help 
bring safety, humanity, empathy, and the equalizing power 
of creativity to public discourse. This helps to make sure all 
residents are present at the table.

Luciente, Inc.
Abiquiu

Mission | To foster an environment where our youth  
can reach their full potential through programs related to 
education, hunger and other unmet needs. Luciente has 
served the Rio Chama Valley region since 1998. Our vision is a 
future where healthy kids are the fabric of a strong community.
Proposal | Funds will be used for Luciente's Prosperity Kids 
Abiquiu project, which establishes Child Savings Accounts 
(CSAs) for the children enrolled in Abiquiu Head Start. 

Savings are reserved for postsecondary education at 18, paid 
directly to educational institutions, or for stable transition 
to adulthood at age 23. Our work aligns with New Mexico's 
broader effort to boost the level of educational attainment 
statewide, essential for New Mexico's economy and the 
wellbeing of individuals and families.
Noteworthy | Research that shows that children with CSAs 
are four to six times more likely to pursue postsecondary 
education, and 3.5 times more likely to meet their educational 
goals than those with no savings. They are ahead in language 
and math in 3rd grade, and take on a college-going identity. 
These benefits occur with even small amounts of funds in the 
accounts. By starting savings accounts early in life for children 
in our region, we set them on a path to higher education and 
financially stable adulthood.

May Center for Learning
Santa Fe

Mission | To empower students with learning differences 
to be successful, confident learners who recognize 
the importance of communication, collaboration, and 
community. Our vision is to access and impact every student 
with learning differences in New Mexico.
Proposal | We seek funds to provide specialized reading 
instruction coupled with social-emotional curriculum focused 
on building determination and resilience for students with 
identified learning disabilities such as dyslexia and students 
who are significantly behind their peers in their academic skills.
Noteworthy | 31% of 3rd grade students in Santa Fe county 
read at proficient levels (Opportunity Santa Fe, 2019). 
Research demonstrates that a student not reading at grade 
level by the end of 3rd grade is four times less likely to 
graduate high school on time. For low-income students, this 
statistic increases to six times less likely (The Atlantic, 2019). 
Santa Fe's illiteracy epidemic has led to one of the highest 
high school dropout rates in the country.
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Medical Sciences Academy -  
Capital High School
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide rigorous, hands-on programming  
that opens up opportunities and removes barriers for  
at-risk, economically disadvantaged, and underserved 
youth attending Capital High School. This career pathway 
utilizes a nationally-recognized, multi-course curriculum 
that keeps students in school and leads students to  
post-secondary education and healthcare careers,  
therefore strengthening the community's workforce  
and growing our own healthcare providers.
Proposal | Students in our academy shadow and learn 
from healthcare professionals in the community, train and 
prepare for certifications, and have access to high quality 
and rigorous hands-on instruction. Donations to our program 
allow us to purchase supplies and materials for college-level 
lab activities, career-specific training resources, and medical 
equipment for skills and clinical practice. To learn more 
please visit us at http://capital.sfps.info/MSA.
Noteworthy | New Mexico faces a healthcare workforce 
shortage and below average high school graduation rates. 
The average graduation rate for a student concentrating 
in Career and Technical Education programs is 13% higher 
than the national rate and 91% of students with 2–3 credits of 
CTE enroll in college (Association for Career and Technical 
Education). Our program aims to simultaneously improve 
graduation rates and student achievement while helping 
address the critical healthcare shortage our region faces.

Mindset Mathematics Summer Program, 
Pojoaque Valley School District
Pojoaque

Mission | To strengthen students' mathematics 
understanding and self efficacy. Expand teacher 
understanding of mathematics teaching and learning.
Proposal | Pojoaque Valley School District seeks funding 
to support Mindset Mathematics Summer Program, an 
innovative research-based math summer camp to be held in 
2021 for developing positive student and teacher attitudes 
toward math learning.

Noteworthy | Only 13% in Pojoaque Valley School District 
students in 7th and 8th grades scored proficient or above on 
the PARCC assessment in mathematics in 2019. Additionally, 
Pojoaque Valley School District struggles to attract and 
retain teachers (at the beginning of the 2018–19 academic 
year, there were 15 teacher vacancies).

National Dance Institute New Mexico Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | NDI New Mexico is founded with the knowledge 
that the arts have a unique power to engage and motivate 
children. The purpose of our distinctive programs is to help 
children develop discipline, a standard of excellence, and 
a belief in themselves that will carry over into all aspects of 
their lives.
Proposal | Through the joy and exuberance of dance 
and music, NDI New Mexico provides transformational 
educational enrichment programs to mostly low-income 
and at-risk public school children in Santa Fe and northern 
New Mexico, in-person and now online using interactive 
engaging formats. The program provides a sequential 
pathway of skill-building and developmentally appropriate 
support to K to 12th graders during and after school, 
teaching children our "Core 4:" Work Hard, Do Your Best, 
Never Give Up, and Be Healthy.
Noteworthy | The Annie E. Casey Foundation's Kids Count 
Report ranks New Mexico last in the nation for overall child's 
wellbeing. Many children begin school unprepared to learn, 
experience low academic engagement and proficiency 
scores, and fail to graduate from high school. NDI  
New Mexico's innovative pedagogy teaches low-income 
and at-risk public school students the skills, attitudes and 
behaviors needed to succeed in school and life and engages 
high school students to stay in school and graduate.
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New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty
Albuquerque

Mission | To advance economic and social justice through 
education, advocacy, and litigation. We work with community 
members and partners to improve living conditions, increase 
opportunities, and protect the rights of people living in 
poverty, bringing our unique capacities to address economic 
inequity and a broad spectrum of issues impacting the 
wellbeing of New Mexico's families. NMCLP focuses on 
generating system-wide change in the courts, government, 
and public institutions.
Proposal | NMCLP is leading a collaborative effort to 
transform New Mexico's public school system, so that all 
children have the opportunity to learn and succeed. We 
seek funds to continue to litigate our landmark Yazzie/
Martinez case, which declared that the state is violating the 
constitutional rights of students to a sufficient education. 
We will also work with a diverse group of stakeholders to 
promote multicultural and bilingual learning, adequate 
school funding and teacher retention, and other programs 
and services.
Noteworthy | A 2020 report by a national economist found 
that, when adjusted for inflation, New Mexico's public 
schools have less spendable funding and lower teacher pay 
today than in 2008. The lack of funding and resources has 
left our children at the bottom nationally in educational 
achievement, with 30% of students not graduating and 
70% not reading or doing math at grade level. This is an 
opportunity gap, not an achievement gap. More resources 
are needed to create a public educational system that  
works for all.

Prosperity Works
Albuquerque

Mission | To build the capacity of families and organizations 
with personal, social, and financial assets, and to advocate  
for policies that support economic prosperity for all  
New Mexicans.
Proposal | We seek funds for Prosperity Kids: Seeding 
the Future. We commonly say, "there are no silver bullets." 
True but Prosperity Kids, a college savings initiative may 
come close as we work to address child poverty and the 
wealth gap. Kids with accounts are ahead of their peers in 
social-emotional development by age three, and language 
and math performance by 5th grade; they go to college at 
a rate six times higher and graduate at a rate four and half 
times higher. With a root cause analysis, that incredible 
impact is just the start. It reduces maternal depression; 
increases parenting effectiveness, and engagement in their 
child's education. It improves financial skills and security. It 
leverages the essential work of organizations across our state 
deepening their impact. With the highest savings rate in  
the nation among the lowest income cohort being studied 
(Dr. William Elliott, U of Michigan), it affirms our belief that 
the opposite of poverty is not wealth but opportunity and 
social justice.
Noteworthy | Our first Prosperity Kids graduate, 
Estefania Valencia, just enrolled as a Biology major at 
Loyola Marymount University. As a middle school student, 
her account was seeded with $100, and her deposits were 
matched 1:1 by Southwest Capital Bank. For babies and 
young children, our match continues for ten years. Through 
the generous investments of individuals, foundations and 
financial institutions, we continue to expand this opportunity 
to SEED the FUTURE.
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Rio Arriba Adult Literacy Program
Española

Mission | To help community members transform their lives 
through enhanced literacy.
Proposal | The Rio Arriba Adult Literacy Program (RAALP) 
seeks funds to provide one-to-one tutoring to help students 
articulate, work towards, and achieve their individual literacy 
or English-language goals. In seeking to support a broader 
range of students, RAALP is implementing a four-year 
strategic plan to increase our organizational capacity, invest 
in student success by supporting wrap around services, and 
establish community networking/recruitment opportunities 
by linking the student to public service systems.
Noteworthy | Inadequate adult literacy in Rio Arriba 
County is a systemic problem. 23% of County residents  
lack basic literacy skills, compared with 16% statewide  
(2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy survey). From  
a 2013 American Community Survey - Rio Arriba County: 
Over 23% of households report income below $25,000, and 
59% of households speak a language other than English at 
home. Española Valley High School has a 61% graduation 
rate, and only 20% of students test proficient in literacy.

River Source Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | To support people living as good stewards of 
their watersheds by providing watershed science and policy 
education, planning, monitoring, ecological restoration and 
adapting to climate change. River Source approaches our 
work with the aim of building capacity, rather than creating 
dependency on our services, with an awareness that more 
work exists than can be done by a few people.
Proposal | River Source seeks funds to provide mentoring, 
job shadowing, and work in environmental protection, 
restoring rivers and damaged watersheds, and community 
service for 14 to 25 year old youth from diverse communities 
with an emphasis on Hispanic and Native American 
communities. River Source creates meaningful pathways  

for youth to be professionals in resource protection and 
engages 2,600 people a year in watershed science and  
policy in New Mexico.
Noteworthy | 60% of 9th to 12th graders spend more 
than three hours of screen time on phones, TVs and 
computers daily (2015). Only 31% of youth engaged in daily 
physical activity (NM Youth Risk YRRS, 2015, p.54). Youth 
increasingly face pressure to disconnect from the natural 
world and the knowledge that has helped their community 
survive. River Source resists this trend by engaging youth 
outdoors, providing experiential learning, providing 
ecological restoration services and job skills training.

Rural Library: El Rito Public Library
El Rito

Mission | To further the aims of education for the public 
by serving as a portal through which individuals and families 
may obtain information and acquire skills and experience for 
enlightenment, enjoyment and empowerment.
Proposal | We need support for planning and running 
a live on-line youth program for El Rito Library and four 
other Rio Arriba Independent Libraries. We would produce 
weekly video sessions with a local bilingual bedtime story 
reader wearing pajamas. Support would provide IT help, an 
inexpensive video camera, publicity, and a small stipend for 
the story reader/s. This effort would be modeled loosely 
on a highly successful similar effort by a Texas elementary 
principal to encourage students' love of reading.
Noteworthy | Our local Mesa Vista Consolidated School 
District received an "F" rating from NM Public Education 
Department, and our 4th grade Reading Proficiency is 
measured at fewer than 20% of students for 2017 and 2018 
(Annie E. Casey Foundation's Kids Count Data.org https://
datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/7467-fourth-grade-
reading-proficiency-rates#detailed/10/4779/true/1648,1603/
6436,6437|6273/14564).
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Rural Library: Eleanor Daggett  
Memorial Library
Chama

Mission | To advance literacy, promote lifelong learning,  
and enrich lives in our community.
Proposal | The Eleanor Daggett Memorial Library is 
currently in the process of obtaining a new internet service 
provider which will enable us to provide better internet 
access and better wifi for our patrons. At this time, our 
computers need replacing. This is so we can offer the latest 
technology available to anyone who visits the Library in 
Chama, New Mexico.
Noteworthy | The computer services are constantly being 
utilized throughout the year. Our patrons, students, tourists 
and Continental Divide hikers rely on our computer services 
for access to the internet. People of all ages who do not 
have internet access in their homes need the computer and 
internet services provided by our library.

Rural Library: Embudo Valley Library and 
Community Center
Dixon

Mission | To connect our community by providing 
educational, cultural, and recreational resources for area 
residents. The library provides public library service, literacy 
and cultural programming, gathering space for meetings 
and resolana, and an evening cultural series. Our property is 
home to a volunteer community radio station, a public park, 
the village's annual Fiesta, and a cooperative grocery store.
Proposal | We seek funds to support our rural public 
library, established youth literacy, STEM, and arts and 
culture programs, evening cultural series, free public access 
computing, wifi, small business supports, and community 
center, all with the goal of increasing social, health, and 
educational equity for our 1,428 area residents, and 
contributing to local economic development and  
community revitalization.

Noteworthy | 38.1% in the Dixon Census Designated 
Place earn less than $24,999/year (County 40.5%, State 
28.1%). Dixon elementary students tested 54% proficient in 
reading (state 30%), 30% proficient in math (state 26%), and 
80% proficient in science (state 47%). Source: 2013–2017 
American Community Survey 5 year estimates, NM PED 
School District Report Card 2017–2018. Poverty decreased 
and student proficiency increased from last year's data. 

Rural Library: Ojo Sarco  
Community Center
Ojo Sarco

Mission | To provide a public space in Ojo Sarco that 
is open to all; a place that fosters community pride and 
enriches the lives of the people of Ojo Sarco through 
programs and activities.
Proposal | We are the only organization providing programs 
and services in Ojo Sarco. Over the years, volunteers created 
a library, playground, food pantry/food bank, highly rated 
Volunteer Fire Department/EMS rescue. Funding is a 
constant challenge. We seek funding to be open more hours, 
help with the US Census, computers, and more reading 
programs for children. We are ready and need resources  
to move off the current funding plateau from surviving  
to thriving.
Noteworthy | New Mexico again ranked lowest among 
the 50 states in overall child wellbeing and has been stuck 
near the bottom for more than a generation. Parents of 
today's children were harmed by the same barriers, which 
makes child advancement a multigenerational effort. Long 
term partners are key to improvement: Peñasco Schools, Kit 
Carson Co-op (donated wifi), Picuris-Peñasco Community 
Coalition (community health council), High Road Art Tour 
(arts economy/village artists), and Acequia de Ojo Sarco.
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Rural Library: Pueblo de Abiquiu Library 
and Cultural Center
Abiquiu

Mission | To provide educational and cultural services. 
The Center has designed programs to address the needs 
of low income residents. We offer free Internet services, 
early literacy and computer literacy. The photocopier, fax 
and notary services save residents a 40-mile round trip to 
Española. We sponsor local history tours led by docents from 
the village to help educate visitors about the history of the 
region and also host readings and events to provide a forum 
for diverse communities.
Proposal | We seek funds to help local kids get creative 
in their own career paths with the help of the Library's 
updated computer lab, equipment and software. They can 
also research connections to several university internships. 
We will continue supporting youth who want to work in jobs 
that address the needs of the area as described in a recent 
article in the Rio Grande Sun and upcoming Lucero Ranch 
exhibition which encourages the acknowledgment of future 
responsibilities towards self-sustaining efforts.
Noteworthy | Rio Arriba County in the 2010 Census 
showed a graduation rate of only 15%.

Rural Library: Talpa Community  
Center and Library
Taos

Mission | To provide programs to help Talpa's diverse 
community face the ever-changing complexities of life  
today. Our focus is on economic opportunities for the 
community, continual learning experiences, and assistance 
with social services.
Proposal | The Talpa Community Center and Library is 
located in a low income rural area of Taos County with no 
public transportation. We seek support for our services as  
a public library, with 12 in-house computers for public use.
Noteworthy | In addition to books and computers, we have a 
recreational, educational and social building for the public. We 
offer classes and host meetings in sewing and quilting, arts and 
ceramics, and we host AA meetings for the community. 

Rural Library: Truchas Services Center, Inc.
Truchas

Mission | To provide leadership, administration and 
organization for community action programs serving 
children, youth, families, adults and senior citizens, 
developing community as a means of uniting the diverse 
cultures of the region in a common goal of community 
improvement and education.
Proposal | Truchas Services Center serves the needs of the 
communities of Truchas, Cordova and the surrounding area 
in our remote corner of Rio Arriba County. We seek funding 
for our work. This area has no community services except 
for our library, preschool, summer youth program, food 
distribution program and adult classes. The need is huge for 
local services and we provide a life-line of opportunities to 
our community members.
Noteworthy | The distance from Truchas to schools, 
groceries stores, parks, city libraries is well over 20 miles in 
any direction. Our rural library provides FAX, wifi, notary 
services, CDs, DVDs, books, and public computers for 
the community. Our preschool has provided a safe place 
for children in the community for the past 46 years. The 
distances to other services are a major impediment for  
some locals to travel.
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Santa Fe Alliance for Science
Santa Fe

Mission | We inspire the inner scientist in Santa Fe students 
by creating STEM learning and discovery opportunities 
through our network of volunteer scientists, engineers, and 
other STEM professionals.
Proposal | Since 2005, the Santa Fe Alliance for Science 
has linked approximately 75 scientists, engineers and STEM 
educators with thousands of students in the Santa Fe Public 
Schools each year to enhance STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math) learning. Our volunteers lead 
hands-on STEM exploration activities with K-8 students to 
develop their confidence and competence in STEM. Funds 
will support our Adopt-A-School program, which delivers 
tailored, year-round STEM programs to high-need schools.
Noteworthy | Education is a major social influence on 
health. Santa Fe Public School student academic proficiency 
falls below state rates, with only 36% of students proficient in 
reading, 31% proficient in science and 18% proficient in math. 
These rates are even lower among low-income and Hispanic 
students, who are at higher risk for obesity and other health 
concerns, and are less likely to pursue STEM-related fields, 
limiting their future opportunities for optimal health and 
economic success.

Santa Fe Children's Museum
Santa Fe

Mission | Discovering the joys of learning, play, and 
community. The Santa Fe Children's Museum is based on a 
simple idea | children learn by doing. The Museum fosters 
connections among children and families through interactive 
exhibits and programs.
Proposal | The Santa Fe Children's Museum is committed 
to serving the needs of all children aged zero to ten and their 
families. We seek funding for our innovative exhibits and 
educational programs, which provide access through initiatives 
such as free Thursday afternoons, daily SNAP discounts, camp 
scholarships, and events ranging from free Family Nights, 
Headstart Dinners, and Sensory Friendly Mornings.

Noteworthy | In Santa Fe only four in ten residents gave 
'excellent' or 'good' ratings to opportunities for education 
and enrichment and fewer than two in ten favorably rated 
K–12 education. To address this startling statistic we provide 
the community access to early childhood education through 
free and reduced admission and field trips, scholarships for 
seasonal camp and membership, complimentary evenings 
with nonprofit partners and outreach at libraries, schools  
and shelters.

Santa Fe Concert Association  
dba Performance Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | To present world-class music, dance, and theater, 
and to provide excellent performing arts education for  
our community.
Proposal | Performance Santa Fe (PSF) seeks funding 
for its free arts education programs, which reach 3,000 
students between fifth grade and graduate school annually 
with a focus on underserved populations. These include the 
Master Class Series, which gives pupils a chance to learn 
from PSF mainstage artists; the Field Trip Series, which 
inspires students with interactive matinees; and Arts for Life, 
which brings local professional musicians into public school 
ensembles for supplemental classroom instruction.
Noteworthy | Santa Fe Public Schools demographics reveal 
that 23% of its students are not expected to graduate from 
high school, and that 74% qualify for free and reduced-
price lunch. PSF education programs narrow the academic 
achievement gap and foster inspired, well-rounded youth. 
These opportunities increase students' artistic skill, boost 
cognitive development, and promote life skills such as 
teamwork and perseverance. PSF aspires to lead students  
to scholastic success and self-expression through the arts.
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Santa Fe Council on International Relations
Santa Fe

Mission | We connect New Mexico and the world by 
engaging and inspiring global citizens through dialogue, 
education, and cross-cultural exchange. CIR defines "global 
citizen" as critical thinkers who seek to understand how 
the world works, value diversity and multiple perspectives, 
are troubled by social injustice, actively participate in the 
community from the local to the global, and are willing to act 
to make the world a more equitable and sustainable place.
Proposal | Funding will support CIR's after-school global 
education programming that gives underserved high school 
students the opportunity to learn and acquire critical global 
skills not typically taught in the traditional classroom. In 2020, 
CIR transitioned its high school programming to the digital 
realm, and with your support, CIR will reach a greater number 
of students across northern New Mexico communities.
Noteworthy | Globally competent students not only possess 
knowledge about the world, they exhibit critical thinking, 
innovation, empathy, and awareness of how individual 
behavior impacts world events (Asia Society). To prepare 
future employees to thrive in a global economy, the World 
Economic Forum (2017) recommends the values of global 
citizenship as an integral component of a 'future-ready' 
curriculum. CIR's high school programming addresses a 
critical gap by providing students with access to quality, 
global education programming.

The Santa Fe Girls' School
Santa Fe

Mission | To foster intellectual growth and emotional 
strength in adolescent girls, preparing them for the demands 
of high school, college, and young adulthood.
Proposal | Support our future change makers! The Santa 
Fe Girls' School strives to make our education as widely 
available as possible. We provide tuition assistance to over 
35% of our students and tuition covers just 70% of the actual 
cost of educating each girl. Your support will go directly to 
our tuition assistance fund. We do not receive any public 

money; rather, we are supported by individuals, foundations 
and other sponsors for the remaining costs of educating our 
young women.
Noteworthy | "Girls who learn in all-girl environments are 
believed to be more comfortable responding to questions 
and sharing their opinions in class and more likely to explore 
more 'nontraditional' subjects such as math, science, and 
technology. In addition, advocates believe that when children 
learn with single-gender peers, they are more likely to attend 
to their studies, speak more openly in the classroom, and feel 
more encouraged to pursue their interests and achieve their 
fullest potential." - National Education Association.

Santa Fe Playhouse
Santa Fe

Mission | Unafraid to provoke and challenge, Santa Fe 
Playhouse creates and produces professional theater 
that entertains, inspires and starts a conversation. We are 
committed to growth and in service to our local and national 
communities. It is our mission to create context in which 
difficult and expanding conversations can take place within 
a container of compassion, kindness, and empowerment. In 
January 2019, we launched the Young Playwrights Project as 
the cornerstone of our educational outreach.
Proposal | We seek funds for the Santa Fe Playhouse Young  
Playwrights Project which is offered free to low and middle-
income youth ages 8 to 16 through year-round, twice weekly  
workshops as well as a Bi-lingual Summer Camp, the #Enough:  
Plays to End Gun Violence Workshops, and presentations 
at schools. We provide a safe and nurturing environment 
for all to explore their creativity and increase literacy 
through improvisation, creativity exercises and play writing 
culminating in performances at the Santa Fe Playhouse.
Noteworthy | "20% of New Mexicans age 16 and older 
have literacy skills at 'level 1', the lowest level on a scale of 
one to five. Each literacy level is associated with a specific 
set of skills that are generally accepted as necessary for full 
participation in society. Individuals at level 1, for example, 
have difficulty locating simple information in a news article. 
46% of New Mexico's population are at or below literacy 
level 2." - New Mexico Coalition for Literacy
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Santa Fe Public Schools  
ADELANTE Program
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide leadership in promoting local and 
national policies toward ending child homelessness and 
resolving inaccurate beliefs about homelessness within our 
Santa Fe Community. Our greatest passion is supporting our 
clients to express themselves creatively and work toward a 
successful, empowered life beyond their homeless situation. 
Proposal | We are seeking funding to provide services, such 
as food distribution, material aid, financial assistance, case 
management and more for children, teens, and their families 
experiencing homelessness in Santa Fe. We are seeking 
funding to help replenish our warehouse to continue providing 
food, clothing, and other material aid to families in need.
Noteworthy | In the 2016–2017 academic year, according to 
Child Trends, 1.4 million students experienced homelessness 
nationwide. According to New Mexico Department of 
Health's Indicator-Based Information System, 15.5% 
of households in New Mexico were experiencing food 
insecurity in 2017. Low income families who are unable to 
provide basic needs to their kids spend their money on food, 
clothing, and other necessities, leaving housing at a lower 
priority, which puts them at high risk of homelessness.

Santa Fe Public Schools Volunteer Program
Santa Fe

Mission | To engage volunteers who work to ensure student 
success through supporting District and school goals. 
Proposal | We seek support to build the Santa Fe Public 
Schools' Volunteer Program which will encourage our 
community to support student success through training 
workshops, relationship building, targeted tutoring, 
peer tutoring, trauma-informed education, and parent 
engagement. This allows volunteers to focus on the needs  
of the student and expand their educational experience.

Noteworthy | In the 2019–2020 school year, 84 volunteers 
in the SFPS Volunteer Program contributed over 100 hours 
of service and math tutoring. We want to double these 
numbers. Math has been our highest-attended training 
program, which supports a push for more math intervention 
volunteers. By comparison, 190 volunteers are reading tutors, 
providing almost 2,000 hours of service this year. 

Santa Fe School for the Arts & Sciences
Santa Fe

Mission | To achieve academic excellence in an environment 
of respect, inclusion and diversity, utilizing expeditionary 
learning, global perspectives and a multicultural art and 
science enriched curriculum. Each child's talents are fully 
developed leading to a lifelong passion for learning and 
exploration in a caring environment, where each child has 
opportunities for self-expression and growth. We exemplify 
and encourage the values of compassion, leadership, world 
citizenship and service.
Proposal | We seek support for Math Mindsets, a free two-
week, full-day summer camp for low-income students from 
the Santa Fe Public Schools. Our school, which is located in 
the Southside Santa Fe neighborhood of Tierra Contenta 
and is committed to service, is ranked #14 Best Private 
Elementary School in the country by Bestschools.org. We 
are proud to partner with Reading Quest to offer Reading is 
Magic, where students gain on average a year's growth after 
a two-week summer intervention.
Noteworthy | 93% of 8th graders in Santa Fe are not 
proficient in math. Math skills are essential for high-school 
success, college attendance, workplace readiness, future 
earnings and health outcomes. Researchers say that almost a 
third of American adults don't have the math skills necessary 
to make effective decisions about their health and finances.
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Santa Fe Science Initiative
Santa Fe

Mission | To nurture the art of doing science and to promote 
scientific literacy. SFSI influences and inspires learning with 
direct teacher support at year round professional development 
workshops. Annually, SFSI offers teachers a Summer Institute 
for an intensive week of investigation into effective inquiry-
based practice in order to increase teacher effectiveness. We 
believe that when teachers are engaged and inspired learners, 
students will benefit.
Proposal | We are seeking support for our annual Summer 
Science Teacher Institute. The 2020 Institute featured 
WestEd's "Making Sense of Science Multidimensional 
Science" course, a research-based program that empowers 
educators with the skills needed to incorporate Next 
Generation Science Standards into their classrooms. At 
the Institute, teachers learn challenging science through 
collaborative activities, examining evidence and exploring 
their own understandings and misunderstandings.
Noteworthy | National research shows that student 
performance is positively impacted when teachers have 
effective, collaborative professional development. WestEd's 
Making Sense of Science programs are effective for Santa Fe 
Public School's diverse population where there is significant 
need. District-wide graduation rates are improving at 73% 
but 24.2% of the students are English Language Learners, 
16.4% receive Special Education services and 74% receive 
free or reduced lunches.

STEM Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | STEM Santa Fe advocates for, develops and 
provides STEM programming, mentoring and resources for 
all youth, especially underrepresented groups in STEM, to 
realize their potential and expand their opportunities in a 
dynamic world.
Proposal | STEM Santa Fe is a mentorship organization that 
provides engaging hands-on STEM programs with real-world 
context at low to no cost to 750 middle and high school 
students a year. We target students in northern New Mexico, 
from underserved communities and underrepresented 

groups in STEM disciplines, mainly girls, Hispanics, and 
Native Americans. Your support makes a big difference in 
our community as we prepare the next generation to become 
creative thinkers ready to meet 21st century challenges.
Noteworthy | 21st century workforce requires essential 
skills including critical thinking, creativity, problem-solving 
and teamwork. US Bureau of Labor Statistics 2017 report 
states | "Employment in STEM occupations grew by 10.5% 
between May 2009 and May 2015, compared with 5.2% net 
growth in non-STEM occupations." Nationally Hispanics 
make up a mere 7% of the STEM workforce. There is a need 
for programs to cultivate the interest in STEM topics and to 
meaningfully engage young people.

Summer Physics Camp for Young Women, 
New Mexico Consortium, Inc.
Los Alamos

Mission | To empower local young women to explore a 
future in STEM by exploring through hands-on experiments 
and lectures on STEM topics. The camp showcases the 
wide range of STEM research and opportunities available 
in New Mexico, exposes campers to role models in the 
field, teaches them job hunting and workplace etiquette, 
and ultimately aims at increasing their higher education 
aspirations and diversity in STEM fields and the campers' 
chances to find STEM jobs in New Mexico.
Proposal | We seek funds to be able to provide breakfast 
and lunches for the students attending the 2021 Summer 
Physics Camp for Young Women during the two week long 
FREE summer camp to be held in June 2021.
Noteworthy | This camp aims to empower and inspire 
female high schoolers in northern New Mexico. Acceptance 
to the camp is not based on grades but on the reported 
impact the camp can have on the student's future as 
communicated by the teacher's reference letter. Since such 
students come from financially underprivileged families and 
the students are at an age were they could be working, we 
feel strongly the camp should be FREE of charge, provide 
food for the students and provide a stipend for lost wages.
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Teach Plus Incorporated
Boston, MA

Mission | To empower excellent, experienced, and diverse 
teachers to take leadership over key policy and practice 
issues that advance equity, opportunity, and student success.
Proposal | The Teach Plus Teaching Policy Fellowship  
gives excellent teachers a platform and access to decision 
makers so that they can influence policy on behalf of  
New Mexico's most vulnerable students. Teachers develop 
a graduate course-level understanding of education policy, 
build leadership skills, learn to think like a researcher and 
understand the evidence base of what works, develop 
communication skills, and then execute an advocacy plan 
targeted toward systemic change for high-need students.
Noteworthy | New Mexico's teacher shortage is an 
opportunity to diversity and build teaching that reflects and 
supports our diverse student body. In New Mexico, teacher 
and student populations look very different | In 2018–19, 
41% of teachers and 45% of administrators were people of 
color vs. 77% of students. Teachers are best positioned to 
explore recruitment, pathways and incentives, and provide 
recommendations that allow for talented and diverse 
candidates to enter into teaching while maintaining a high bar.

United Way of Santa Fe County
Santa Fe

Mission | To engage the whole community, bringing 
together people and resources to create increased 
opportunities for children and families to achieve their 
dreams and aspirations. Our vision is for all children succeed 
in school and life.
Proposal | At United Way of Santa Fe County we envision 
a community where children and families are supported. 
Inherent in our mission is the guiding principal that all families 
are capable of success if given the right opportunities at the 
right time. We employ a Multi-Generation, or "whole family" 
approach, supporting children and caregivers through a 
series of high-quality early childhood programs, prenatal to 
age five, designed to empower families and prepare children 
for success in school and beyond.

Noteworthy | Most recent data analysis show that there 
are 4,497 public and private slots for Early Childhood 
Care and Education Services — home visiting, PreK, Head 
Start, center-based care, licensed/registered home-based 
care, etc. — in Santa Fe County. However, there are close 
to 7,000 children under the age of five currently living in 
our community. This leaves many families eternally on 
waiting lists, where many "age out" unable to access the 
opportunities, resources, and tools they need for success.

YouthWorks, Inc.
Santa Fe 

Mission | To remain dedicated to helping youth develop 
the necessary life skills to become active, productive 
participants in their community. YouthWorks specializes 
in comprehensive programs designed to assist youth 
to develop social, leadership and workforce skills, and 
to expand educational opportunities while achieving 
productivity and success.
Proposal | YouthWorks core programs feature paid job 
skills-training combined with GED coursework and trades 
certifications. YouthWorks programs focus on future 
employability and job-skills readiness in the building trades, 
environmental stewardship, apprenticeships and the 
culinary industry. YouthWorks impacts the lives of youth 
who experienced deficits in education or skills by building 
connections and delivering services that elevate them from 
marginalization to strength, success and resiliency.
Noteworthy | YouthWorks serves 1,200 youth/year ages 
14–24 of whom 94% are low-income, 74% are Hispanic,  
6% are Native American, 64% are male, 35% are female and 
1% are ‘other,’ with 36% presenting as ‘housing insecure.’ 
We focus on youth and our community and utilize data 
from US Census and KidsCount to guide education and 
training programs goals: Unemployment Rate for Youth 
16–24: 28.7%; Poverty Rate: 17.0%; Graduation Rate: 68.9%. 
Workforce statistics shows Construction and Culinary/Food 
Service rank as top Occupation Groups.
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SANTA FE BABY FUND

ENVISION FUND

The Envision Fund, a statewide initiative of the 
Santa Fe Community Foundation, promotes the 
health, safety, and empowerment of at-risk  
and underserved LGBTQ+ New Mexicans. 
The largest philanthropic entity in New Mexico 
dedicated solely to serving the LGBTQ+ 
population, the Fund has made over $650,000  
in grants since its inception in 1997.

The Envision Fund has three priority areas  
for making grants:

•  Creating an HIV-free generation in New Mexico;

•  Combating discrimination against LGBTQ+ people 
in whatever form (such as employment, housing, 
immigration, access to health services, etc.); and

•  Supporting school-based programs that create  
a safe environment for all students, including  
LGBTQ+ students.
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Big Brothers Big Sisters of  
Central New Mexico
Albuquerque

Mission | To provide children facing adversity with strong 
and enduring, professionally supported, one-on-one 
relationships that change their lives for the better, forever.
Proposal | Our service under this request provides service to 
LGBTQ+ youth in our community. As one of 240 affiliated 
Big Brothers Big Sisters agencies, we are active members 
of a community of practice to ensure that our support goes 
beyond inclusion, and creates a sense of belonging for all 
the youth we serve. Our promise to LGBTQ+ youth is we 
are committed to honoring their voice, to providing safe 
programming & enhancing their sense of belonging, and to 
promote justice for all young people.
Noteworthy | We have about 100 youth in our program who 
identify as of LGBTQ+. We have work to do to ensure youth, 
families and volunteers know we are welcoming to youth, 
make thoughtful matches with mentors who care, and our 
professional staff are well trained & informed to support our 
LGBTQ+ youth & volunteers. Failure to provide thoughtful, 
responsive, and inclusive programming leaves LGBTQ+ 
youth at risk for harm each time they receive services from 
ill-prepared staff & incompatible mentors.

Casa de Salud, Justice Access Support  
and Solutions for Health
Albuquerque

Mission | To interweave traditional and conventional 
medicines to meet the physical and spiritual health needs 
of our patients in a welcoming, just, creative, and inclusive 
environment; to provide fair priced health care to anyone in 
need; and to promote a learning and leadership development 
environment for practitioners, staff, volunteers, and patients. 
Casa de Salud is a permanent project of Justice, Access, 
Support and Solutions for Health.
Proposal | Casa de Salud is a nonprofit integrative clinic in 
Albuquerque that responds to needs for affordable primary 
care, queer and trans healthcare, and addictions care in 

central New Mexico. We embrace a holistic approach using a 
wide range of conventional, natural and traditional medicines, 
we train the future healthcare workforce of New Mexico, and 
advocate for health system change. We aim to strengthen 
our work to support queer, trans and gender nonconforming 
community members with dignified high quality healthcare.
Noteworthy | Over 80% of our patients are uninsured and 
do not have access to low-priced high quality healthcare, 
and even among those who are insured, such as many of 
our queer and transgender patients, there are significant 
struggles finding culturally humble clinicians and queer/trans 
competent healthcare systems.

Casa Q, Inc.
Albuquerque

Mission | Casa Q's mission is to provide safe living options 
and services for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer 
and questioning (LGBTQ+) youth and allies, age 14 to 18, 
who are at risk of or experiencing homelessness. Unlike 
emergency shelter programs, Casa Q provides residential 
and transitional living services in a home-like environment, 
complemented with comprehensive and individual  
case management.
Proposal | Casa Q requests funding for LGBTQ+ homeless 
youth support services. Casa Q's five-bedroom house can 
serve up to ten residents at a time. Youth are supported 
by experienced and trained staff and case management to 
succeed in school, explore career options, learn a range of 
essential life skills, and engage with their community through 
cultural, educational, and social enrichment activities.
Noteworthy | An estimated 30% to 40% of all youth 
experiencing homelessness in the US are LGBTQ+. A local 
Albuquerque survey of more than 100 homeless youth found 
that nearly half self-identified as "gender queer." There is 
very limited housing for homeless teens in New Mexico and 
no other housing program specifically designed to support 
LGBTQ+ teens. Casa Q's licensing allows both long and 
short-term stays which allows flexibility to respond to all 
needs, beyond just emergency shelter.
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Closet Cinema/Way OUT West Film Fest
Santa Fe

Mission | To showcase queer cinema to highlight the 
richness and diversity of the LGBTQ experience through 
the Way OUT West Film Fest, a ten-day annual event in 
Albuquerque.
Proposal | We seek support for the annual Way OUT 
West Film Fest in Albuquerque to showcase queer cinema 
and highlight the richness and diversity of the LGBTQ+ 
experience. Like other large gatherings, the festival was 
forced to go virtual this year, and due to the local impact of 
COVID-19 on foundations, businesses and other sponsors, 
we are looking at a 50% to 60% reduction in our annual 
operating budget.
Noteworthy | According to the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, the number of anti-LGBTQ hate groups rose 
soared by 40% last year, rising from 49 groups in 2018 to 
70 in 2019. In addition, groups that vilify the LGBTQ+ 
community represented the fastest-growing sector among 
hate groups in 2019. It has been well-documented that 
entertainment media has the power to change hearts and 
minds, and now more than ever film festivals like ours 
are needed to spotlight these realities and give younger 
LGBTQ+ citizens more hope and inspiration.

Common Bond New Mexico Foundation
Albuquerque

Mission | To strengthen the LGBTQ+ community of 
New Mexico through programs and partnerships that  
serve at risk sectors of the LGBTQ+ population.
Proposal | The Common Bond New Mexico Emergency 
Project plays a unique role within the state's HIV healthcare 
network. We provide "last resort" financial assistance ($200 
per client per calendar year) to low-income New Mexicans 
living with HIV/AIDS for rent, utilities, medical bills and  
other necessities of life. With this assistance, they are less 
likely to become homeless — and they are more likely to 
remain in treatment and reduce the chance of spreading 
further infection.

Noteworthy | The New Mexico Department of Health 
estimates that 3,400 people in the state are infected with 
HIV. COVID-19 has greatly increased the need for our 
humanitarian service. In 2019, the Emergency Project 
disbursed $37,957 to 207 clients. In 2020 through July 31,  
we had already disbursed $45,308 to 231 clients.

H2 Academic Solutions Scholarship Fund
Belen

Mission | To provide an LGBTQ+ safe place for students 
to be who they are, gain a community, and have support in 
deciding ways in which to engage the community at large.
Proposal | We seek funds to create an LGBTQ+ safe 
after-school club that meets once a week. The club will offer 
discussion, social support, and a safe place for students to  
be themselves.
Noteworthy | H2 Academic Solutions Scholarship Fund is a 
nonprofit whose purpose is to serve the educational needs of 
students in Valencia County, New Mexico who need financial 
assistance in order to receive tutoring so they can reach  
their potential.

Human Rights Alliance Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Mission | To educate, engage, encourage, and celebrate 
LGBTQ+ inclusion, pride, and acceptance for all people. 
HRA seeks to build coalitions with groups who will work for 
the civil rights of all New Mexicans and to develop outreach 
programming to support the diverse LGBTQ+ community.
Proposal | We are seeking funds to expand our current 
Q-chat space link into an actual local program to support 
the LGBTQ+ community of high school students and other 
teens in the greater Santa Fe area.
Noteworthy | At this time neither Santa Fe High School 
nor Capitol High School have a program/support structure 
set up for LGBTQ+ teens and their unique needs during this 
important and key developmental time while in high school.
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New Mexico Gay Men's Chorus
Albuquerque

Mission | Now beginning our 40th season, the NMGMC 
is an empowering voice for the LGBTQ+ and fine arts 
communities. Our mission is to reduce homophobia and 
intolerance and create a positive image of the LGBTQ+ 
community through high-quality, public musical performances. 
Our motto: Changing the World Through Music.
Proposal | Due to COVID, we had to cancel our public 
events and lost all ticket revenue. We are making the 2020/21 
season virtual, creating online concerts that allow physically-
distanced people to connect and engage, building community 
and strengthening ties. Funding will keep us solvent and allow 
us to pay local musicians, composers, and technicians.
Noteworthy | Our performances both entertain and 
explore topics of cultural and historical importance. Recent 
concerts have included explorations of marriage equality, 
social justice, and most recently, a celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the Stonewall Riots. We have presented two 
southwest premiers (The Drop that Contained the Sea and  
I am Harvey Milk).

New Mexico Religious Coalition  
for Reproductive Choice
Albuquerque

Mission | To mobilize the collective influence of clergy, 
religious leaders, and other people of faith to bring the 
moral force of religion to protect and advance reproductive 
health, rights, and justice. Together, we work to shape public 
policies, laws and resources to ensure that all people are able 
to express their sexuality with health and wholeness. Our 
religious traditions call us to this sacred work.
Proposal | Policies advanced by the "Religious Right" that 
target transgender girls perpetuate misogynistic discrimination 
against LGBTQ+ students in athletics at every level of play 
and continue the long history of gender discrimination and 
stereotyping that has hindered the advancement of inclusivity 

in sport. NMRCRC seeks to ensure that LGBTQ+ students 
can bring their whole selves to physical activity, education 
and sport through public education and ultimately preventing 
these discriminatory policies.
Noteworthy | The results of the latest (2017) The Gay, 
Lesbian & Straight Education Network (GLSEN) survey 
indicate that 39.3% to 24.7% of LGBTQ+ students perceive 
physical education or gym class, locker rooms, gymnasiums, 
playing fields and other athletic spaces to be among the 
least safe places in school where they are at a greater risk 
of name-calling, bullying or physical threats and violence. 
In addition, 62.2% of students reported hearing negative 
remarks about their own or someone's gender expression.

PFLAG Las Cruces
Las Cruces

Mission | PFLAG envisions a world where diversity is 
celebrated and all people are respected, valued, and affirmed 
inclusive of their sexual orientation, gender identity, and 
gender expression. The Las Cruces chapter serves a culturally 
diverse community in the border region. By meeting people 
where they are and collaborating with others, PFLAG realizes 
its vision through support, education, and advocacy.
Proposal | Aligned with the enhancement of cultural 
vibrancy in southern New Mexico, which seek funding for 
Rural Reading Rainbow which is an evidence-based project to 
reduce discrimination against LGBTQ+ students and increase 
the visibility of LGBTQ+ culture by 1) providing LGBTQ-
themed literature to schools and libraries, 2) implementing 
cultural enrichment events, and 3) partnering with culturally 
diverse LGBTQ+ students through funded internships.
Noteworthy | Compared to urban peers, LGBTQ+ youth 
in rural areas are more likely to experience victimization due 
to less supportive community climates (Kosciw et al., 2015). 
Additionally, students in schools without LGBTQ-inclusive 
curricula are more likely to feel unsafe (Kosciw et al., 2018). 
Only 20% of students report positive representations of 
LGBTQ+ people (GLSEN, 2019).
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Planned Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains
Denver, CO 

Mission | To provide education, advocacy, and patient-
centered sexual and reproductive health care, including 
abortion care.  
Proposal | This funding will support Planned Parenthood 
of the Rocky Mountains (PPRM)'s Santa Fe health center 
and the Patient Assistance Fund to help us reach patients 
seeking the sexual and reproductive health care they need. 
Noteworthy | With almost 80% of patients either on 
Medicaid or without insurance, PPRM's health centers 
uniquely reach patients with low incomes. PPRM is 
committed to providing essential reproductive health care 
to medically underserved, uninsured, and underinsured 
patients who need subsidized to no-cost health services,  
and we never turn a patient away due to the cost of care.

REEL FATHERS Ltd.
Santa Fe

Mission | We engage fathers, youth and families to build 
stronger, more vital relationships through a dynamic use of 
film, story and creative expression.
Proposal | REEL FATHERS requests support to take its 
innovative poetry program 'Identity in Ink' online to provide 
social emotional learning for freshmen and sophomore youth 
at Capital and Santa Fe High Schools. The program uses 
poetry as a catalyst for reflection, poetic/creative writing, and 
life skills that enable youth to build resilience and develop 
authentic voice.
Noteworthy | New Mexico ranks FIRST in the nation for 
youth suicide ages 15–19 (CDC Wonder, 2017). Within 
this framework, three key linked national statistics: 39% of 
LGBTQ+ youth report seriously considering suicide in the 

past 12 months; two out of three LGBTQ+ youth report 
someone attempted to convince them to change their sexual 
orientation or gender identity; and 42% of LGBTQ youth 
who underwent conversion therapy report a suicide attempt 
in the last year. (National Survey on LGBTQ Mental Health, 
Trevor Project, 2019)

Safe Zones Program, Santa Fe  
Public Schools
Santa Fe

Mission | The Safe Zones Program at Santa Fe Public 
Schools (SFPS) is a districtwide program designed to create 
more welcoming and inclusive environments by identifying 
and training staff to provide extra support for students, 
especially marginalized students, who are subject to bullying, 
harassment, discrimination, bias, inequity, and/or other issues.
Proposal | The Santa Fe Safe Zones Program seeks 
funding to train school staff to understand and respond 
to issues and needs of all students, especially those most 
marginalized (LGBTQ+, students of color, have a disability, 
are undocumented, etc). Trained staff post signs identifying 
them as a Safe Zone, and are equipped to advocate and 
support students, thus increasing students' mental health, 
academic performance, and school engagement.
Noteworthy | Students whose identities are marginalized 
suffer disproportionately from negative health and 
psychosocial outcomes such as low self-esteem, self-harm, 
depression, suicide, substance use, and harsher punishments. 
LGBTQ+ students in New Mexico schools face twice the rate 
of bullying; one in three LGBTQ+ students in New Mexico 
have attempted suicide. 33% of undocumented students 
reported elevated levels of anxiety. Students with disabilities 
are suspended or expelled at higher rates (New Mexico), and 
60% are bullied at school (US).



ENVISION FUND

78

SAGE Albuquerque
Albuquerque

Mission | To offer social events and support groups for 
LGBTQ+ seniors to reduce their social isolation. Connect 
LGBTQ+ seniors to supportive resources that can provide 
them with needed services. Educate senior-serving 
providers on the specific needs of LGBTQ+ seniors (cultural 
competency training). Our goal is to Improve the quality of 
life for LGBTQ+ seniors, whether they live independently in 
the community or reside in a long term care or supportive 
housing facility. 
Proposal | SAGE Albuquerque LGBTQ+funds to provide 
education and training programs to nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities, retirement communities, home care agencies, 
and other elder care providers located from Los Lunas to 
Bernalillo. These programs will help create LGBTQ+-friendly 
environments (and prevent discrimination) at senior-serving 
providers. The trainings allow us to develop partnerships with 
senior-serving providers so they can respond better to the 
service needs of LGBTQ+ elders.
Noteworthy | Many senior-serving providers do not 
understand LGBTQ+ seniors, leaving them at risk for social 
isolation and discrimination. A survey of seniors in long-term 
care facilities from several years ago reported that 89% of 
seniors predicted that staff would discriminate based on 
their sexual orientation; 43% noted actual mistreatment. 
Additional information is available upon request.

Santa Fe Mountain Center, Inc.
Tesuque

Mission | To promote wellness, personal discovery and 
social change through innovative learning experiences in 
wilderness, community, and cultural environments.
Proposal | The New Mexico Genders and Sexualities 
Alliance Network (NMGSAN) is a youth-led, youth-driven 
program that increases protective factors and decreases 
behavioral health risks for LGBTQ+ youth. The coronavirus 

pandemic has challenged our program to pivot our 
services entirely online. Our priorities are to bolster youth 
connection and safety at home and in online settings by 
strengthening virtual Gay/Straight/Alliance clubs, while 
continuing to foster youth leadership development and 
training through online formats.
Noteworthy | About 15% of New Mexico high school 
students identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or are not sure 
of their orientation. And 6.5% identify as transgender, 
genderfluid, or not sure of their gender identity. Health 
disparities are high among LGBTQ+ youth, with 31% of 
transgender students and 26% of LGB youth attempting 
suicide per year, compared with 7% of straight cisgender 
youth. Additionally, 31–32% of LGBTQ+ youth have been 
bullied at school, compared with 16% of their straight 
cisgender peers.

The Sky Center/New Mexico  
Suicide Intervention Project
Santa Fe

Mission | To meet the challenge of youth suicide in Santa Fe 
and northern New Mexico through lasting solutions that 
encourage resiliency, courage, connection and hope.
Proposal | We seek funding to help us save young lives 
from hopelessness, fear, anxiety, isolation, and suicidal risk. 
The requested funds will help sustain life affirming services 
that increase resiliency and provide safety, support, and free 
behavioral health accessibility for LGBTQ+ adolescents and 
their families.
Noteworthy | In 2019, 500 youth, including LGBTQ+ 
teens, sought help at The Sky Center because of depression 
and thoughts of suicide. According to the National Survey 
on LGBTQ+ Youth Mental Health 2020, about 40% of 
LGBTQ youth contemplated suicide in the last year. During 
COVID-19, it is paramount that our free, behavioral health 
services and other school-based strategies are accessible to 
LGBTQ+ adolescents who are disproportionately affected 
by this pandemic.
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Transgender Resource Center  
of New Mexico
Albuquerque

Mission | To provide support, community, and connection 
to transgender, gender nonconforming, nonbinary, and 
gender variant people and their families through advocacy, 
education, and direct services.
Proposal | Your support of the work of the Transgender 
Resource Center of New Mexico creates safety and access 
for transgender people in our state and region. TGRCNM 
is one of the largest statewide transgender organizations in 
the country and affects real change by engaging in policy 
advocacy, education and the provision of direct services.
Noteworthy | The 2017 New Mexico Youth Risk and 
Resiliency Survey posed the question, "Do you consider 
yourself transgender, genderqueer or gender fluid?" to 
public high school students in New Mexico. 3.4% said yes. 
These students were in every county. While 8% of the 
cisgender students reported attempting suicide, 31.3% of the 
transgender, gender fluid or genderqueer students did — just 
within the last 12 months. Heroin use among the trans students 
was at 19.4% vs 1.2% for cis students.

Wise Fool New Mexico
Santa Fe

Mission | To ignite the imagination, build community, and 
promote social justice through performances and hands-
on experiences in the arts of circus, puppetry, and theatre. 
Our programs build life skills through creative expression. 
They promote problem-solving through dialogue, utilize 
art to nurture a just society, focus on reaching underserved 
communities, and create a safe space where youth can flourish.
Proposal | We seek funding for our programs which 
focus on inclusion within a creative, vibrant, and healthy 
environment while catering to a diverse mix of voices. We 
serve a gender-diverse community and focus on youth who 
need it: low-income, under-resourced, and LGBTQ+, who 
are most at risk for bullying. Through Circus Arts & Puppetry 
instruction, we build youth's social-emotional skills, self-
confidence, and teamwork. By boosting their creative and 
physical expression, they become resilient and able to shield 
against life's perils.
Noteworthy | Based on New Mexico's Youth Risk and 
Resiliency Survey, Santa Fe teens demonstrate high at-risk 
behavior, which wanes in high school. However, numbers for 
LGBTQ+ youth is higher; they are 50% more likely to binge 
drink, four times as likely to use narcotics, and twice as likely 
to experience bullying. 
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NATIVE AMERICAN ADVISED ENDOWMENT 

The Native American Advised Fund at the 
Santa Fe Community Foundation, was established 
in 1993 with a gift from the late Allan Houser 
(Chiricahua Fort Sill Apache), a humanitarian and 
one of the world's great artists. Grants are made 
from the fund based on the recommendations of 
an advisory committee. The majority of members 
of the advisory committee represent local Native 
American communities.

The purpose of the Native American Advised Fund 
is to enhance Native lifeways now and for future 
generations in New Mexico by promoting a spirit 
of sharing and supporting community initiatives. 
The Fund supports efforts that emphasize the 
commitment to Native core values: community, 
language, culture, and environment. Since 1997, 
the Native American Advised Fund has granted 
over $200,000 to 50 different tribes, schools, and 
organizations.

NATIVE AMERICAN ADVISED FUND
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Basin Good Neighbor Foundation
Farmington

Mission | To support the needs of hospice care recipients 
and their families in northwest New Mexico, regardless of 
their ability to pay.
Proposal | Quality of life at the end of life has become 
especially challenging during the current pandemic. We 
seek resources to enable families to be safely closer to each 
other through the home hospice phase with effective PPE, 
accommodations, and professional home health attendance 
and service.
Noteworthy | Patients in home hospice care and their 
families benefit greatly by close contact, but the coronavirus 
has made that important factor in hospice care very difficult. 
Further, the pandemic has created additional financial 
strain on families' who wish to visit/travel to each other, and 
support each other during this important time in the arc of 
life. Basin Good Neighbors has been supporting families 
with a range of supports, now we seek additional funds to 
purchase PPE for families and caregivers.

Catching the Dream
Albuquerque

Mission | To help improve the quality of life in Indian 
communities through the higher education of Indian people. 
We provide scholarship funds for students who demonstrate 
academic achievement, clearly defined goals, leadership, the 
determination to succeed, and the desire to return to their 
communities and help others realize their dreams. We assist 
Indian schools in preparing students for success in college.
Proposal | Catching the Dream will support 175 students 
on scholarship this year. These students are needed to work 
for Indian people: work rights, civil rights, employment 
rights, voting rights, and education rights. We seek support 
for scholarships for high-potential Native American college 
students in the Math, Engineering, Science, Business, 
Education, and Computers (MESBEC) program.

Noteworthy | Half of Native students drop out before they 
earn a high school diploma. Our organization has produced 
1,025 graduates in our 33 year history; the employment rate 
of our graduates is close to 100%; college completion rate 
of our scholarship students is 80.2%. Over 85% of CTD 
graduates work for an Indian tribe, an Indian hospital, an 
Indian school, or some other organization in Indian Country.

Honor Our Pueblo Existence
Española

Mission | To embrace the Pueblo teachings of love, respect 
and care, working together improving the life-ways of our 
people in order to provide an enhanced and sustainable 
environment for generations to come.
Proposal | Honor Our Pueblo Existence (HOPE) seeks 
funds for annual maintenance of our Kwi Tewha and Buwah-
Tewha (women's house and bread house) and to be able to 
continue the program HOPE initiated in 2014 for renewal 
of women's cultural work at the Pueblo, especially the art of 
baking our traditional ceremonial bread, which had not been 
practiced at Santa Clara for 70 years. Each year an increasing 
number of women and girls have attended gatherings to 
practice skills imbued with tribal wisdom and mannerisms.
Noteworthy | Prior to colonization, there were 
approximately 100 Tewa villages. Today only six remain. 
Much of our traditional knowledge and practices receded 
during this time of loss, including use of our Tewa language. 
Today only about 20% of our population at Santa Clara 
Pueblo is fluent in Tewa, the language of our life-ways. 
HOPE is actively involved in putting the knowledge and skills 
of our life-ways back in place for the health of our People 
and the Tewa World, of which we are caretakers.
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IndigenousWays aka Indigenous Solutions
Santa Fe

Mission | To promote living in balance for diverse 
communities through music, arts, outreach and events. Our 
vision is to reach Indigenous and LGBTQ+ communities 
through outreach with music, the arts, and indigenous 
wisdom that creates and enhances survival and sustainability. 
"Bridging cultural exchange with people globally."
Proposal | We seek funding to support the online artist 
performances at the IndigenousWays Virtual Events. 
Indigenous healers and other related presentations will 
be woven into the bi-weekly live online events which will 
also be streamed through our social networks, recorded 
and archived. Performances will include; music, comedy, 
spoken word, and poetry through Indigenous and LGBTQ+ 
perspectives and celebrate rising and resilience through 
connection during these uncertain and pandemic times.
Noteworthy | IndigenousWays programming specifically 
targets underserved communities including: Native 
American, Deaf and Hard of Hearing, LGBTQ+, as we 
believe humanities and arts education helps carry all cultures 
and benefits all societies. Native Americans are 10.6% of the 
New Mexico population; 5.1% of New Mexico population 
has a hearing disability; 31.6% of hearing disabled are living 
below the poverty line. There are 72,000 LGBTQ+ adults 
living in New Mexico.

Keres Children's Learning Center
Cochiti Pueblo

Mission | To reclaim our children's education and honor our 
heritage by using a comprehensive cultural and academic 
curriculum to assist families in nurturing Keres-speaking, 
holistically healthy, community-minded, and academically 
strong students.
Proposal | Our request for funding will help support and 
nurture children, ages two to 12, into healthy, responsible, 
Keres-speaking adults.

Noteworthy | Our work is Keres language revitalization. 
The core of this effort lies in our children. KCLC uses the 
image of a corn plant to represent the elements of our work. 
The children are the kernels in which Keres is being sown, 
and which, when ripe, we hope will yield in abundance. Keres 
is used to teach children all academic subjects in our two 
classrooms (primary and elementary).

Laguna Community Foundation
Laguna Pueblo 

Mission | To generate resources and charitable support  
for initiatives that strengthen Laguna Pueblo. Since 2012, 
LCF has sought to forward its mission through local  
capacity building. LCF is uniquely positioned within the 
Pueblo of Laguna to operate as a connector and convener, 
supporting entrepreneurial community efforts as defined by 
local leadership.
Proposal | In response to the coronavirus pandemic, the 
Laguna Community Foundation established the LCF 
COVID-19 Relief Fund in April 2020. We seek contributions 
to the Fund which provides economic security for Pueblo of 
Laguna artists and entrepreneurs living on the reservation 
who are facing financial hardship due to COVID-19.
Noteworthy | Understanding the pre-COVID economic 
positioning of Laguna was key to develop LCF's long-range 
vision which includes a formal workforce development plan 
to support our key service population. This vision has been 
activated with our response to COVID-19 by providing a 
goal of supporting 150+ artisans and entrepreneurs through 
the COVID-19 Relief Fund. These artists and entrepreneurs 
are located across Laguna's six villages and include 4,500+ 
members (POL of Laguna Comprehensive Plan, 2018).
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Museum of Indian Arts and Culture
Santa Fe

Mission | To serve as a center of stewardship, knowledge, 
and understanding of the artistic, cultural, and intellectual 
achievements of the diverse peoples of the Native Southwest.
Proposal | The Museum of Indian Arts and Culture seeks 
support to help tell the history of the diverse Indigenous 
people of the Southwest from their own perspective. 
Since mid-March 2020, this effort has been complicated 
by COVID-19 which has kept the museum closed to 
the public. Undeterred, MIAC is committed to continue 
offering culturally relevant programs to Tribes, schools, and 
communities through virtual and accessible programming that 
highlights the histories and contributions of Native people.
Noteworthy | Since its founding, MIAC has challenged the 
way museums document Native art and history. Instead of 
exhibits created by non-Native scholars focused on the past 
and discounting today's cultures, MIAC integrates Native 
voices and knowledge into every exhibit, class, and public 
program. MIAC provides a forum for Native artists and 
scholars to share work often excluded by mainstream venues 
and plays a key role ensuring that schools adequately address 
the contributions and history of Native peoples.

New Energy Economy
Santa Fe

Mission | To build a renewable energy future free of fossil-
fuel and nuclear extraction for the health of our communities 
and the environment.
Proposal | The purpose of this request is to support the 
Indigenous-led organization that has grown out of the 
Just Transition Health Impact Assessment. This funding 
will support the next phase of our work to build resilience, 
healing and strength in our community through our mutual 
aid effort, our food sovereignty work, and our work on just 
transition energy policy that includes clean-up and the 
transformation of our economy and decision-making spaces.

Noteworthy | As the two coal plants in our area are set to 
close in the next few years, there is an enormous amount 
of work to be done in order to manifest the vision our 
community has articulated: land stewardship, healing, and 
comprehensive cleanup and economic transformation. 
With more than 150 million tons of coal waste (containing 
cadmium, selenium, arsenic, and lead) left sitting in the coal 
mines, the path to justice may be a very long one.

New Mexico Kids Matter Inc.
Albuquerque

Mission | We advocate for abused and neglected children in 
the foster care system by empowering community volunteers 
to work on behalf of their best interests as Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASAs) in the courts, schools, and our 
communities.
Proposal | We are requesting support for our advocacy 
project on behalf of Native American children in foster care 
in New Mexico. The goal of this work is to achieve better 
outcomes for children, families, and tribes when Native 
American children are in the foster care system.
Noteworthy | Native American children have historically 
been separated from their parents, extended families, and 
communities by state child welfare agencies. Studies show 
that Native American children in foster care, disconnected 
from family and their culture, are at high risk for behavioral 
and mental health problems. To address these issues, we 
provide advocacy services focused specifically on the needs 
of Native American foster children and the requirements of 
the Federal Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA).
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Pojoaque Tewa Language Department
Pojoaque Pueblo

Mission | To provide effective, immersion-based Tewa 
language programming to Pueblo of Pojoaque community 
members and other Tewa peoples.
Proposal | This project seeks funding to address the need 
to provide culturally-relevant programming during the 
COVID-19 pandemic to Pueblo of Pojoaque community 
members and other Tewa peoples. In particular, this project 
will be comprised of a series of online cooking classes that 
focus on teaching tribal members to make traditional feast 
day foods and dishes in order to prepare for when feast days 
can safely be carried out again.
Noteworthy | Language and cultural revitalization go 
hand-in-hand. With a tribal population of 553, the Pueblo 
of Pojoaque is a small tribe who was decimated in the late 
1800s, "re-forming" in 1932 with only 14 original tribal 
members. Since that time, the population has significantly 
increased, but many traditions had greatly declined, 
specifically and notably, the Tewa language. Revitalizing the 
traditional language through preparation of feast day foods 
will aid in that cultural revitalization.

Rude Girl/Americans for Indian  
Opportunity 
Albuquerque

Mission | To preserve Zuni cultural, spirituality, language, 
and to promote a positive image of an Indigenous woman 
through the production and exhibition of the short film 
Rude Girl. In addition, the production is engaged in hiring 
Indigenous cast and local crew to help in creating a learning 
and positive experience in the art of movie making.
Proposal | We seek funding for the short film production 
which will create the short film Rude Girl, directed by Joshua 
Zunie (Zuni Pueblo), which showcases a story about a teenage 
woman becoming a superhero. Told in English and the Zuni 
language, it blends living on an Indian reservation and in an 
Urban Indian setting, offering a glimpse into both worlds. 

Noteworthy | The film will create a communal and interactive 
experience that engages Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
people that address life experiences such as survival and 
hardships. It raises awareness about Indigenous actors playing 
Indigenous characters, to spark movie-goers to create 
dialogue and social change. Fewer than 1% of directors, writers, 
producers, actors, and studio executives are Indigenous.

Santa Fe Film Institute
Santa Fe

Mission | To advance independent film and filmmaking, 
and to support the local community and underserved youth. 
Santa Fe Film Institute (SFFI) is the fiscal sponsor of the 
Santa Fe Independent Film Festival, which is the premiere 
forum for international and independent cinema in the area. 
The Film Festival serves as a creative center for film year-
round, provides professional opportunities for artists, and 
presents the year's top films each October.
Proposal | We seek funding to present the Santa Fe 
Independent Film Festival this October, and to support the 
presentation of the Festival's momentous Indigenous Film 
Program. The Indigenous Film Program features Indigenous 
tribes from around the world, reflects the issues affecting 
Native Americans and other Indigenous peoples, and also 
promotes Indigenous filmmakers' cinematic creativity and 
abilities to express Native motifs and ideas through film.
Noteworthy | SFFI and the Festival address a need for more 
accurate and meaningful depictions of Indigenous peoples in 
film. The Festival presents films on indigenous themes and 
subjects, promotes Indigenous filmmakers, and shares these 
quality cinema projects with local youth, including Native 
American students. The Festival screens films on Indigenous 
peoples and the issues in cinema in an artistic and authentic 
manner; in 2019, this included eight features and ten short 
films in its Indigenous Film Program.
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Santa Fe Indian Center
Santa Fe

Mission | Founded in 2008, the Santa Fe Indian Center 
(SFIC) is designed by and for American Indian people 
with the mission of supporting, promoting, and enriching 
our diverse community. SFIC identifies needs and interests 
for indigenous people from any tribal group in the US and 
Alaska who live in Santa Fe County.
Proposal | Before COVID-19, over half of our constituents 
suffered from food insecurity and health problems such as 
diabetes and heart conditions. COVID-19 has only increased 
the prevalence of health disparities and need for basic items 
such as food and personal care items. SFIC seeks funding to 
continue the critical food and care distributions put in place 
since April 2, 2020. SFIC has served over 950 families since 
April 2020.
Noteworthy | Close to 80% of American Indians and Alaska 
Natives live away from their reservations and may not qualify 
for services from their tribal communities. SFIC was created 
to fill this gap and provide services to urban indigenous 
peoples. SFIC is a critical provider of services including food 
distribution, emergency financial assistance and cultural 
programs. We also convene indigenous thought leaders, 
writers, and filmmakers through a monthly lecture series.

Southwestern Association for  
Indian Arts, Inc.
Santa Fe

Mission | Bringing Native arts to the world by inspiring 
artistic excellence, fostering education, and creating 
meaningful partnerships.
Proposal | SWAIA seeks funds for the development of a new 
website. This website will support the virtual business model 
developed during Virtual Indian Market for our Indian Arts.
Noteworthy | In a survey sent to the 1,017 juried artists 
after cancellation of the 2020 Indian Market, results showed 
that: 70% of artists want SWAIA to do a virtual Market 
(25% not sure, 5% do not); 86% have internet access (10% 
"sometimes" do; 4% do not); 43% do not currently sell online 
(28% sell on social media only; 19% have their own website). 
Interestingly, while 86% of Native artists have internet access, 
43% do not currently sell their artwork online.
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SANTA FE BABY FUND

WE INVITED REQUESTS FROM ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT WORK TO ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING 
FUNDING PRIORITIES: 

•  Increasing access to high quality, affordable 
infant and toddler care;

•  Supporting the early childhood workforce;

•  Improving access to reproductive health 
services for adolescents and young adults; and

•  Supporting young parents ages 24 and under, 
and their infants and toddlers.

Additional optional funding criteria in 2020 
included:

•  Organizations or programs directly focused on further 
racial equity for Black, Indigenous, Persons of Color 
(BIPOC) or immigrants within one of the four funding 
priorities; or

•  Project addressing gaps caused by COVID-19 closures 
within one of the above four funding priorities.

The Santa Fe Baby Fund promotes the healthy 
development of babies and toddlers in Santa Fe 
County, prenatal through age four, and raises 
awareness of the critical importance of investing 
in early childhood for the benefit of our 
residents and our community.
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Breath of My Heart Birth Place
Española 

Mission | To raise awareness and promote wellness, 
growth, and healing in our multicultural communities by 
honoring woman as our first environment. To attain greater 
community wellness through the growth and reclamation 
of birth traditions and practices in Northern New Mexico, 
by cultivating a nurturing environment that welcomes all 
families' cultural strengths, and Ways of Knowing.
Proposal | Breath of My Heart Birthplace is an Española 
Valley midwifery clinic and birth center that works to improve 
access to quality prenatal care. BMH works to improve 
maternal and infant health outcomes in rural and frontier 
communities of northern New Mexico by serving families 
through a culturally-appropriate midwifery model of care.
Noteworthy | Rio Arriba County and Española are 
considered to have moderate and high levels of 
concentrated disadvantage indicating high levels of stress 
for women and families in pregnancy and early parenting. 
People-of-color and Young Parents in the region experience 
greater risk of preterm birth, and postpartum depression 
while being less likely to receive adequate prenatal care. NM 
vital statistics data indicates that 65% of births to Rio Arriba 
County residents occur outside of the county.

Fathers New Mexico
Santa Fe 

Mission | Fathers New Mexico's mission and purpose is to 
provide support, resources, and skills to promote healthy and 
responsible fathering in young families. Fathers New Mexico 
nurtures connections between the father, the family, and the 
community to promote self, family, and community health.
Proposal | Fathers who are involved early build foundations 
for positive outcomes likely to remain connected to 
their children. Young fathers and those from high 
poverty communities (in which young men of color are 
disproportionately represented), are more likely than other 

fathers to be disconnected from their children by age three. 
Fathers New Mexico (FNM) proposes to continue engaging 
fathers and providing them with effective programming to 
meet their needs and support them to be dedicated dads.
Noteworthy | Engaged fathers are linked to better outcomes 
on nearly every measure of child wellbeing, from cognitive 
development and educational readiness to self-esteem and 
pro-social behavior. Increasing father involvement amongst 
fathers of low socioeconomic status can decrease disparities 
in school performance (Miller, Thomas, et. al., 2020). The 
children of engaged dads are also significantly less likely to 
have a teen birth and to spend time in jail.

First Born, Santa Fe Community College 
Foundation
Santa Fe 

Mission | To encourage families to build strong relationships. 
The First Born Program provides quality training for home 
visitors and program leadership to ensure meaningful family 
and community outcomes. The program is relationship-
centered and curriculum-based. The First Born Program 
supports child development in the areas of social emotional 
development, language, literacy and problem solving skills. 
Investing early means better outcomes for children, happier 
families and healthier communities.
Proposal | First Born creates positive and meaningful family 
and community change and is designed to increase the 
knowledge, skills, and insights during the prenatal period  
and the first three years of a child's life.
Noteworthy | First Born Home Visiting strives to increase 
the number of resilient infants who: Are born full-term and 
healthy; Do not experience Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs); Are exclusively breastfed for six months; Are 
immunized and receive well baby checks; Ride in car 
seats;Live in a safe and nurturing environment that promotes 
school readiness and lifelong learning;Are achieving normal 
infant growth and development or referred for assessment; 
and Are bonded with and have positive relationships.
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Las Cumbres Community Services, Inc.
Santa Fe 

Mission | Our mission is to provide quality services,  
public awareness, and integrated supports for children, 
adults, and families facing social, emotional, and/or 
developmental challenges.
Proposal | Las Cumbres' Confident Parenting Home Visiting 
Program (CPHVP) is committed to advancing the early 
childhood workforce by providing enhanced staff training 
and skills development to address complex needs in high-risk 
families with infants and toddlers. Supplemental funds enable 
our ability to recruit, train and incentivize a diverse team of 
bilingual and bicultural home visitors, which increases access 
to care for families, and supports our capacity to retain 
experienced providers.
Noteworthy | The federal Health Services & Resource 
Administration describes the need for Home Visiting: "Early 
Childhood Systems programs help create, maintain and 
expand organized and purposeful partnerships...and other 
infrastructure required to systematically improve the lives of 
families and communities for generations. Within 60 months 
of the program start, participating communities show a 25% 
increase in age-appropriate developmental skills among their 
communities' three (3) year old children."

Many Mothers
Santa Fe 

Mission | Many Mothers contributes to the health and 
wellbeing of communities by providing physical, emotional, 
and practical support to any family following the birth or 
adoption of a new baby.
Proposal | Funding will directly impact families with infants 
in Santa Fe County and Northern New Mexico by providing 
36 hours per family of physical, practical, and hands-on 
care by trained volunteers. This free wraparound service 
can be utilized with any other home visiting program. 

Many Mothers helps parents feel less isolated, validates the 
challenges associated with parenting an infant, and provides 
parental education through modeling appropriate parenting 
techniques and safe sleep practices.
Noteworthy | "The major reasons for physical and 
psychological maltreatment of children within the family 
often are parental feelings of isolation, stress, and frustration" 
(American Academy of Pediatrics, 2015). Additionally, our 
state's ranking in the Annie E. Casey Kids Count, 50th out 
of 50 states, shows that New Mexico is failing to meet the 
needs of low-income and isolated families. It is for this reason 
that Many Mothers was founded.

New Vistas
Santa Fe 

Mission | New Vistas partners with and supports people  
with disabilities and families of children with special needs  
to enrich their quality of life in New Mexico.
Proposal | Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, early 
intervention has experienced a rapid shift in service delivery 
from home based interventions to telehealth. In order 
to support early intervention professionals, New Vistas 
seeks support to facilitate computer training for our early 
intervention providers in order to enhance services to 
families with children with special needs. It is our belief 
that this training will assist with ensuring ongoing, quality 
interventions within the new paradigm of telehealth.
Noteworthy | Since March 18, 2020, when New Mexico's 
stay at home order went into effect, New Vistas has served 
300 children through our early intervention program. Of 
those 85% of the families choosing to continue with services 
have transitioned from a home visiting model to telehealth, 
and 15% are receiving telephonic supports. Early intervention 
professionals must increase their technology based skills in 
order to better meet the needs of families in this new model 
of service delivery.
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WE INVITED REQUESTS THAT  
WORK TO IMPROVE:

•  Local food self-sufficiency

•  Land, air, and water health

• Energy from renewable sources

Through direct service, policy advocacy  
and/or collaboration efforts, priority strategies  
will address:

•  Training and development of diverse food and  
farming enterprises and distribution infrastructure  
for sustainable food economy that represent a rich  
and diverse farming tradition.

•  Fostering connection and collaboration among multi-
sector stakeholders for environmental advocacy and 
community development that support equitable access 
and stewardship of land, air, water and ecosystem for 
future generations.

•  Promotion of renewable energy sources through 
coordinated efforts to increase consumption, 
production, workforce training, enterprise  
development and investment.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE & STEWARDSHIP OF RESOURCES

RESULT | All communities have equitable access to our earth's critical resources:  
land, water, air and food for a sustainable and healthy ecosystem
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Acequia and Aquifer Water Watchers
La Madera

Mission | To ensure that a clean safe water supply is fairly 
and legally distributed, used, and that the traditions of the 
acequia culture are honored and respected. An educated, 
proactive local citizenry is the best defense to ensure that 
water is used in accordance with all laws and guidelines. 
Clean water is a human right, not a commodity for profiteers. 
Water is essential for sustainable rural communities in a time 
of climate change and COVID-19. ¡AGUA ES VIDA!
Proposal | AAWW seeks funding to protect our precious 
water, to educate local citizens, develop collaborations with 
local/state/national agencies and nonprofits, and build a 
community of environmental and social justice advocates, 
for now and the future. Our Student Journalist Workshops 
will provide media arts job training, amplify individual voices, 
honor the acequia culture & create community. Our 2020 
projects (Arroyo Clean-up, Water Harvesting, Celebrating 
Water Forum) reflect the concerns of our community.
Noteworthy | Northern New Mexico is in a mega-drought 
exacerbated by climate change — the last two decades 
are the driest since the 16th century. Rural gentrification in 
northern New Mexico villages is unstudied, but evidence 
shows that wealthy outsiders threaten the acequia traditions 
and fair distribution of water. Predominately Hispanic 
residents face huge economic and educational disadvantages 
to confront these threats: New Mexico is 50th in education. 
26% of the population and 33% of children in Rio Arriba 
County live below the poverty line.

Armand Hammer United World College of 
the American West
Las Vegas, NM

Mission | UWC-USA makes education a force for change 
to unite people, nations and cultures for peace and a 
sustainable future.
Proposal | UWC-USA's Agroecology Resource Center 
is a farm and educational initiative which brings together 
international and local youth for learning, outdoor adventure, 

science and sustainability. This project supports youth 
engagement, training and development of food and 
agricultural practice for food security in San Miguel County, 
as well as environmental advocacy related to food, water, 
forest stewardship and biodiversity.
Noteworthy | Northern NM has a long agricultural history 
but is largely a food desert, with a 20% rate of food insecurity 
and significant health challenges and poverty impacting 
children and families. 1 in 5 households lack access, at times, 
to enough food for an active, healthy life for all household 
members. Food bank utilization has more than doubled since 
the onset of COVID. UWC works to produce and share 
thousands of pounds of produce with our local soup kitchens, 
while teaching youth to grow food.

Audubon New Mexico
Santa Fe 

Mission | To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, 
focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the 
benefit of humanity and the earth's biological diversity.
Proposal | Audubon New Mexico seeks funding to expand 
its long-established Outdoor Field Science Program beyond 
its current in-school model to create and deliver programs 
that will reach students throughout the COVID pandemic 
at home. This program provides high-quality environmental 
education in hopes of engaging students with the outdoors. 
Through hands-on experiences, we hope to build on the 
success of our in-school programs and develop meaningful 
nature connections as well as literacy and science skills.
Noteworthy | We are committed to providing access 
to natural resources for all members of the Santa Fe 
community. In 2016, 49% of Americans participated in 
outdoor recreation, but fewer than 30% were participants 
of color, and only 12% of those were Hispanic (Outdoor 
Foundation). Our program serves Title 1 Santa Fe Public 
Schools, which have more than 50% of students on the 
free or reduced lunch program. Of the students we reach, 
85% identify as Hispanic or Latinx, and many are English 
Language Learners. 
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Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety
Santa Fe

Mission | To protect all living beings and the environment 
from the effects of radioactive and other hazardous materials 
now and in the future.
Proposal | We seek funding for our work to research and 
seek solutions to the environmental, health and safety 
impacts of Los Alamos National Labs operations on 
communities located in northern New Mexico. With an 
environmental and public health interest, CCNS addresses 
contaminated water discharges, air emissions and waste 
generation and disposal. CCNS addresses issues concerning 
the consolidation of US nuclear weapons complex in 
New Mexico. Through our work to oppose all nuclear 
weapons production expansion at LANL, CCNS seeks to 
transform LANL's weapons programs to better align them 
with post-Cold War realities and international efforts to 
cease the proliferation of nuclear weapons.
Noteworthy | The nuclear industrial complex has occupied 
New Mexico since 1943 and has plans to continue its 
stay indefinitely. In fact, it is gearing up to increase the 
fabrication of plutonium pits, the triggers for nuclear 
weapons, at Los Alamos National Laboratory. It also plans 
to bring plutonium fuel rods from ALL the nuclear power 
plants in the US to two proposed "interim" storage sites 
in southeast New Mexico — the Holtec (16 miles north of 
WIPP) and Waste Control Specialist, which spans the Texas 
border east of Eunice, New Mexico.

Conservation Voters New Mexico  
Education Fund 
Santa Fe

Mission | To engage the people of New Mexico in our 
long-standing shared values of protecting our air, land, water 
and the health of our communities. We do this by mobilizing 
people to advocate on policy, enhancing the voting process, 
encouraging people to vote, cultivating conservation  
leaders, and amplifying the voices of those most affected  
by environmental pollution and degradation.
Proposal | CVNM Education Fund seeks support to continue 
our community-based efforts to: 1) craft a protective and 
enforceable state methane rule and see it adopted by 
the end of 2020; 2) ensure strong implementation of the 
new Energy Transition Act through the Public Regulation 
Commission, achieving 100% clean energy while also 
providing jobs for communities impacted by the San Juan 
coal plant closure; and 3) ensure New Mexico is doing its part 
to protect 30% of our nation's lands and waters by 2030.
Noteworthy | New Mexico faces unprecedented threats to 
our air, water, public lands, and climate because of regulatory 
policies at the federal level. However, we have several 
substantial opportunities in the next three years to advance 
a pro-conservation agenda at the state level. We must 
mobilize communities most impacted by pollution and anti-
environmental decisions in order to pass meaningful policy 
that creates local wins to protect New Mexico's environment 
and our communities' health for the future.
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Continental Divide Trail Coalition
Golden, CO

Mission | To complete, promote, and protect the 
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail (CDT) by building 
a strong and diverse trail community, providing up-to-date 
information to the public, and encouraging conservation 
and stewardship of the Trail, its corridor, and the surrounding 
landscapes through Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, 
and New Mexico.
Proposal | Funds will support the four CDT Gateway 
Communities in New Mexico of Silver City, Cuba, Grants 
and Chama. We will collectively implement place-based 
conservation initiatives, promote each community as an 
outdoor recreation destination, and develop and distribute 
more comprehensive information about the CDT landscape 
to eliminate barriers, grow the diverse network of advocates, 
and increase access to the Trail.
Noteworthy | CDTC's Gateway Community small 
business survey shows that 63% of New Mexico businesses 
feel that protecting, promoting and enhancing the CDT is 
very important to the wellbeing of businesses, jobs and the 
community's economy. Directly tied to this is the primary focus 
of the Gateway Community program — representation and 
involvement of local individuals to expand the network of CDT 
advocates, primarily within BIPOC communities. It reshapes 
the narrative of the Trail to be welcoming and inclusive.

Controlled Environment Agriculture  
Program, Santa Fe Community  
College Foundation
Santa Fe

Mission | To empower Students, Strengthen Community/
Empoderar a los estudiantes, fortalecer a la comunidad.
Proposal | The Santa Fe Community College Controlled 
Environment Agriculture Program is growing fresh produce 
in its 11,000 ft2 aquaponics greenhouse and has been 
distributing it to the community since the start of the 
Covid19 pandemic. Social distancing protocols reduce the 
number of student interns who can work in the greenhouse. 

We seek funding to increase the number of greenhouse 
cultivation systems to allow more students to get hands-on 
training and to increase the amount of food produced for  
the community.
Noteworthy | New Mexico consumers spend 84% of their 
annual food budget on food sourced outside of the state. 
The population more than doubled since 1969, but there  
has been limited planning to assure a stable food supply. 
New Mexico families eat less than one serving of fruit 
(37%) or vegetables (20%) daily, and 40% qualify for free or 
reduced-price school lunch. The Controlled Environment 
Agriculture program at SFCC is training the next generation 
of efficient local farmers and entrepreneurs to halt this trend.

El Valle Women's Collaborative
Villanueva

Mission | To strengthen the spiritual, emotional, financial 
and physical wellbeing of women and their families. El Valle 
Women's Collaborative is an organization led by women of 
color, living in a rural area. We address issues of health and 
wellness, food security and economic sustainability through 
an indigenous lens.
Proposal | We seek funds to: 1) Increase the scope our 
training program that is based in indigenous teachings. Focus 
on traditional foods, medicines and sustainable growing 
practices to include growing herbs for medicinal use, fruits, 
and vegetables as well as canning and preserving these 
items; 2) Expand our food forest to address the challenges 
of living in a food desert. Increase accessibility of healthy 
locally ground food; 3) Increase pollinators in San Miguel 
by growing lavender in high volume. A strain specifically 
well suited to the valley has been identified by a local bio-
chemist and is now being grown locally; and 4) Model water 
conservation methods by using the acequia water for drip 
irrigation in the fields. 
Noteworthy | Over 22% of individuals in San Miguel 
County have a disability. Over 50% of individuals age 16+ are 
unemployed. Over 28% of the population is living in poverty. 
Over 77% are persons of color. Note: This data was compiled 
pre-COVID-19 and is based on US Census figures for  
San Miguel County.
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Forest Stewards Guild
Santa Fe

Mission | The Forest Stewards Guild envisions ecologically, 
economically, and socially responsible forestry as the 
standard for professional forest management in the United 
States. We practice and promote sound forestry practices 
as a means of sustaining the integrity of forest ecosystems 
and the human communities dependent upon them. The 
Fire Adapted Communities New Mexico Learning Network 
connects people with the resources they need to prepare 
for, respond to, and recover from increasing wildfire. 
Proposal | We seek funds to support the Fire Adapted 
Communities New Mexico Learning Network (FACNM) 
in empowering forest communities to take responsibility 
for their wildfire risk by providing members with curated 
resources and member-to-member guidance. Support will 
help grow this statewide network. With climate change, 
the frequency and severity of wildfire is already increasing, 
outreach about wildfire preparedness to rural, vulnerable 
New Mexico communities is a matter of social justice.
Noteworthy | With higher incidence of poverty as well as 
lower incomes for those above the poverty line, many rural 
New Mexico communities are economically vulnerable 
to wildfire and its associated effects. As their exposure to 
wildfire continues to increase with climate change, these 
communities need support. The Guild addresses degraded 
forest conditions and community vulnerability through 
restoration projects on public lands, job training programs, 
and wildfire preparedness education through FACNM.

Foundation for Monte del Sol  
Charter School
Santa Fe

Mission | To educate and inspire Santa Fe's diverse 
population in grades seven through 12, by building  
strong relationships and creatively engaging the local  
and global community.
Proposal | Monte del Sol's Farm to Table Initiative's goal 
is to provide healthy fresh produce to our students, family, 
and community and to teach students through hands-on 
work-based learning all aspects of running a commercial 

greenhouse and small farm. Students will learn from seed, 
daily operations, harvest, to preparation to sales. We will be 
growing food for our school nutrition program, providing 
freshly grown produce to our school community food bank 
and direct sales at the Santa Fe Farmers Market. All while 
earning a high school diploma and college credit.
Noteworthy | Our world will never be the same due to 
the COVIS-19 pandemic. Many of our families were food 
insecure before COVID or have become so. Many live in 
a food desert/swamp. The unbalanced landscape of food 
access in Santa Fe puts the Southside in the fight for healthy 
eating options (Draining the Food Swamp, sfreporter 2019). 

Mil Abrazos Community Land Trust
La Loma

Mission | To revitalize farmland and return it to the 
commons by creating a novel, attractive, model live/work 
community that will inspire the re-population of neglected 
agricultural villages. Our focus is on providing affordable 
home ownership, using regenerative practices for food 
production and wildlife habitat restoration, and developing a 
variety of cottage industries to comfortably sustain a multi-
generational community.
Proposal | Mil Abrazos is seeking funds to build a large 
medicinal garden (Santuario de Remedios) drawing on the 
knowledge of traditional Curanderismo, Native People and 
herbalists in New Mexico. The garden will be a teaching 
environment to revive and promote the use of native plants 
for the treatment of disease, and maintenance of health in 
the local population. The garden will be planted with a strong 
emphasis on the treatment of diabetes, opioid addiction and 
Hepatitis C. https://vimeo.com/444401344
Noteworthy | As the medical community acknowledges 
the importance of the environment to recovery, the healing 
garden is emerging as a supplement to modern medical 
treatments. In 2018, Sydenham Garden, UK, received 313 
patient referrals from health professionals. "Patients get as 
good mental health benefits from being in the garden as 
talking therapies," says Sydenham Garden director. A study 
in the Medical Journal of Australia found that gardening can 
decrease the risk of dementia by nearly 40%.
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National Parks Conservation Association
Washington DC

Mission | To protect and preserve America's national 
parks for present and future generations. Our New Mexico 
Field Office protects the state's 15 national park units. We 
collaborate with diverse communities and engage local and 
national policymakers to advance policies that will protect 
New Mexico parks and surrounding public lands so that they 
can continue to provide New Mexicans with a healthy, clean 
environment for many years to come.
Proposal | NPCA seeks support to protect New Mexico's 
15 national park units, which provide New Mexicans with 
clean air, water and land, cultural treasures, recreational 
and educational opportunities and an economic output of 
$155M in 2019. To protect the parks, we elevate marginalized 
voices; work with youth; build partnerships with Tribes, local 
communities, agencies, policymakers, etc.; pursue legal 
strategies; and advocate for policies that support equitable 
access and stewardship of land.
Noteworthy | 93% of federal public land in the Greater 
Chaco region and 98% in the Permian Basin surrounding 
Carlsbad is already leased for oil and gas. The Permian Basin 
has the worst air pollution from oil and gas development 
in the country. We aim to protect the last unleased lands 
from excessive energy development, which creates air 
pollution linked to many heart and lung diseases and harms 
the environment as air pollution seeps into soil and water, 
damaging habitat used by local species.

The Nature Conservancy in New Mexico
Santa Fe 

Mission | To conserve the lands and waters on which all life 
depends. The Conservancy has had an extraordinary track 
record of conservation success, having protected more than 
1.5 million acres within the New Mexico since 1979. Working 
with others, we've also influenced the protection of land and 
water management on an additional 18 million acres across 
the state.

Proposal | The Conservancy is celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the Santa Fe Canyon Preserve. We are currently 
raising funds to implement enhancements at the Preserve, 
including an ADA Compliant pathway, educational gathering 
space for students, bird blinds, audio tour application, wildlife 
webcams and new interpretive signage throughout the 
Preserve that will be bilingual and include braille.
Noteworthy | Currently, the Preserve is available to 
limited audiences in our communities as it does not provide 
accessibility for those with physical disabilities. By providing 
an ADA accessible pathway for part of the Preserve as well 
as installing new signage that is bilingual and includes braille 
components, we are able to open up this extraordinary open 
space to our broader community.

New Mexico Environmental Law Center
Santa Fe 

Mission | To protect New Mexico's communities and their 
air, land and water in the fight for environmental justice.
Proposal | Environmental justice (EJ) work centers the 
experiences and voices of New Mexico communities that 
bear a disproportionate burden of toxic, hazardous waste 
— and the resulting adverse health effects. Authentic EJ 
work recognizes the intersections of race, economic status, 
and environmental degradation. It's at that nexus where 
the Law Center advocates. Your support helps us use 
legal representation and advocacy to ensure marginalized 
communities — not big industries — shape equitable 
environmental policy.
Noteworthy | Industrial polluters overwhelmingly site 
their operations in, or in close proximity to, communities 
of color, Tribes and Pueblos, and low-income communities. 
These operations degrade the air, land, and water on which 
communities depend, and threaten communities' health.  
For example, the uranium industry's toxic legacy continues 
to undermine the health, wellness, and sovereignty of  
Tribes and Pueblos, and inequitable air policies in the 
South Valley of Albuquerque blight communities of color 
with chronic illnesses.
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New Mexico Volunteers for the Outdoors
Albuquerque

Mission | We are an all-volunteer, action-oriented, non-
political, and inclusive nonprofit organization that promotes 
public involvement and education in the maintenance, 
improvement, and upkeep of New Mexico's public lands. 
NMVFO specializes in constructing and improving trails 
and other outdoor facilities for recreational use as well as 
enhancing wildlife habitat and protecting the environment.
Proposal | NMVFO promotes public lands stewardship by 
direct action. Our volunteers improve access to public lands 
in Northern New Mexico and across the state. This improved 
access promotes rural community economic development 
by increasing recreational opportunities. To sustain our all-
volunteer organization we request operating and capacity 
building funds for tool purchases, equipment maintenance, 
personal protective gear, cooking supplies, insurance, 
volunteer appreciation, and direct project expenses.
Noteworthy | Due to land agency budget limitations, the 
majority of our work is not reimbursed. Since 2017, we have 
volunteered over 8,800 direct labor hours. The estimated 
savings to land agencies is $197K. Our directors and project 
leaders volunteer an additional 2,400 hours ($53K) per year 
for planning, administration, and other activities to sustain 
the organization. Our volunteer efforts allow us to be very 
cost-effective. Since 2017, we have completed 73 stewardship 
projects, 25 in northern New Mexico.

Northern Youth Project
Abiquiu

Mission | To better the outcomes of northern New Mexico 
youth through hands-on art, agriculture, outdoor, and 
leadership projects that honor the past and look to the future.
Proposal | The Northern Youth Project will continue to 
empower rural youth by providing agricultural internships 
and training opportunities at our garden in Abiquiu. This 
program will foster a connection to the water and the more-
than-human, encourage stewardship of the land, sharing of 

the harvest through cooking and eating together, and  
ensure equitable access to locally grown food as we train  
the next generation of eco-literate, self-sufficient, and 
creative leaders.
Noteworthy | According to the Kids Count NM 2019 Data 
Book, 20% of Rio Arriba teens are considered "disconnected," 
teens ages 16 through 19 who are not in school or working. 
They are at risk for poor health and economic outcomes, and 
can miss out on social and emotional support. NYP creates 
a network for youth, offering connection to the land through 
paid internships, and free programming. NYP promotes self-
sufficiency, thinking outside the box, making healthy choices, 
and growing our own solutions.

Nuclear Watch New Mexico
Santa Fe

Mission | Through comprehensive research, public 
education, and effective citizen action, Nuclear Watch 
New Mexico seeks to promote safety and environmental 
protection at regional nuclear facilities; mission diversification 
away from nuclear weapons programs; greater accountability 
and cleanup in the nation-wide nuclear weapons complex; 
and consistent US leadership toward a world free of  
nuclear weapons.
Proposal | We seek funds to educate public, media, 
civic leaders, and lawmakers about the true impacts to 
the environment from Los Alamos National Laboratory 
nuclear weapons operations and help to ensure genuine 
cleanup. Work to speed up cleanup at the Lab, including the 
remediation of a large chromium plume that threatens the 
regional aquifer. Force a reexamination of decisions to leave 
radioactive and toxic waste in place in unlined pits.
Noteworthy | The current budget request for cleanup at 
Los Alamos National Laboratory is only 8% ($192 million) 
of the total budget request. At this rate it will take many 
decades more to cleanup the wastes that have buried 
for decades above our groundwater aquifer that supplies 
270,000 people, three miles uphill from the Rio Grande.
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Placita de Estaca de San Francisco
Ohkay Owingeh

Mission | To preserve, protect and rehabilitate the historic 
site and crossroads centered on the Estaca de San Francisco 
Placita. The community of Estaca extends along the 
Rio Grande River from the Placita south to El Guique and 
embraces connections with historic sites including the Mesa 
Prieta Preserve, Los Luceros, Pfiogue and the Pueblo of 
Ohkay Owingeh.
Proposal | We seek funding to preserve the character and 
vitality of this agricultural area along the Rio Grande. An 
uncontrolled gravel mine above the village has destroyed 
Tewa petroglyphs and the Eagle Gap trail used by natives 
for centuries. Our acequia, San Rafael del Guique, is seeing 
the effects of poorly controlled mine runoff. If we can obtain 
a historical district designation we may be able to curtail the 
mine's damages to our agricultural infrastructure.
Noteworthy | Our acequia is six miles long and provides 
agricultural water for 90 households. We must supply the 
Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo with their share of the water. Our 
village of Estaca has a Spanish Colonial structure and a 
capilla [chapel] on the National Historic register. A historic 
district boundary will include built form systems, water 
systems, transportation, archaeological sites and agriculture.

Quivira Coalition
Santa Fe

Mission | To foster resilience on arid working lands. To create 
a culture of land stewardship that integrates ecological, 
economic, and social health, we work with ranchers and 
farmers, landowners and managers, public agencies, tribal 
groups, conservationists, educators, students, and the public. 
We believe this culture is rooted in education, innovation, 
and collaboration at the radical center, a way of working 
together that champions coalition building and results  
over compromise.
Proposal | In collaboration with the New Mexico Coalition 
to Enhance Working Lands, Quivira is dedicated to 
sustaining and strengthening ongoing efforts to improve 
the health and productivity of lands throughout the state 

that support agriculture and the environment. Our focus is 
to increase soil health, biodiversity, and hydrologic function 
wherever possible. To this end, in 2021, we will designate 
funds received to work in Mora, Rio Arriba, San Miguel,  
and Santa Fe counties.
Noteworthy | Almost 62.9 million of New Mexico's 
77.8 million acres are grazing, pasture, and crop lands. 
These working lands impact watershed health, biodiversity, 
food production, and carbon sequestration. The 40,850 
ranchers and farmers who steward them (less than 2% of our 
population), along with the state, federal, and Tribal agencies 
who assist them, will determine our collective resilience in the 
face of global climate change and the threat of increasing 
food deserts throughout our region. (USDA 2017)

Railyard Park Conservancy
Santa Fe

Mission | To provide community stewardship for the 
horticultural care, educational programming, and public  
art in the Railyard Park and Plaza. We support the original 
vision for Santa Fe's Railyard Park and Plaza — created 
through thousands of hours of community input — to be  
an environmentally sustainable public space in the heart  
of Santa Fe.
Proposal | In order to exemplify water conservation in 
public spaces, the Railyard Park Conservancy requests 
funding to support Graze Days. Graze Days utilizes 
prescribed grazing with sheep and goats to bring two acres 
of the Santa Fe Railyard Park back to a native grassland 
state. This project eliminates the need for regular irrigation 
and mechanical mowing.
Noteworthy | For the first time in its ten-year history, the 
Buckman Direct Diversion facility was forced to shut down 
as Rio Grande water levels dipped to historic lows in summer 
2020. In the face of long term drought and climate change, 
there is a critical need to conserve water throughout  
New Mexico. This need extends to public spaces — including 
parks that rely on heavy irrigation to support turfgrass. 
Locally, communities must shift to public landscapes which 
retain water and require little irrigation.
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Reunity Resources
Santa Fe

Mission | To steward resources by creating closed loop 
systems that turn waste into value for our community and 
provides environmental education to increase access and 
participation in such practices.
Proposal | Reunity Resources seeks funds to steward vacant 
plots of County land into regenerative farm plots that 
improve soil health, biodiversity, green space access and 
food security throughout the County. Reunity Resources 
models a sustainable local food system that provides access 
to fresh, nutritious food across economic barriers. Our 
vision is a community where all people have secure access 
to fresh foods.
Noteworthy | According to Planning for Santa Fe's Food 
Future, there are at least 21,270 Santa Fe residents (15%) who 
are food insecure. Simultaneously, over 500 million acres 
of New Mexico farm and ranch land have been lost since 
1997 (NMDA, 2010). By stewarding fallow land into food 
production, we are addressing regenerative land management, 
food security, and green jobs creation. An increase in local 
food purchasing of just 15% generates 375 million dollars for 
our state in the sustainable agricultural sector. 

Santa Fe Conservation Trust
Santa Fe 

Mission | Santa Fe Conservation Trust partners with our 
community to keep northern New Mexico's living lands 
and people flourishing together. We protect culturally and 
environmentally significant landscapes, ignite people's 
passion for nature and enable the continual regeneration of 
our healthy place. We envision a future where everyone in 
northern New Mexico cherishes nature and works to preserve 
it for this and future generations.

Proposal | SFCT protects the land, water and ecology 
of our region through its conservation work. Our ten-year 
conservation plan works to create larger conservation 
corridors to strengthen our resilience to climate change, 
bolster the biodiversity that sustains life and create more 
recreational opportunities. We helped create 75-miles of 
trails and maintain 55 miles of City of Santa Fe trails with 
volunteers. Our programs provide equitable access to 
nature for everyone, and create the next generation of 
conservationists.
Noteworthy | Scientific evidence shows that at least 30% 
of the planet's land and ocean must be protected to halt 
the collapse of the natural world, and prevent the extinction 
of over one million species. A study by Campaign for 
Nature found that protecting natural areas provides both 
mental and physical health benefits, reduces the risk of new 
zoonotic disease outbreaks like COVID, and provides far 
greater economic benefits vs other uses. 

Santa Fe Watershed Association
Santa Fe 

Mission | To protect and restore the health and vibrancy 
of the Santa Fe River and its watershed for the benefit of 
people and the environment. 
Proposal | We seek funding gto provide education, 
restoration, stewardship, and advocacy. From the River's 
headwaters to the Rio Grande, we honor the connection  
of people and the watershed.
Noteworthy | The need for adding sustainable 
water supplies was demonstrated in the US Bureau of 
Reclamation's 2015 Santa Fe Basin Study which projected 
supply shortages as large a 9,300 acre-feet per year by the 
year 2055. No one seems to remember when the Santa Fe 
River stopped flowing, but it did. Since then, we have been 
struggling to provide enough water for our community and 
our watershed, a watershed approach, because our aquifers 
are the best insurance policy for a future water supply us all.
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Upcycle Santa Fe LLC
Santa Fe

Mission | To develop and share open source solutions to 
upcycle common plastic waste into valuable products and 
building materials.
Proposal | In order to utilize compressed plastic as an 
insulation material in full scale structures, R-value and flame-
spread testing must be completed. Funding will be utilized  
to build multiple small sample walls that will then be sent to  
a laboratory for testing.
Noteworthy | 381 million metric tons of plastic were made in 
2018. This plastic production has continued to increase with 
ever greater demands for packaging materials and single-use 
items. Meanwhile the recycling industry has crashed in the 
aftermath of China closing their borders to many materials, 
and even before that only a small percentage of plastics 
could actually be recycled. Plastic is and can continue to 
be a resource. Alternative, open source solutions in our 
communities are desperately needed.

Western Environmental Law Center
Taos

Mission | The Western Environmental Law Center uses 
the power of the law to safeguard the public lands, wildlife, 
and communities of the American West in the face of a 
changing climate.
Proposal | The Western Environmental Law Center seeks 
support to petition the New Mexico Water Quality Control 
Commission requesting designation of the Upper Pecos 
Watershed as an Outstanding Natural Resource Water 
on behalf of San Miguel County, the Village of Pecos, 
the New Mexico Acequia Association, Molino de la Isla 
Organics LLC, and the Upper Pecos Watershed Association.
Noteworthy | We are engaged in advocacy to protect 
the Pecos River, which flows for 926 miles before reaching 
the Rio Grande near Del Rio, Texas. Its drainage basin 
encompasses about 44,300 square miles.

White Buffalo Barter School of Art
Truchas

Mission | To preserve local culture of New Mexico through 
arts and crafts.
Proposal | Our school | White Buffalo Barter School of 
Art is requesting funds to hire Santa Clara Pueblo potter, 
farmer and elder Joseph Naranjo to teach entrepreneurship 
through traditional Native American agriculture to at-risk, 
isolated youth of Rio Arriba County. Arts, crafts, math 
and English are also incorporated by professional artists to 
reinforce lessons holistically. Funding would go to teacher 
salary and transportation from surrounding Pueblos and 
rural communities.
Noteworthy | We are trying to address the need of training 
and skills for this generation of the traditional 3,000 year 
old farming, arts and crafts culture. This culture has been 
replaced by the drug culture in the local youth of Rio Arriba. 
Sustainable agricultural and arts entrepreneurship has not been 
passed down to this generation due to lack of mentorship  
from elders since the family unit has been disturbed by the 
opiod crisis. This area has the highest drop out and opiod  
rate in the US.
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The Santa Fe Community Foundation makes 
competitive grants to Santa Fe, San Miguel, Mora, 
and Rio Arriba Counties and works toward achieving 
equitable access to opportunities for all people and 
communities within the following areas:

• SFCF Community Foundation Initiatives & Funds
• Animal Welfare
• Cultural Vibrancy
• Economic Security & Opportunities
• Educational Success & Career Pathways
• Envision Fund
•  Health & Wellbeing:  

Community Health Funder Alliance
• Native American Advised Fund
• Santa Fe Baby Fund
•  Sustainable Agriculture & Stewardship  

of Resources

WE HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US IN ACHIEVING  
THESE GOALS THROUGH YOUR GIVING.


